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Welcome to the May Ramblings

NOWthat we are seeing a bit more sunshine I urge you all to get your vehicles
out of hibernation and on to the highways and byways. There is an extensive
list of activities lined up over the next few months so I am looking forward

to meeting and greeting you all in the near future. 
You still have time to join the Rove to Queensland in late September so get

your registration completed and become involved in what is bound to be a great
party. We are arranging a group drive to travel north and more details will be
available in the near future.

We had a roll up of around 26 members at the April meeting and it was
intriguing presentation by Tony Cope as to how an engineer became so involved in
property development as well as some of his relationships with the building,
maintaining and use of Rover vehicles.

The next meeting presentation has been changed as Luke Blair is having
challenges with his Rover 14. Member Mark Nelson has kindly stepped in to
present his latest vehicle acquisition (see photo below). Details in RoverNET.

AS usual, at the risk of boring everyone, I appeal that more of you try to attend
our monthly meeting and become active club members. Face to face contact can
bring surprising benefits and with nearly 200 primary members I am of the view
that we should be able to achieve an attendance of around 50. Where are you all?

In the meantime take care, drive safely and enjoy your Rovering.

Regards
Robert Walker
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From the Editors Desk …..…..  
am pleased to say that this month I was well rewarded with a number of 
articles from members and pictures of their cars.  As a club magazine this is 
one of the most enjoyable parts for me as an editor to be able to share stories 
and pictures to continue to foster that sense of belonging and shared 

experiences.  

Sadly we leaned of the passing of 
Jonathan Sibly and condolences to his family.  Many of 
you may know Jonathan and read with interest the short 
piece shared by Jim Moule.,  

I have included a short piece on 2 of our committee members 
in the ongoing series of “getting to know your committee” I 
will ensure to cover all of the major roles before the end of 
this club year ahead of our AGM 

There are quite a few events coming up in the club calendar, 
not the least of which is our monthly club meeting.  We 
enjoyed a presentation from Tony Cope last month and Mark 
Nelson is up next covering his MG 180. It would be great to 
see you there.   

If you are planning to attend an event don’t forget to let the 
club captains know or the contact listed for the event.  We 
still have a lot of Covid around and of course the flu season 
is upon us, so we all want to stay well.  The Cobweb runs 
and the Oasis runs are a great mid-week event for those able 
to partake, thanks to the attendees who draw the short straw 
to be the scribe and send me the details each month. 

Thanks to Chris for his Canberra updates on the activates in 
the territory, and the monthly café convos.  This month we 
have some great pics and colorful cars. 

Dudley has added another chapter to the pride of ownership 
series for the Rover 75 this monthly looking at common 
‘opportunities’ in keeping things running smoothly.   

I do hope you enjoy this edition, I know I have really enjoyed 
writing it as there always seems to be something interesting 
to learn about from members and their cars, until next month 
happy Rovering. 

Regards, 

Rob Belbin  

I 

Disclaimer: 

The Rover Owners Club Inc NSW/ACT and Freewheeling does not 
accept any responsibility or liability for any Information - general 
or technical provided in this publication and any actions resulting. 
The opinions are those of the editor and contributors and not 
necessarily reflective of the club committee or members. 
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Letters to the Editor….. 
Well, I was provided a little insight that perhaps asking for Letters to the Editor might open a 
bit of a pandora’s box of “suggestions” which might not all be positive however you have all 
been quite quiet If there are specific things you’d like to read about or things I am missing 
please drop me a line.  I do have a small prize for the letter that I feel adds to the overall 
readership of the magazine. 

The only feedback I received this month was from Roger Butler in country NSW, so I am 
pleased to say he is the winner of the Rover key fob for this month.  Roger, this will be on its 
way to you soon.  – See the short article from Roger and his beautiful P6s in this edition. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

I do have another key fob prize, so I’d be happy to hear 
from you and maybe you’ll be the next winner.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Dear Robert, 

 Apropos Freewheeling April 
2022 now received:  “… and 
better still”. 

 Kind regards, 
 Roger Butler 
NSW 
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“An engineer dabbling in property” 

“An engineer dabbling in property” was a very 
interesting presentation by Tony Cope at our April 
meeting.  Many of you would know Tony well as a past 
president – apparently our youngest ever, and also a 
very active member of the club over many years.  Tony 
provided us with a short walk-through history of his early 
engagement with Rover cars in South Africa before 
venturing off to the UK and Australia in the early 1980’s 
when the P4 was still a fairly familiar model.   Tony is the 
club P4 consult “go to” for all things related to the P4.  His global professional career was varied and 
interesting moving from engineering through to very senor roles in the global property development 
and management into the corporate world working on some significant icon ‘green’ buildings in Sydney 
and Brisbane. In his presentation he generously shared a number of notable events which shaped his 
career and also had a humours side to how things turned out. His most recent role has been in managing 
the business relationships with major global and Australian companies.  Thank you Tony for sharing this 
presentation with us and allowing us to get to know you even better. 

 

  

  
            

At our April meeting there were 3 winners of Raffle prizes – All of the ladies had the ‘Lucky Streak’ and 
took out all of the prizes. And congratulations go to: Robyn Mickan, Elizabeth McEwan and Thea 
Shearman Our raffle is just a bit of fun and a further small encouragement to members to drop in and 
meet other members and join in the running of the club, spirited discussions and the interesting 
presentations by our guest speakers.  A warm welcome to all members, guests and visitors followed by 
refreshments. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

Monthly Club Meeting Presentation 

April Monthly Meeting – Raffle…. 

Figure 1 - Raffle winner Elizabeth 
McEwan 

Figure 3 - Raffle winner Thea 
Shearman 

Figure 2- Raffle winner  Robyn 
Mickan 
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Cobweb Run…….  
Cobweb Run – Mulgrave to Blaxland – Apr 2022   by Richard Dalziel                                   

Thanks to Max Pegler for organising another 
mid-week event and preparing the run sheets. 

We met at McDonalds Mulgrave (Groves Ave) 
for a coffee and a brief chat. I wasn’t the last to 
arrive, but our president introduced a new 
rule, and he who draws the shortest straw 
“wins”, so I am “doing the honours”!  

We left around 11am, with 10 people in 6 cars. 
The attendees and their cars being Mary & 
Doug Knowles (P6B), Jack & Sue Loobeek (P6B), 
Robert Walker & Augusta Monro (R40 75T), 
Max Pegler (R75 V8), Ian & Thea Shearman 
(Honda Jazz), and myself (XJ40).  

The weather was good all day, thankfully the 
rain stayed away. Our journey, around an hour, 
took us through Windsor, past the RAAF base 
and the twice flooded Fiat Club grounds at 
Clarendon, where we picked up Castlereagh 
Rd, travelling through Agnes Banks, 
Cranebrook and past the Museum of Fire on 
the outskirts of Penrith. There certainly are 
some big homes on acreage along the 
Castlereagh Rd. We crossed the Nepean River, 
picked up the Old Bathurst Rd, and made the 
climb up the twisty hill to our destination, the 
Lapstone Hotel at Blaxland.  

There was plenty of room to park in the hotel 
carpark, and we set ourselves up under cover 
on the rear veranda for a pleasant lunch. 

It was good to catch up with everyone, 
especially Mary & Doug Knowles, who we have 
not seen for a while, this run being quite 
convenient, as they are Sun Valley, Blue 
Mountains locals. 

I had just replaced the fuel pump in the Jaguar, 
so it was on a shake down run. I have never 
paid much attention to the onboard computer 
in the 20 years I have owned the car, but it was 
interesting to watch the average fuel 
consumption settle out at about 12 litres/100 
km, although the instantaneous fuel 
consumption up the twisty part of the Old 
Bathurst Rd was around 33 litres/100 km. 

The trip home was easy for me, out onto the 
Great Western Highway, then the M4, M7, M2 
and Pennant hills Rd, with a stop to clear the 
club PO box. 

Thanks Max, for another opportunity to clear 
out the cobwebs, why not join us next month. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Roundabout………. 

A nice pair of P6s on display  
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French Car Drives – with the Rover club!  April 2022 by: Chris 
Forsey

This month we joined our friends 
in the French Car Club of Canberra 
(FCCC) for a drive to Gunning.  
Morning tea was had at the 
Merino Café, and we took over the 
rear courtyard with 19 folk 
representing the two clubs.  

Rover folk included David Brand 
(who was driven in a Citroen 2CV), 
Paul and Vicki Bray (SD1), Nick Reid 
(MX5), Ian Stevenson (SD1), 
Andrew and Alison Clearwater 
(Armstrong Siddeley 234), and 
Jamie Warren and myself in a Saab 
9-5 Aero (yes, I know it’s not a 
Rover, but it is fun!). 

Members of the French club also 
came in a wide variety of marques 
including Renault, Peugeot, Citroen, 
Audi and Porsche.  Thanks to Lisa 
Molvig and the FCCC for 
coordinating this social activity. 

 

  

Canberra Catchup… 
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Canberra Café Conversations – April 2022 – by: Chris Forsey 
This month we returned to Plumb on Tennant café for our Canberra catchup. 

A big welcome to Tom Babington who has recently 
joined the ROC.  Tom has recently acquired from 
Victoria a 2001 Rover 75 Club which he has fettled 
and recently registered.  Good to see another R40 
being preserved!    

 

 

Attendance comprised David Brand, Geoff 
Fiddian, Geoff Pritchard, Ian Stevenson, Andrew 
Clearwater, Lisa Molvig, Paul Bray, Adrian Caddy, 

Nick Reid, Tom Babington and     myself. 
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Vehicles on HVS plates NSW: 
If your vehicle is registered on HVS plates and you haven’t renewed your club 
membership your vehicle is unregistered and uninsured 
As the 60 days of personal use are in addition to any Club activities, you 
should, • for ROC activities, carry a club calendar or magazine, enter 
Personal or Maintenance runs in the TfNSW logbook, at the start of each 
day of use. 
 
ACT: 
The Concessional Registration Scheme is available to Rover Owners Club 
members residing in the Australian Capital Territory, whose cars are 30 

years of age or older. 
To register Concessional Registered Scheme (CRS) vehicles on line 
through Access Canberra: 
• Download | ACT_CRS_Renewal_Process PDF 

 
 

 

 

A warm welcome to our New Members who have joined the club recently: 

- Clive Sear – Looking for a nice P4 
-  
- Gregory Cooper, 1990 Land Rover 110 Perentie 
-  
- Michael De'Ath, 1971 Rover 2000SC P6 

We look forward to welcoming you at a club meeting, event and hopefully sharing some pictures of your 
vehicles 

 

Total membership as at 30/04/2022 227 

Total vehicles on Register: 368 

 

  

Welcome to New Members:…… 

Membership….. 

https://www.roverownersclub.com.au/wp-content/uploads/2021/11/ACT_CRS_Renewal_Process-PDF.pdf
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I am pleased to share an article submitted by David Bond covering his time as owner and restorer of this 
magnificent Rover 105 which was featured as a lead photo in a recent RoverNet.  It is always great to 
hear the stories behind the cars and how club membership and ownership adds to the provenance and 
history of our cars. 

ADRIAN CADDY’S MAGNIFICENT P4 by David Bond 

 was delighted to see the photo of Adrian’s P4 
105 in Rovernet #08/2022.  

It was my car for much of its life, and I did the 
restoration, which earned the club’s first Alan 
Tester Award for best restoration 2002/3. (I 
decided that the award document, made in 
stone, should remain with the car, so Adrian now 
has it). I think it may have been privately 
imported, incorporating some details from the 
subsequent model 100, eg. padded dashrail. The 
first owner was a BOAC (British Overseas Airways 
Corp.) captain. 

I bought the car in 1971. It was in poor condition 
(I was the 4th owner), and apart from normal 
wear and tear it had been worked on by the 16-
year-old son of the vendor, still a learner in the 
careful art of classic car maintenance. 

First priority was to improve the mechanics. For 
example, the overdrive control had failed, and a 
Bowden cable fitted, allowing O/D selection in 
any gear. It turned out the solenoid had failed 
due to its armature being glued to the wall of its 
housing in its rest position by a perished rubber 
cap fitted to stop it going “clunk”. This caused the 
starting winding to burn out. I removed the cap 
and rewound the solenoid, now it goes “clunk”, 
sorry Adrian. I also disabled the “kickdown” 
function. Incidentally, operator’s manual advises 
against actuating the kickdown (by full throttle) 
at speeds above 90 mph! – Nice to recall that in 
their day these were fast highway cruisers.   The 
brake master and front wheel cylinders were re-
lined and fitted with stainless steel liners. I 
thought the rear springs a bit soft, replaced a 
broken leaf or two, fitted an extra leaf, and 
renewed the rubber bushes. All the mechanics 
were eventually returned to good condition.  

It was the family car, doing more than 100,000 
miles for us, its second 100,000.    

In 1986 we moved to Pampoolah, a settlement 
on the south bank of the south arm of the 
Manning River, between Taree and Old Bar (still 
there). Having an old dairy shed allowed me to 
start the restoration, the first item being a down-
to-the-metal repaint, with all removal body parts 
removed, at a local paint shop using epoxy 
enamel. The chrome bits were re-plated. I 
completely dismantled the radiator grille, had the 
surround re-plated, and with a dreadnought file 
removed from the aluminium bars all the old 
anodising and road chips (maybe it sometimes 
did 90 mph, I never exceeded 80), had them re-
anodised, and assembled the grille in 99% as-new 
condition. As-new external light fittings were 
fitted, with a relay for the headlights and halogen 
globes. 

The car had come with a bench front seat. I was 
able to buy a pair of individual front seats but 
fitting them was quite a job. The car was fitted 
with seat belts, but for the front seat these were 
secured to the floor. I didn’t like that. I reinforced 
the base of the B pillar to the floor with a 16g 
steel angle, 2 bolts to the floor. The angle came 
up about 3 inches, and near the top was welded a 
5/16 nut on the back. A clearance hole was made 

I 

Members Cars ..… 

Figure 4 - Adrian Caddy’s magnificent Rover 105. Thanks to 
Connie Murphy for the photo! 
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in the web of the pillar, and the angle was 
attached to the web with several heavy steel pop 
rivets, the nut now being inside the pillar. This 
provided an anchor point for the outer end of the 
seatbelt and a reinforcement for a known 
weakness in the body (specially for cars with 
semaphore arm indicators if rain got through 
their housing). A hole in the trim strip allowed 
the seat belt to be bolted to the pillar, off the 
floor. The upper anchor was already there, a bolt 
through the pillar. To fit individual front seats 
required the fitting of the inside runners. I had 
already decided to anchor the inner end of the 
seat belt to the seat frame which is very sturdy. I 
removed a fairly lightweight bolt from the rear of 
the inner runner and welded a 5/16 bolt. Under 
the floor the bolt passes through a 16g washer 
about 100mm square. For the rear seat the 
anchors were ok, but I chose to fit retracting 
belts. I made LH and RH beams whose outer ends 
are bolted to the boot hinge pillars, and inner 
ends to the parcels shelf. The retractors are 
mounted to these, and the belts pass up through 
slots in the shelf. 

I used a rubber backed carpet for the floor, but 
instead of making the LH front section go over 
the tailshaft hump I made a separate section for 
that, secured at floor level with Velcro. This 
makes checking the gearbox oil easier. The carpet 
could not be moulded over the gearbox, so I 
made from soft aluminium sheet a cover with 
rounded corners and covered it with cloth. On 
the driver’s side of the gearbox cover I fitted a 
footrest. I removed the “organ pedal” accelerator 
and fitted a pendant one (ex-Mitsubishi Magna), 
so avoiding that messy cut in the carpet. 

A local upholsterer made a new head lining and 
re-upholstered the seats in leather. These were 
unusual in that the surrounds for the seat 
cushions were not leather (which will crack) but a 
woven slightly furry cloth. I could not source this 
locally, but noticed that the new door piping, 
sourced from Wadhams, was covered with the 
same material. Wadhams told me the source and 
I imported it. (I also used it on the gearbox cover 
and the lower part of the door panels). 

The door trim panels were warped and decayed, 
and I made new ones and trimmed them myself, 
waterproofing the rear surface and backing them 
with anti-drum cloth. I drilled out the mounting 
clip holes in the doors and fitted plastic housings 
for the clips.  

The plastic dials for the instruments had become 
clouded, a bad mistake by Rover, but the ROC 
had already commissioned the manufacture of 
glass replacements. There were many other small 
items eg. ream out the carburettor bushes and fit 
oversize shafts, fit heat insulators between the 
carbs and the cylinder head, fit nylon bearings to 
the cross shaft, fit new bushes and pins to the 
gear lever linkage. 

In about 2010 I advertised the car for sale and 
received several enquiries, including one from an 
Aussie in England, and a woman, but all failed, 
due to price or in one case a minute 
imperfection. Some of these changed their minds 
but too late. Then I received a phone call “I wish 
to buy your Rover motor car. My attorney will 
contact you. What colour is it?” This was John 
Flynn, whose attorney must have spotted the ad. 
So, a deposit was paid, the car was inspected by a 
mechanic, the balance was paid, and the 
mechanic drove off to Canberra. I was a bit 
unhappy about that sale. I would have preferred 
a buyer who would use and maintain the car, but 
I later heard it was his favourite and frequently 
used. Then he died and Adrian bought it at the 
auction, and I am so pleased he is looking after it. 
He has relatives who live near me and has visited, 
but not in the 105. 
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Simon Agar’s Rover 20 
I am including a short note on Simon Agar’s 1940 Rover 20.  As I was looking for a suitable “autumn pic” 
for the magazine cover I came across this handsome Rover 20 from the flickr archives which I thought was a 
nice change from the recent cover shots.  This was a picture taken by Rob Turner some years ago and 
unfortunately the digitised scan off an old Kodak 
Ektachrome colour transparency means it is not of a 
high enough resolution to grace the cover.  I did 
reach out to Simon who tells me that he is nearing the 
end of a long and full restoration of the car. The 
Rover 20has been a club car since the mid 1960’s, it 
has been featured before in the magazine but not for 
many years. I have asked Simon if he can give us a 
short update on his progress and then a more detailed 
story with pictures once complete.  I am sure that this 
will make great reading.  Thanks Simon for your 
offer and good luck with the restoration project. 

 

 

 

Figure 5 Beautifully finished interior including seat belts 
Figure 6 Is there a better place to be? 

Figure 7 - Driving in Style Figure 8  Complete with period Radio 
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Roger Butler    Rover P6 

   

Figure 9  Roger with his P6 

Roger kindly shared this short story on his Rover P6. 

All of my cars are maintained by Bryan Wotton who comes to Moree once a year to ensure that they are 
in A1 condition.  I am well stocked with spare parts courtesy of Bryan, Chris Forsey and Wadhams. 

 In the early ‘60s, a friend took me to the Sydney Motor Show.  I have a vivid recollection of seeing in a 
corner of a pavilion, in deep snow and at a rakish angle, a white P6 Rover with a roof rack and three sets 
of skis on it.  I said to myself at that moment:  “One day, when I can afford it, I will own one of those”.  In 
1969 that came about and that is the car in the first of the two photos.  I purchased the car through the 
Moree dealership of Martin Kallenbach and collected the car as it rolled off the ship at Woolloomooloo in 
Sydney, driving it back to Moree with trader’s plates. 

 

 

  

Figure 10 Roger and his sons on a Rovering Holiday 
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It is with sadness that we received this note from Jim Moule recently: 

 
I have just heard that Jonathan Sibly has recently passed away. 
Jonathan joined the ROC in the mid-'70s with a 1957 Rover 90. He then acquired 
and restored a 1947 Rover '12' Sports Saloon and a single-cylinder Rover motor 
bike. 
After retirement, he moved to Vittoria between Bathurst and Orange and, more 
recently, to Lithgow. 
When I last visited him, he was in good health, so his death comes as quite a shock.  
He was about 80, I think. Jon is survived by his wife, Tess, and his daughter Rachel who has several 
children. 
 
Jim Moule 
 
 
 

 

 

 

 
.   

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

Vale Jonathan Sibly 

Figure 11 Jonathan sitting on Arthur Garthon's bike which is a 
twin-cylinder. 

Figure 12 Jonathon's 1947 Rover 12 Sports Saloon 

Figure 13 Jonathon's 1957 Rover 90 
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MONTHLY MEETING PRESENTATIONS 2022 
At each monthly club meeting we will have a guest presenter and topic of interest.  These are a great 
way to learn more about our cars, meet members and some other general interests.  A special thanks 

to all of our presenters for 2022. 

Monthly Meetings are held at:  134 Queens Rd, Five Dock NSW 2046 

25 May     Mark Nelson 2004 Mg 180 Sv 

22jun       Peter Scott   Annual Quiz 

27 Jul      Mark Nelson Jim Hazelton Book Review 

24 Aug    Ken Dunkley   Avro 540 Aircraft 

25 Sep     National Rove   - No Meeting 

28 Oct    Dudley Bennett    Presentation of Rover Freelander 

23 Nov   Jack Loobeek   Presentation of Rover P6b 

08 Dec     Thursday - Christmas Party 

At our April meeting we enjoyed a detailed presentation from Tony Cope who spoke about his 
involvement with Rover cars and his career, see the article in this edition Page 5 

 

 

 

National Rove 2022 

Come and Visit Toowoomba in 2022 
Home of the Carnival of Flowers 

 
September/October 2022 
 
The Rover Car Club of QLD would like to invite you to join the National 
Rove from Friday 30th September to Monday 3rd October 2022 “The 
Carnival may be over; the crowds may have gone but the flowers 

hopefully remain.  This is the week after the Carnival so things may be less busy.” 
 
Full details of the National Rove are available on the: Rover Car Club of Queensland website @ 
www. https://www.roverqueensland.asn.au/ 
For further info Ross McCormack reme@qldnet.com.au or Phone 0403 040 334 
 

 

 

Club Meeting Presentations Calendar …. 

https://www.roverqueensland.asn.au/
mailto:reme@qldnet.com.au?subject=National%20Rove%202022
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A full list of all Events is available from the Weekly RoverNet and from the Club website – 
check for updates and changes – even though we are now opening up and seeing less impact of Covid 
conditions we see a lot of weather impacting events and some late cancellations.  

See the email and links to the website – www.roverownersclub.com.au 

MAY 2022 
Sunday 15 May 2022 | National 
Motoring Heritage Day 

• Venue | Stanley Park, East Kurrajong 
• Contact | Andrew Holland | m | 0414 625 236 
e | clubcaptain@roverownersclub.com.au 
• Jack Loobeek | m | 0418 972 041 
e | clubcaptain2@roverownersclub.com.au 

Thursday 19 May 2022 | Sydney 
Region Mid-Week Cobweb Run 
to Picton 
Narellan to Picton run, via some 
excellent driving roads. 
• •  
 

Destination Venue | Picton Bowling Club, 10 Cliffe St, 
Picton NSW 
• Meet Narellan McDonalds, Cnr Camden Valley Way and 
Narellan Road. 10:30 am for 11:00 am departure. 
Lunch is at the Picton Bowling Club. 
Plenty of off-street parking. 
Everyone and everything welcome. 
• Link to Good Food Guide | https://tinyurl.com/ks54rfud•  
Contact: Max Pegler m |  0417 212 220 
e | maxp@roverownersclub.com.au 

Saturday 21 May 2022 | 
Canberra Region | Wheels of 
Wamboin 

Please let me know if you are planning to attend! 
• Contact | Chris Forsey | m | 0413 996 481 
e | act@roverownersclub.com.au 

Wednesday 25 May 2022 | 
Sydney Region General Meeting 
 

• Venue | Veteran Car Club Hall, 134 Queens Road, Five 
Dock, 8:00 pm  
• After Meeting Presentation: Mark Nelson, MG ZS 180 
Presentation 

JUNE 2022 
Saturday 4 June 2022 | Sydney 
Region | Run to NSW Rail 
Museum, Thirlmere 
 

• Meet at Wallacia Hotel, 1590 Mulgoa Road, Wallacia 
• Time | From 9am for 10am departure 
• Visit website | https://www.nswrailmuseum.com.au/ 
• Contact: Andrew Holland | m | 0414 625 236 
e | clubcaptain@roverownersclub.com.au 
• Jack Loobeek | m | 0418 972 041 
e | clubcaptain2@roverownersclub.com.au 

Thursday 16 June 2022 | Mid-
Week Cobweb Run to Kurrajong 
Hills 
 

Windsor to Kurrajong Hills via Freemans Reach & Grose 
Vale 
• Destination | Archibald Hotel, 1349 Bells Line of Rd, 
Kurrajong 
• Meet at McDonalds Windsor, Cnr Groves Ave & Windsor 
Rd. 
• Time | 10:30 am for 11:00 am departure 
• Everyone and everything welcome. 
• Contact: Max Pegler m |  0417 212 220 
e | maxp@roverownersclub.com.au 
Subject to change if the rain doesn’t stop! 

Sunday 19 June 2022 | Invitation 
Event | Hunter Region Euro 
Motorfest 
 

• Venue | Foreshore Park, Wharf Road, Newcastle East 
• Time | 8.30 am to 1.30 pm 
• Organising Club | Hunter Region MG Car Club 
• Bookings required, cost $10 per vehicle 
• Download Information Details | Hunter Region Euro Day 
Invitation PDF 
• Contact: Andrew Holland | m | 0414 625 236 

Club Events Calendar …. 

http://www.roverownersclub.com.au/
mailto:clubcaptain@roverownersclub.com.au
mailto:clubcaptain@roverownersclub.com.au
mailto:clubcaptain2@roverownersclub.com.au
https://tinyurl.com/ks54rfud
mailto:maxp@roverownersclub.com.au
mailto:act@roverownersclub.com.au
https://www.nswrailmuseum.com.au/
mailto:clubcaptain@roverownersclub.com.au
mailto:clubcaptain@roverownersclub.com.au
mailto:clubcaptain2@roverownersclub.com.au
mailto:maxp@roverownersclub.com.au
https://www.roverownersclub.com.au/wp-content/uploads/2022/02/Hunter-Region-Euro-Day-Invitation-19-6-2022-PDF.pdf
https://www.roverownersclub.com.au/wp-content/uploads/2022/02/Hunter-Region-Euro-Day-Invitation-19-6-2022-PDF.pdf
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e | clubcaptain@roverownersclub.com.au 
• Jack Loobeek | m | 0418 972 041 
e | clubcaptain2@roverownersclub.com.au 
 

Sunday 19 June 2022 | Canberra 
Region | Battle of Waterloo 
Display Day 
 

• Venue | Spanish Australia Club, 5 Narupai Place, 
Narrabundah ACT 
• Contact | Chris Forsey | m | 0413 996 481 
e | act@roverownersclub.com.au 

Wednesday 22 June 2022 | 
Sydney Region General Meeting 
 

• Venue | Veteran Car Club Hall, 134 Queens Road, Five 
Dock, 8:00 pm  
• After Meeting Presentation: Peter Scott: Annual Quiz 

JULY 2022 
Sunday 10 July 2022 | Mid-
Winter Run to Wentworth Falls 
 

With the Alvis & Armstrong Siddeley Clubs 
• Venue | Grandview Hotel, 174 Great Western Hwy, 
Wentworth Falls 
• Meet at M4 McDonalds (Westbound), Eastern Creek from 
8.30 am, departing at 10.45 am for Wentworth Falls. 
• Contact | Andrew Holland | m | 0414 625 236 
e | clubcaptain@roverownersclub.com.au 
• Jack Loobeek | m | 0418 972 041 
e | clubcaptain2@roverownersclub.com.au 

Wednesday 27 July 2022 | Sydney 
Region General Meeting 
•  

Venue | Veteran Car Club Hall, 134 Queens Road, Five 
Dock, 8:00 pm  
• After Meeting Presentation: Mark Nelson: Jim Hazelton 
Book Review 

Saturday 30 July 2022 | Hunter 
Region All British Display Day 
 
 

• Venue | Foreshore Park, Wharf Road, Newcastle East 
• Arrival time from 7.30 am. Gates close at 9 am 
• Organising Club | Jaguar Drivers Club Hunter Region 
• Download | Hunter Region All British Day flyer 2022 PDF 
• Afterwards, visit to Barry Murdoch’s car and bike 
collection. 
• Contact | Andrew Holland | m | 0414 625 236 
e | clubcaptain@roverownersclub.com.au 
• Jack Loobeek | m | 0418 972 041 
e | clubcaptain2@roverownersclub.com.au 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

mailto:clubcaptain@roverownersclub.com.au
mailto:clubcaptain@roverownersclub.com.au
mailto:clubcaptain2@roverownersclub.com.au
mailto:act@roverownersclub.com.au
mailto:clubcaptain@roverownersclub.com.au
mailto:clubcaptain@roverownersclub.com.au
mailto:clubcaptain2@roverownersclub.com.au
https://www.roverownersclub.com.au/wp-content/uploads/2022/02/Hunter-Region-All-British-Day-flyer-2022-PDF.pdf
mailto:clubcaptain@roverownersclub.com.au
mailto:clubcaptain@roverownersclub.com.au
mailto:clubcaptain2@roverownersclub.com.au
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GET TO KNOW YOUR COMMITTEE MEMBERS 
As you know the Rover Owners Club has been in existence for well over 50 years and over 
this time has been under the custodial guidance of a volunteer committee made up of keen 
members. 
 
This month I have had a chat to Rob Turner, our club Registrar and also Webmaster. Rob is 
also my great support in post editorial production of Freewheeling.: 
 
Name: Rob Turner 
Committee Position:   

Current committee Position:  Registrar, Webmaster & Southern Highlands Rep. 
Previous positions:  Secretary & Registrar, late 1970's through to 1984 

 
Years as a club member: 47 years 
Your Rover: 1970 Rover P6B Three Thousand Five, owned since July 1980. 

- Featured recently in Freewheeling 
-  

Previously in the family have been: 
- 1966 Rover P6 2000SC,  
- 1970 Rover P6B Three Thousand Five, 
- 1981 Rover SD1 3500SE Series 1.5  
- and two 1985 Rover  SD1 Vanden Plas 3500 
- My family's Arum White 1985 Rover Vanden Plas 3500 has found its way to Western 

Australia in the hands of an enthusiast. 
 
Why are you a committee member? Passionate about the Rover Marque, 
history of the company and the cars.  Always keen to promote the Rover 
Owners Club 

Your Dream car? Morris Cooper S ADO15  

In the past, I have owned a 1964 Morris Mini 850, 1969 Morris Mini K 1100, 1974 Leyland Mini 
Van and a 1976 Leyland Mini Saloon. 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Our Committee… 
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I also have met with Paul our Spare Parts Office, and he has shared his history of involvement with 
the club and current committee role: 
 
Name: Paul Anley  
 
Committee Position:   Spare Parts Officer, Auctioneer, General Meeting Supper supervisor 
 
Years as a club member: 19 years 
Your Rover (s) Land Rover fire engine 
 
Why are you a committee member? I wasted 6 years of my life in spares game until I saw the light 
 
Ed: Paul has had a varied career in a number of interesting areas and has a number of keen hobbies.  
As he mentions he has a career background in the automotive parts industry 
 
What's the best aspect for you in being a ROC club member?  Good friends 
 
Your Dream car?  Rolls Royce 
Favourite club event:  All British Day 
 
 
 
Many of you may know Paul but as you will 
see here from his profile, Paul is our Spare Parts 
Officer and not only does he maintain the 
register of all of our spare parts across all of the 
models, he also houses a large trove of items at 
his home and welcomes members who are 
searching for something to contact him directly.  
He is also managing our store of parts at Leets 
Vale and of course this year has needed a pair 
of waders to battle the many floods.  
 
  As I have found, it is sometimes a good idea to 
get a similar part from the club spares stock and practice your skills before you tackle the in-situ 
part of original component as it can all go wrong or as they say be a “learning moment” - a good 
idea to save a bit of money and frustration.  If you need anything give Paul a call. 
  

Figure 14 Paul's Land Rover 

Figure 15 Not quite a rolls Royce but it is often remarked how the rear quarter is very 
similar 
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Rover Owners Club 

General Meeting 27th April 2022                            
 
 

Meeting opened at 8:00 pm with 24 members and guests attending. 
 
 
President’s welcome: The President, Robert Walker, welcomed a good turnout of members 
considering it was yet another wet day in Sydney. Special welcome to the evening's guest 
presenter, Tony Cope and his friend Laura, visiting from the UK. 
 
Apologies:  Robert Turner, Chris Forsey, Augusta Monro, Doug Shearman, Kevin 
Ward, Warwick Moriaty, Peter Phillips, Paul Diggle and Max Pegler. 
 
Previous minutes.  Moved:  Mark Nelson   2nd  Andrew Holland  Adopted. 
 

 
Committee reports 

Vice President /Treasurer/Public Officer:  Richard Dalziel reported: 
ANZ TD1      $24,000.39   
Bendigo SMF NSW  $20,000.00   
Bendigo SMF ACT  $  1,098.15 
Bendigo chq NSW  $  8,248.75 
Consolidated              $53,347.29 
  YTD income $11,516 - expense $7,416 = net surplus $4,100 
 
 
Secretary:  Dudley Bennett informed members that the PO box had been cleared and all 
mail distributed to the relevant club officer. Reciprocal magazines were on display. 

 
Editor: Robert Belbin reported                                              

• No correspondence received this month, one email note reviewed which was missed 
from a month earlier 

• April edition published with the first of the committee member profiles 
• Profiles of all the committee will be featured over the next few months ahead of the 

AGM. 
• From this month I will endeavour to remove identifiable number plates on cars and 

other personally identifiable information for privacy 
• Will be including a short note on historical editions of Freewheeling as I received a 

box of old copies for around 25years. 
• Thanks to all who have been contributing material and photos. 
• Thanks to Mark Nelson and Rob Turner for their invaluable assistance in pre & 

postproduction 
 

Club General Meeting Minutes….. 
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Web Master:  Rob Turner reported by email 
ROC Website and IT: working well, no problems to report. 
Registrar: Rob Turner reported membership numbers: 
• Current Financial Membership:  
189 Primary Members 
30 Family Members 
4 Life Members 
2 Honorary Members 
Total Financial Membership as at 26 April 2022: 225 
Members Joined since the March 2022 General Meeting: 

• 2207 Colin Rayner, 1974 Rover 3500 P6B 
• 2208 Gregory Cooper, 1990 Land Rover 110 Perentie 

• Total Vehicles on Register: 367 
 
Club Captain:  Andrew Holland reported 

• 15/5  NMHD  Stanley Park  East Kurrajong 
• 19/5  Coffee Run  Narellan to Picton 
• 21/5  Wheels of Womboin  ACT Region 
• 4/6 (Sat)  Thirlmire Railway Museum. Meet Wallacia Hotel 
• 16/6  Coffee Run  Windsor to Kurrajong via Freemans Reach 
• 19/6  Hunter Euro Motorfest  Newcastle foreshore 
• 19/6  Battle of Waterloo  ACT Region 
• 30/9 – 3/10  National Rove 

 
Spare Parts: Paul Anley reported the Leets Vale parts storage is drying out.  
Contact Paul Anley to arrange inspection of parts held at Rydalmere.  
 
CMC: Robert Belbin reported  

• latest meeting held at Strathfield on March 29th, around 100 people in attendance 
• Trialling Zoom for broadcast of the meeting for regional members 
• Facebook page receives around 220,000 views per month 
• New CVS plates to be released but no need to replace old ones 
• All novelty and non-standard issue plates are classed as illegal  even at a display day 

and       could attract a fine. 
• Clubs are responsible for the paperwork etc. for HVS registered vehicles and should 

be checking Pink Slip reports. 
• Judges are available for display days. 
• National Motoring Heritage Day is 15th May - Note Berry venue has been cancelled 

due to the poor state of the fields. 
• Shannon's Sydney Classic is on 14/8 

 
Club Plates:  We have 90 cars on HVS with the ROC as primary club (Apr 2022). 
 
ROC Shop:  
 Merchandise is available to purchase at meetings, see Gail or Peter Scott. 
We have replacement Series 2 P6/P6B bonnet badges available. 
 
ROC Library: A selection of books is available to borrow at meetings – see Jack.  
We have 3 new books by James Taylor.  
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General business: 

• Advice received from James Moule re the passing of long time member, Jonathon 
Sibly an early ROC enthusiast with P4 90, a 12 and a rare Rover motorbike. 

• Letter was read out received from Ken Dunkley thanking the Club for his Life 
Membership status. 

• Mark Nelson advised of a new event “Coffee and Cars” to be held by Shannons at 
their Artarmon site on 14/5 

• Adrian Rowland voiced his concerns regarding the threat of electric vehicles to our 
Car Club way of life. He quoted from the UK based HCVA group who advocate a 
carbon credit type scheme to keep our type of vehicles on the road.  

• Rex Mickan related how he had heard Jaguar were planning to go all electric by 2030 
and Tata had 11 new electric vehicles in the pipeline. 

 
Rover reparations: 

• Ian Shearman followed up on his presentation last month regarding the search for a 
suitable roof lining replacement for his R40 75. None of the businesses he approached 
could supply suitable material except J&A in Five Dock who has limited stock. He 
has left his vehicle with them to do the job but has yet to see the result at this time. 
Still looking for someone who can do door-cards. More next month! 

• Barry Moray recounted how he had suffered a buckled wheel on his R40 75 from 
one of the many potholes in the mountains. He successfully secured a replacement 
from Chris Forsey in Queanbeyan which was much appreciated. Barry also went on 
to detail a starting problem with his P3 which turned out to be a faulty condenser. 

 
Evening activities: 
Tony Cope then recounted his early Rover owning days in South Africa and the UK, his 
welcome move to Australia and his interesting career in property management. Especially 
fascinating was how he managed to create “Green” buildings in Sydney and Brisbane long 
before the subject became mainstream. Thanks, Tony. 
 
The raffle was drawn, and the meeting closed at 9.35 pm. 
The members then adjourned for refreshments. 
 
The next Meeting to be held on Wednesday the 25th of May 2022 
 
 Secretary: Dudley Bennett 
 
 

 
 

 
 
 
 



ROVER OWNERS’ CLUB CONTACT LIST 2022
Management Committee
President Robert Walker              president@roverownersclub.com.au 0419220357
Vice President Richard Dalziel            vicepresident@roverownersclub.com.au       94893553     0412709228
Club Captain Andrew Holland          clubcaptain@roverownersclub.com.au 0414625236
Assistant Club Captain               Jack Loobeek               clubcaptain2@roverownersclub.com.au 0418972041
Secretary Dudley Bennett            secretary@roverownersclub.com.au             99973493     0499842454
Treasurer/Public Officer             Richard Dalziel            treasurer@roverownersclub.com.au              94893553     0412709228
Registrar Rob Turner registrar@roverownersclub.com.au 0404463489

General Committee
ACT Representative Chris Forsey act@roverownersclub.com.au 0413996481
Club Spares Officer Paul Anley clubspares@roverownersclub.com.au           96841795     
Editor Robert Belbin              editor@roverownersclub.com.au 0414263333
Webmaster Rob Turner webmaster@roverownersclub.com.au 0404463489

Clubs Reps - Sub Committee   
All British Rep Andrew Holland          abr@roverownersclub.com.au
Club Plates ACT Hugh Boulter               clubplatesact@roverownersclub.com.au       62588221     0407215008
Club Plates NSW Steven Williams           clubplatesnsw@roverownersclub.com.au     98965650     
Club Shop Gail & Peter Scott        clubshop@roverownersclub.com.au
CMC Rep Robert Belbin              cmc@roverownersclub.com.au 0414263333
Council of ACT Motor Clubs     Chris Forsey act@roverownersclub.com.au 0413996481
Librarian Jack Loobeek               library@roverownersclub.com.au 0418972041
Rovernet Editor Chris Forsey rovernet@roverownersclub.com.au 0413996481
Workshop Manuals Jack Loobeek               manuals@roverownersclub.com.au 0418972041

Area Convenors
Hunter Barry Murdoch            hunter@roverownersclub.com.au 0412998192
Illawarra Stuart Rigby illawarra@roverownersclub.com.au              42323148     0431473825
North Eric Davison north@roverownersclub.com.au 66244537     
Western Peter Colwell               western@roverownersclub.com.au 68885310     0409927185
Southern Highlands Rob Turner highlands@roverownersclub.com.au 0404463489
Southern NSW/ACT Chris Forsey act@roverownersclub.com.au 0413996481

Model Technical Co-Ordinators 
Pre-War Simon Agar roverprewar@roverownersclub.com.au 0403250819
P2/P3 Greg Alexander           roverp2p3@roverownersclub.com.au           95695159     
P4 Nicholas Cope             roverp4@roverownersclub.com.au 0487474695
P5/P5B Warwick Ravell           roverp5@roverownersclub.com.au 0421201257
P6/P6B Andrew Holland          roverp6@roverownersclub.com.au 0414625236
SD1 Adrian Rowland          roversd1@roverownersclub.com.au              47878591     
Rover 400/800 Series Rex Mickan rover800series@roverownersclub.com.au 0409787541
Land Rover Dennis Trigg landrover@roverownersclub.com.au             49592122     
Range Rover/Discovery             Jim Nicholson              rangerover@roverownersclub.com.au           96242247     
R40.75 Dudley Bennett            rover75@roverownersclub.com.au 99973493     0499842454



ROVER OWNERS’ CLUB INC.

Presidents

1965 - 1968 Keith Beale

1969 - 1970 John Allcock

1970 - 1972 Neville Lowe

1973 - 1976 James Moule

1977 - 1980 David Arnold

1981 - 1984 Robert Merrick

1985 - 1987 Ray Quigley

1987 - 1991 Tony Cope

1991 - 1994 Theo Lyras

1994 - 1998 Michael Douglas

1998 - 2003 Bruce Duncan

2003 - 2005 Derek Scott

2005 - 2009 Richard Dalziel

2009 - 2010 Jim Nicholson

2010 - 2016 Janet Legge

2016 - 2017 Warwick Ravell

May 2017 Nicholas Munting

2017 - 2018 Ian Shearman

2018 - present Robert Walker



Rover Owners’ Club Inc. NSW & ACT

LONG STANDING MEMBERS

50+ Years of membership

Rodney Sampson 56
David Pyett 54

40-49 Years of membership

Rob Turner 47
Anthony Ward 43
Bill Campton 43 Life Member
John Clarke 41
Ron Jacques 41
Chris Forsey 40
Tony Cope 40
George Berger 40

30-39 Years of membership

Anne Lloyd-Owen 39 Life member
David Bond 39
Robert Young 38
Mark Warren 38
Wal Pywell 37
Theo Lyras 37
Stuart Rigby 35
Nigel Rock 35
Ian Vennard 34
Tim Crick 33 Life member
Peter Conway 33
Allen Thompson 33
Dudley Bennett 32
Richard Eslick 32
Lloyd Missen 31

The club appreciates and acknowledges members' enthusiasm for the
preservation of the Rover marque.
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 Following on from our updated article last month on buying a Rover 75 R40, this month we have an 
article covering some of the key things to look out for or to manage closely in owning a R40 series 
car.  As these beautiful cars are now nearing ‘mid-life’ there are some key focus areas to keep them 
operating in good order.  As we know the ‘new’ 75 was quite a step forward for Rover in the late 
1990s following the break from Honda and the influences of BMW. It was also an era when the 
development of electronics and new plastics were being introduced – some successful, others not so 
but with these helpful articles you can look forward to enjoying the experience of the Rover 75 for 
years to come.  We have a large number of members who have a 75 in their garage so hopefully 
these articles will be of interest in both maintaining your vehicle and also for those who are 
considering the prospects of acquiring one.  In just 10 short years they will be eligible for H plates!!! 

 

 THE R-40/41 ‘NEW 75’ - COMMON PROBLEMS by Dudley Bennett 

Part 1: 

  All cars have weaknesses or items that need special attention. The 75 is no different and over the 
years owners have experienced some, hopefully not all, of the following which may have cost 
nothing or a considerable amount to fix... 

 

• Leaking Thermostat – or one of the pipes leading to it can fail and leak coolant into the “V” 
of the engine. If not noticed coolant will be lost, overheating occurs, and head gasket failure 
will be close behind. This is probably the most common reason an otherwise perfectly good 
75 has been sent to the crusher. Prevention is easy, check top tank level regularly, look for 
dampness in the V, be aware of the unique smell given off when coolant leaks onto hot 
engine. 
 

• Noisy Inlet Manifold – rattling from the top of the engine is not a sign of a terminal engine 
failure but more likely the 6 plastic Variable Intake System (VIS) flaps have worn loose. 
Rectification can cost $2000 for a new intake manifold or nothing, just take them out! 
 

• Failed VIS motors – there are two of them. Simplistically, one gives you extra power when 
you need it, the other extra torque ditto. They are not long lasting but not that expensive 
either. The Club has a vis motor tester, just ask to have yours tested. 
 

• Lower Control Arm Bushes – last about 50-75k kms. If your car “clonks” on 
acceleration/braking you need 2 new bushes. Not that expensive but a pain to replace. 
 

• Engine Lower Mount – engine clonking? Check for excessive engine movement by moving 
the gear lever from D to R and back to D with bonnet open, engine running and FOOT ON 
BRAKE! Not an expensive item but a pain to replace... 
 

• Blocked Plenum Drains – keep drains clear of debris, best to cut off “duckbills” at bottom of 
drainpipes or risk water ingress to “Pollen Filter” (mouldy smell) and worse the ECU... 
 

• Dropped Head Lining – probably been replaced by now as they all do it. If it hasn't don't 
drive with the back windows open or it will! Replacement not too expensive..... unless you 
have a sunroof. 
 

Feature Article …  
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• Flat Battery – 75s had a reputation for going through batteries. Like all modern cars, 75s 
have a multitude of electrical systems that never turn off. Unless you have an almost new 
battery, if you don't drive it for a week the battery will not have the power to start the car 
(and will flash it's headlights to let you know!) Solution – a $30 Aldi “smart” charger 
connected whenever it's not in regular use. 
 

• Fuel Pump Failure - Probably only the fuel filter's fabled “orange clip” that holds the two 
filter parts together has failed so pressure cannot be maintained.  
 

• Bonnet Catch Failure – is there a 75 that doesn't have the cable tie reinforcement fitted as 
per numerous Freewheeling articles? A 5-cent fix. 

 
• Water leaks in the Boot - The rear light clusters have a foam gasket between them and the 

body that shrinks and splits over time. Glue back together or better still, replace. 
 

• Oil Leaks - 75s are not especially known for oil leaks but pipes can get rubbed and leak and 
camshaft end caps can get “blown off” due to excess crankcase pressure in engines not 
treated to frequent oil changes and have “carboned up” their breathers.  
 

• Hot Starting Problem - Camshaft angle sensor (to the right of the oil-filler cap) can fail when 
attempting a hot start (but works fine when cold!) Have a spare. In the short term, open the 
bonnet, be patient and don't flatten your battery! 
 

• Sensor Warnings - Air bag sensor warning light can be triggered by pushing the passenger 
seat too far back and “popping” the connector. ABS warning light usually triggered by a dirty 
or failed (inexpensive) brake sensor. 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

Figure 16 Rover 75 Connoisseur SE 

Figure 17 Rover 75 Club 
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Figure 18Rover 75 Connoisseur SE Interior Figure 19 Rover 75 Facelift Interior 

Figure 20 Rover 75 V6 Petrol Figure 21 Rover 75 Diesel 

Figure 22 Rover 75 Facelift Tourer 
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I was recently given a stack of Rover Freewheeling editions dating back over 40 years which 
have been fascinating reading – no I haven’t read all of them, just a few and I thought as part 
of the 365 Days of Motoring I would also include a short summary of the key topics from the 
same month in Freewheeling history.  It has been interesting how much things change but 
stay the same!  For some of you these may recall some good memories, for others its good to 
read a bit of club history - How times fly by so Happy reading. 
 

May 1982 – 40 Years ago 

This edition had a cover shot of Rob Evans and his 1921 Rover 8 
chassis and led off with an editorial discussion article around the 
ongoing petrol strike in NSW.  This highlighted the increase in 
petrol prices of 6cents per litre taking petrol from 32.7c/litre to 
38.7c/litre – quite a hike - similar to what we are seeing now and 
then covered the issues around ‘protectionism’ of the Australian 
motor manufacturing industry.  Quite a debate.  There were 
congratulations to the Nixon and to the LaRoche families on recent 
births, both families welcomed girls.  A hasty change of plans saw 
a display of 14 ROC vehicles on the forecourt of the Powerhouse 
Museum including some very historic Rovers – 1905 6HP, 1947 
5/6motor bike, 1925 14/251926 9, 1935 14 and the 1940 20 
mentioned in this edition which is being restored by Simon.   In the 
For Sale, you could buy a 1960/61 3Litre P5 Mk1 Auto for $1200 in 
good original condition.  Quite a buy!. 

May 2002 – 20 Years ago 

The cover shot was a handsome Rover P5B 3.5litre Coupe taken at 
the Rover Rummage at Colo Heights.  The President’s comments 
covered the upcoming AGM and a photo competition which was to 
be held on the night with a draw prize of a New Rover 75 for the 
weekend courtesy of MG Rover Australia.  The feature article was 
by Tony Cope on the 2002 Rove and his reflections of being the 
1990 Rove organiser. How things had changed in 10 years, he 
mentioned the rental mobile phone in 1990 was like a large house 
brick, his frantic reorganising of a BBQ due to weather and the 
changing models at the 2002 Rove 10 years on - there had not 
been any new Rovers in that last 10 years. Plenty of nice cars 
photographed at the Rove 2002. Plenty of ads for the New Rover 
75, 2 pages of Market Place items for sale and an interesting article 
on the repair of the P6 interior door handle.  I might reprint this in 
a future edition.  There was also an ad for Rover Restoration and 
Service by Bryan Wotton at Baulkham Hills and proudly a Solihull trained technician.  Club plates 
rated a mention on the correct use and the responsibilities of members.  Somethings never grow 
old. 

 

365 Days of Motoring  
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365 days of Motoring: A run through motoring history: 
1870 
151 years ago 
Professor Edward Joseph De Smedt of the American Asphalt Pavement Company, New York City, 
received two patents for his invention known as "French asphalt pavement." De Smedt had invented the 
first practical version of sheet asphalt. 
 
1928 
94 years ago 
The Borg-Warner Corporation, a US-based worldwide automotive industry components and parts supplier, 
was organised in Illinois through the merger of the Borg & Beck Company, the Marvel Carburettor 
Company, and the Warner Gear Company. The company is known for its powertrain 
products, which include transmissions and transmission components, turbochargers, 
engine valve timing system components, along with four-wheel drive system 
components. 
 
1930 
91 years ago 
The 77-story art deco Chrysler Building in New York City opened as the world's 
tallest building (1,048 ft, 319 m). It was the headquarters of the Chrysler Corporation 
from 1930 until the mid-1950s. Although the building was built and designed 
specifically for the car manufacturer, the corporation did not pay for the construction 
of it and never owned it 
 
1938 
83 years ago 
A US patent was issued for a Coin Controlled Parking Meter  
 
1954 
67 years ago 
The Hindustan Landmaster, a badge-engineered variant of 
the Morris Oxford Series II, was introduced by Hindustan 
Motors Ltd, of Calcutta, India.  
 
1957 
65 years ago 
The Fourth All-Japan Motor Show was held at Hibiya Park 
during an 11-day period. In the passenger car category, a 
significant improvement was found in the quality of 
exhibited vehicles, including the first-generation Toyopet 
Corona small car, Fuji Seimitsu's Price Skyline, and the 
Nissan Datsun Sport prototype.  
 
1963 
58 years ago 
The Duke of Edinburgh launched the Hillman Imp basic 
and deluxe models at the official opening of Rootes’ 
Linwood car plant near Paisley in Scotland. When the Imp 
basic went on sale for £508 – featuring an engine fitted in 
the back and the boot at the front – it captured the 
imagination of the car-buying public. With a top speed of 
78 mph and capable of going from 0 to 50 mph in under 15 
seconds, it packed a punch.   
 
 



 

 Page:. 31 

 
1967 
54 years ago 
Beatle John Lennon took delivery of his famous psychedelic Rolls-Royce. 
 
1968 
53 years ago 
British Leyland Motor Corporation was formed through the merger of 
British Motor Holdings Ltd. and Leyland Motor Corp. Ltd. 
 
2000 
22 years ago 
BMW sold the bulk of the Rover Group (the Rover and MG marques) to 
the Phoenix Consortium, while it retained the rights to the Mini marque, 
and sold Land Rover to Ford. MG Rover went into administration in 
2005 and its key assets were purchased by Nanjing Automobile Group, 
with Nanjing restarting MG sports car and sports saloon production in 
2007. During that year Nanjing merged with SAIC Motor (the largest 
vehicle manufacturer in China). 
 
2002 
19 years ago 
The 500,000th Ranger Rover was produced at the company’s Solihull manufacturing plant. 
 
2004 
17 years ago 
The Rover 75 Limousine, with a quad-cam, 2.5 litre light-
aluminium V6 petrol engine or the common-rail turbo-diesel 
with either manual or automatic transmission, was unveiled. 
Prices started at £28,495.  

 



THE ROVER OWNERS’CLUB SHOP: Regalia

The ROC collection includes both ROC clothing and vehicle regalia. All ROC regalia can be used at club events,
invited events and ROC meetings. You can order the ROC Clothing Collection or the ROC clothing collection by
completing the order form below and emailing to Gail and Peter Scott at clubshop@roverownersclub.com.au

THE CAR COLLECTION

I tem Name Price            Quant i ty         Sub-tota l

Exterior window decal         $5.00 + p&p
ROC

Windscreen Sash $10.00 + p&p

Rover Wheel Stickers           $10.00 + p&p
(set of six)

Replica Rover P6 $55.00 + p&p
Tool Roll

Grille Badge $35.00 + p&p

      Rover P6/P6B 
          Series 2 Bonnet badge         $85.00 + p&p
           Includes gasket

ROC Polo Shirts $35.00 + p&p
(Limited Sizes Remain)

THE CLOTHING COLLECTION

Funds can be EFT to the Rover Owners’ Club account prior to pick up. Electronic funds transfer can be made to the Bendigo Bank BSB 633 000 
Account 126 077 999. Please use ‘your surname’ and ‘Payment Reason’ Club/shop merchandise purchase, so payment can be correctly 
allocated and receipted.
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A wide range of used spare parts are 
available on the club website for all models 
from P3 to the latest R40.  Along with 
helpful guides on various technical and 
mechanical task.  The club also has a range 
of interesting publications for loan 
 

 

The P5 Tool Kits 

What comes in a standard P5 tool set?   Thanks to Paul Anley our 
Spare Parts Officer for this list of the complete tool set for the P5 
series.  Many of these items are available from our spare parts 
collection.  Details are on the club website or contact the Spare 
parts officer. 

The Dash Tray Kit: 
 Spanner 2BAx4BA 
 Spanner 5/16"x3/8 AF 
 Flat open ended 
 Spanner 7/16x 1/2 AF 
 Spanner 9/16 x5/8 AF 
 Spanner 11/16x 3/4"AF 
 Box spanner for spark plugs, 41/2”long 
 Box spanner  3" long 
 Tommy bar 
 Adjustable Spanner 
 Combination pliers 
 Screwdriver 
 Tyre pressure gauge 

 
 In the Boot: 
 Starting Handle – 3Litre 
 Luggage strap 
 Wheel nut wrench 
 Wheel removal tool 
 Jack 
 Tyre pump, either foot or hand operated 

 

 

 

 

If you have photos of your tool kits from your P5 series 
please share them – anything interesting been added to the 
tool kit in your car?? 

 

Spare Parts 

Figure 23  Rover P5 3.5L -Under dash 

Figure 24 - Rover P5 Boot Kit roll 

Figure 25Rover P5 3Litre Under dash Tray 
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riggs Motors Toronto has been a longstanding supporter of the Rover Owners club and well 
known to members for their service and mechanical support of Rover & Land Rovers.  As one 
of our feature advertisers I thought I would share a little of the background of the company. 

They have been a well-known local 
company in the Lake Macquarie 
area since 1945.  The 'Trigg's 
Garage' was set up by Charles 
'Chas' Trigg after he was 
demobbed from the RAAF seventy-
seven years ago and although Chas 
retired in 1972, the business 
passed onto his sons and is now 
has the fourth-generation family 
members involved, Triggs is a true 
family business.   

Dennis, Chas's son, took over from 
his dad and is 82 now but he still 
comes in a couple of days to do 
work," says Gordon's niece Sarah, 
who also works at Triggs.  Triggs 
can boast that they regularly have 
older customers recounting to the 
office staff how they bought their 
first car from Chas and have been coming to Triggs ever since.  A number of ROC members regularly 
take their vehicles to Trigs for expert servicing, restoration and refurbishment.  Dennis is a current 
member of ROC and has a Rover 75 R40 as part of his garage maintaining his passion for all things 
Rover. 

There's no substitutes for knowledge, good workmanship and a friendly face and Triggs is the best 
place to get it.  British motor cars like Land Rover, Mini, MG and Rover are a specialty for detailed 
servicing and care, they also have extensive facilities for welding and metal fabrication and servicing 
for all marques.   Gordon is Trigg's 4WD guru and loves mucking about with 4WD mods and helping 
people with their vehicle travel preparations for longer journeys or events. Gordon also regularly 
partakes in Rally events under the Triggs banner.  Thanks to Triggs for their support of the ROC.

 

T 

Advertising Focus:  
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Just for a Laugh… 
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