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Welcome to the April Ramblings

Welcome to another edition of Rover Ramblings. They seem to come round
very quickly. Our new editor has set out an activity schedule for the
production of Freewheeling so I now know to write my input between the

25 and 28 of each month (to-day is the 26). A very well oganised fellow our new editor
more power to his pen. 

The Covid issues seem to still be hanging around but perhaps the worst is over and
a regular ‘jab’ will keep us all-safe. There are now no restrictions on club meetings but
members can still wear masks if this makes them feel more comfortable.

The wet weather still continues. It is “bucketing down” as I write this. 
It makes getting out and working on our vehicles extremely challenging but I hope
you are all not being too overly discouraged.

Now that we have reached April I can report that we have had around 20 or so
members who have not renewed. However of those about half have sold their vehicles
or are meeting other issues which makes membership unviable. The positive news is
that our numbers are still the same as 2021 due to an influx of new members. We also
have a total of 376 vehicles on the register, which is encouraging for our efforts to
maintain the marque on the road. 

Our last Coffee Run had an attendance of 18 persons, which included a number of
partners. We had a great time by the water at Berrowra in wonderful sunshine. Try and
join us as and when you can.

At our club meeting on the 23 March we had 26 members and visitors in attendance
– keep it up. 

We had the pleasure of presenting Ken Dunkley our ex-editor with a range of books
in recognition of his service for 21 years. In addition it was also an honour to present
him with Life Membership for such an outstanding contribution to the club.

Our Club Captains are gradually completing our activity programme for the year.
Check the details in the usual sources and join us on the functions that spark your
interest.

The Vice President and the Secretary spent a day at Leets Vale this week assisting
Warren McEwen with flood recovery duties. The inundation was even worse this time
round and they have now cleared the mud left behind using high pressure fire hoses.
In a few weeks we will have to return and re-clean all the items and unfortunately some
equipment will probably have to be scrapped. However a lot of people have faired
really badly and our thoughts are with them. I hope members have contributed where
they can financially to the usual reliable sources. There is always someone, somewhere
who is worse off than we are.

Now on a brighter note I really trust that the weather, Covid, and the upcoming
budget all sets us on a new path and that we can all get out and about to enjoy working
on and driving our beloved Rover vehicles.

Regards
Robert Walker
PRES IDENT
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From the Editors Desk …..…..  
can’t quite believe that we are now well into April, the fourth month and a quarter of the way 
through the year.  Easter is upon us - I hope that the easter bunny visits you but don’t eat too much 
chocolate! - and we have said goodbye to daylight savings, school 
holidays have rolled around and we are starting to get back to a more 

normal life. Unfortunately, we are still dealing with a lot of people getting 
Covid – it seems to be easily spread, so I hope you are all staying well or at 
least recovering quickly.  

This month I am pleased to share 
some photos and details of the 
presentation to Ken Dunkley at our March meeting., 
congratulations to Ken on being awarded Life Member.   ,  

I attended a display of Microcars at the Powerhouse Museum 
during the month and thought that I’d share the details and 
pictures as these are beautiful examples of the era. 

There is a good round up of the events over the last few 
months, new members and some great pictures of their 
vehicles. From this month I will endeavor to remove the 
license plate details of featured cars.  In this era of media and 
information access I understand that many want to retain 
some degree of privacy, so I hope this measure reduces any 
risks. 

There is an update to the buying guide for the Rover 75 R40 
following some “letters to the editor”, thanks Dudley for 
tackling this and providing the update. 

The monthly features this month are the Micro cars, a side 
bar about the Mini, a reprint of an article about the 1993 
London to Sydney marathon, thanks to the original authors 
and acknowledgement for the pictures from our website, I 
have also penned an article of interest about 12V batteries in 
electric cars.  There is the 365days or Motoring and a few 
pics of our Leets Vale storage under water! 

There is also a new article which is a “meet the committee” 
interview with our Secretary Dudley Bennett – this will be a 
regular article each month featuring one of the Committee, 
so you get to know them a bit more.  I hope you enjoy reading 
this edition, as always please take a picture of your car out 
and about or just drop me a line, there is nothing better than 
hearing about someone else’s mechanical challenge or 
sharing their pride and joy, until next month, Happy 
Rovering 

Regards, 

Rob Belbin 
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Letters to the Editor….. 
I didn’t get much in the way of written feedback to last month’s edition, so I am hoping that it 
is hitting the mark.  

If there are specific things you’d like to read about or things I am 
missing please drop me a line.  I do have a small prize for the 
letter that I feel adds to the overall readership of the magazine. 

This month it is a beautiful Rover Key fob so get writing! 

 

 

 

An email which had missed the 
earlier editions: 

Thanks for Freewheeling January 2022.  The magazine just gets better and better. 
Roger Butler 
Moree NSW 2400 
 

Backpage Quiz Answer: 

 

 

 

 

 

 

The winner of the monthly prize  was  
Richard Eslick for his letter.  The prize 
will be forwarded to him.   

A: The shape of founder Cecil Kimber's dining table. MG stands for Morris Garages. 
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KEN DUNKLEY  
At the March monthly meeting, President Robert 
Walker formally acknowledged Ken’s service to the 
club including his editorship of Freewheeling for 
over 20years.  As outlined in the special tribute 
article last month, Ken has been a long serving and 
active club member over many years.    Robert 
presented Ken with a gift on behalf of the club 
consisting of a number of books on aviation and also 
a recent book by our own Mark Nelson. 

Ken was also further recognised and appointed as a 
Life Member of the ROC.   

Congratulations to Ken and on behalf of the club our 
thanks.   –  

A full tribute article to Ken was featured in the 
March edition 

  

A Special Tribute…….. 
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At the March Monthly meeting our raffle prizes were early Easter gifts 

We had a number of draws with the lucky winners taking home a selection of Easter prizes and bottles 
of wine.  Just another great reason to come along and join us at the monthly meeting. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

March Monthly Meeting – Raffle…. 
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Cobweb Run…….  
Cobweb run to Berowra Waters. 

A very pleasant Thursday morning, haze 
waiting to burn-off to a beautiful day. 
Nineteen Rover club members and wives in 
ten cars, mainly Rovers, met at 
Windsor/McGraths Hill Maccas. After 
morning tea and a noisy re-acquaintance, we 
headed off down the Windsor Rd towards 
Annangrove Rd. We couldn’t get lost with 
map and very clear instructions. The route was 
via Dural and Galston. We drove the scenic, 
and twisty, Galston Rd and Arcadia Rd. The 
countryside is so green at present. We did not 
encounter very much traffic. There was some 
indication of how much rain some areas had 
received. 

We arrived at Berowra Waters in plenty of 
time for a noon luncheon of fresh fish and 
chips. The setting was perfect. A back-drop of 
cliffs and gum trees with many boats bobbing 
on the river. The water was a little on the 

‘muddy’ side. There must still be a lot of rain 
run-off coming down stream. We sat in the 
shade overlooking the water, eating our fish 
and chips, while, of course, putting the world 
to rights. We then posed at the water’s edge 
for a group photo. This, of course, involved a 
fair bit of jostling and jocularity. 

The Scott’s then headed for home, returning 
the way we had travelled rather than take a 
quicker way as it had been so nice a drive. 

Gary Maher showed up at Berowra with his 
newly purchased, blue, 2000TC, formerly 
owned by the late Derek Scott. It is certainly a 
beautiful Rover and much admired by all. 

It was heartening to see quite a few wives 
present. A most enjoyable trip. Thank you to 
the organisers. 

Peter & Gail Scott. 

 

 

 
  

Roundabout………. 
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40th Anniversary ‘Wheels’ display – Canberra Region – 

 6 March 2022 – by Chris Forsey 

The annual Wheels display in the Canberra 
region celebrated 40 years.  This event 
reminds us that time passes and that we are all 
getting older!  I was a 20-year-old driving a 
1957 Rover 105S when this event commenced 
in 1982 (a car that still exists within the Club).  
Over the years I have attended in Rover P4, 
P5, P6, SD1, 827, R40 75, Land Rover and in 
various other marques.   

Every year this event never fails to impress.  
Often it’s a showcase of cars not seen before.  
And similarly, there are many folks who 
‘anchor’ the event, and who steadfastly 
support it by bringing out their vehicles on an 
annual basis.   

The venue has moved around in the Canberra 
region having first started at Phillip Oval in the 
Woden precinct.  It spent several years at 
Northbourne Oval in Braddon, at Exhibition 
Park in Canberra (aka Canberra showgrounds), 
and at Thoroughbred Park (Canberra’s horse 
racing venue).  For many years it was held in 
the Canberra Parliamentary triangle, mainly on 
the lawns of Old Parliament House, adjacent to 
the National Library of Australia, the National 
Science and Technology Centre (Questacon) 
and the National Gallery of Australia.  This 
was a magnificent venue and drew regular 
large attendances of people and 800-1000 
vehicles.   

Changes in government policies unfortunately 
pushed all car shows away from this 
magnificent venue.  A couple of shows were 
held on the shores of Lake Burley Griffin near 
the National Carillion, before finally relocating 
to Queanbeyan where it has now been held for 
several years.  

A constant commitment of the event has been 
to raise funds for charity, and this has 
continued with many charities benefiting from 
the generosity of those attending. 

As usual there were many interesting cars to 
see including a Lancia Gamma, Bristol 400, 
Daimler SP250, MG ZT-T 260 V8, MG ZR, 
and Jensen to name but a few. In an adjacent 
venue the Rolls Royce and Bentley national 
rally held a display and there were many 
magnificent vehicles representing the marques.  

This year the ROC was represented at Wheels 
by Andrew and Alison Clearwater (P5B), 
George Berger with Miriam (P6B), Adrian 
Caddy and the Murphy family (P4 105) and 
Rob Hampstead and Kay (827 Vitesse). I was 
there in a car representing another marque as 
were many other folk from the ROC.  Thanks 
for those who have supported this event over 
many years. 

 

Canberra Catchup… 
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Vehicles on HVS plates: 

If your vehicle is registered on HVS plates and you haven’t renewed your club 
membership your vehicle is unregistered and uninsured 

 

Know someone who would like to be part of the Rover Owners Club, has a 
Rover or an interest in Rover marque?  We are always happy to welcome new 
members 

 

 

A warm welcome to our New Members who have joined in March: 

Pierre Burger, 1989 Range Rover Classic 

Colin Rayner, 1974 Rover 3500 P6B 

Total membership as at 31/3/2022 is: 220 

Total vehicles on Register: 376 

 

  

Welcome to New Members:…… 

Membership….. 

Figure 1 - Colin's 3500P6B 
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This month I am pleased to share some details of one of our 
newer members:  

 

John Oppenheim.  He shared these photos and a little of the 
history of his P6 – Grover. 

 

John Oppenheim 

A few photos of my P6 below. I bought it about 5 years ago 
when my wife sent me out to buy a late model used Golf 
for my daughter to learn to drive on. Needless to say, I 
wasn’t very popular. Since then, I’ve spent a lot of time 
bringing Grover the Rover up to a high standard and he is 
now a beloved member of the family. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Members Cars ..… 
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And a celebration from another of our members: 

ROC member Glenn Amer's 1947 Rover P2 16HP Six Light Saloon, celebrating 75 years. 

 

Rover 75 R 40 Buyers Guide 
A quick update following some feedback on our article – Buyers Guide for Rover 75 R40. 

This article has been updated by Dudley Bennett our Lead for this model and this document has now been 
placed on our Club website for further reference.  I have included a copy of this document towards the back 
of this edition 

 

 

 

 

 

A Quick Update……. 
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MICROCARS – Powerhouse Museum 

Where to see it: 

MICROCARS – Powerhouse Museum  

500 Harris St 
Ultimo NSW 2007 

5-Novemebr 2021- 7 August 2022 

Cost – Free Entry 

I have always been fascinated by the Micro cars of the 1950s 
and 1960s with their strange shapes, bright colours and their 
sheer cartoonish joy that they project.  The growing demand 
for small economical cars gave birth to the Mini along with 
the Fiat500 and a number of other marques.  This exhibition 
is well worth a look to see some beautiful original examples 
and also a few more modern takes on this same concept.  I 
really enjoyed viewing this small but interesting collection. 

Overview: 

Following the pause in automobile production across Europe during the second world war, the market for 
new vehicles in 1950s and 1960s grew rapidly especially once rationing and materials became more freely 
available.  Generally, cars were larger and of course expensive for the average person.  That was until there 
was a “crisis” with the fuel shortages in the mid-1950s due to the Suez situation and just like today, world 
events shape day to day needs quite quickly.  The market for micro cars which could provide mobility, but 
also low fuel consumption became quite popular.  People wanted affordable and frugal means of transport 
and of course there wasn’t a lot of onerous regulation to stop enterprising mechanics from building their own 
micro cars and the new owners would also be able to carry out basic maintenance themselves keeping the 
overall cost of ownership down.  That said, these little beauties were a step up from things like motor-cycle 
side cars and the many pre-war cars still on the roads.  In this period a number of different makes were 

Our Monthly Feature …. 
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available – in Europe the major manufacturers 
like BMW, Messerschmitt and Lambretta 
produced a range of micro cars, Japan produced 
theirs and here in Australia we had a few 
enterprising models like the Lightburn Zeta.  
There were even a few micro commercial 
vehicles. 

The exhibition at the Powerhouse is well worth 
a look to see a number of these micro-cars still 
in excellent condition and to also see how small 
they actually are.  We must have all been much 
slimmer and of course a bit more flexible to 
squeeze into these small spaces.  I just like that 
little tyre that are about the size of some donuts 

I have seen in shops! 

The exhibition features a Morgan 3-wheeler from 1946, 2 Messerechmitts, a single seater racing model and 
also a bright red KR200.  A familiar looking BMW Isetta from 1953 in bright yellow which was a bigger 
seller at the time and supported the growth of the BMW brand, no doubt everyone will recognise the 2 little 
Goggomobiles, made even more famous because of 
that insurance ad on TV.  These are on display and 
loaned to the museum by a famous name in 
Australian motoring, Bill Buckle.  The homegrown 
Lightburn Zetas are beauties made from fibreglass. 

There is a very informative (large print) guide for the 
exhibition and is on display until early August 2022.   
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Due to the Suez Crisis, petrol rationing returned to the 
UK in December 1956 and people began to clamour for 
more economical means of travel. The sales of 900-1000cc 
cars quadrupled in the period from 1956 to 1957, while car 
sales in the wider market slumped. German bubble cars 
began to appear and, although they may have been awful 
to drive, with questionable safety, they did achieve more 
than 40mpg. 

 
Figure 2 One of the earliest sketches for the Mini design as penned by Alec Issigonis. 
Note how the car changed remarkably little between concept and production 

The Suez Crisis came at a turbulent time in BMC’s history, 
when the company was grappling with the very real problem 
of trying to reinvent itself. Alec Issigonis had been working 
on a front-wheel-drive Morris Minor replacement, with 
transverse engine and end-on gearbox, before he was 
seduced away from the newly-formed BMC in 1952 on the 
promise of developing a supercar for Alvis Motors. 

This did not work out for Issigonis, and a call from Leonard 
Lord at the end of 1955, inviting him back to BMC, could not 
have come at a better time. Newly back in the fold, Issigonis 
built a small team of Engineers – most notably Jack Daniels, 
his old associate from the Minor days – and resumed his 
work for the company. 

Leonard Lord viewed the popularity of bubble cars with 
some distaste, as Lord informed Issigonis in March 1957, 
‘God damn these bloody awful bubble cars. We must drive 
them off the streets by designing a proper small car.’ At this 
point the emphasis of BMC’s new car development 
programme was changed from replacing the Minor to 
producing something new and smaller: a car designated 
XC9003 (below). 

For Issigonis, the car to emulate and ultimately beat in terms 
of size and packaging was Dante Giacosa’s brilliant Fiat 
600, for this was a practical four-seater which was 
contained within a size envelope only slightly larger than 
that intended for the Mini.  

A long and successful model run through to the end as a 
Rover Mini in 2000 and then as a marque of its own right 
under the ownership of BMW. 

 

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Suez_Crisis
https://www.aronline.co.uk/facts-and-figures/people/people-sir-alec-issigonis/
https://www.aronline.co.uk/cars/morris/minor/
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THE 1993 LONDON TO 
SYDNEY MARATHON 

Article by Rob Turner, originally published 1993 in the RCCACT 
magazine Roverview. 

Photos provided by Rob Turner, John Cummings, Andrew 
Egginton, Tony Cope & Tim Pearce. 

I have taken the liberty to reproduce this great article from the Rover P6 Australia website with kind permission from 
the author.  It highlights some of the fantastic motoring history that the Rover marque has been involved in and also 
how involved our club and club members have been in preserving this history.  My abridged version here  

If you would like to read it in full and see all of the photos from that era go to : 
https://roverp6australia.net/rover-p6-in-australian-motor-sport/the-1993-london-to-sydney-marathon/ 

The Lombard London to Sydney Marathon Rally 
started out on 17 April 1993 finishing at the 
Sydney Opera House on 16 May 1993. The route 
took competitors across Europe to Ankara, 
Turkey. From Ankara, two giants Russian 
Antanov transporters airlifted all the cars to Delhi, 
India. The field then drove south to Bombay, 
where the Antanov transporters again airlifted the 
cars to Perth, Western Australia.  From Perth, the 
cars remaining in the rally headed east to 
Esperance, thence to Kalgoorlie, across the 
Nullarbor Plain using the original unmade 
road. Other major towns passed were Port 
Augusta, Broken Hill, Wangaratta and Canberra, 
to the finish in Sydney, New South Wales. 
For the avid motoring enthusiast, electronic and 
print media coverage of the event in Australia was 
abysmal. Apart from television coverage of the 
start and finish, the only other time there was a 
mention on television was the unfortunate death 
of one of the Australian Drivers of a Holden 
Monaro in Turkey, after a bus collided with the 
car. 
The encounter at Bright, Victoria 
My encounter with the Rally can only provide a 
brief window of the event, but for me, a possibly 
never to be repeated experience of a lifetime. 
Details of the rally as it proceeded across 
Australia was poor; it was not until Thursday 13 
May 1993 that I received a phone call from a 
friend and fellow motoring enthusiast in Benalla, 
Victoria, that the Rally would be passing through 
nearby Wangaratta, thence across to Bright for a 
refuelling and meal stop. Fast moving on my part 
enabled me to secure a sleeping berth to and from 

Benalla, 385 miles south of my hometown, on the 
(former) overnight train The Melbourne Express. 
The following Saturday, we set off at dawn for the 
one-hour drive to Bright, a beautiful town close to 
the Victorian ski resorts of Mt Buffalo and Falls 
Creek. The rally was initially engaged this 
morning with a competitive stage near Wangaratta 
before driving across to Bright. We had our first 
encounter at the wine making town of Millawa. 
We paused to be overtaken by several mid-1960’s 
Ford Escorts, Volvo 122’s and Porsches, all 
sounding extremely healthy. 
Upon our arrival at Bright, we noted that the AA 
(Automobile Association of the United Kingdom) 
had followed the rally and provided back-up 
service & support with several (then) new Ford 
Mondeos, a model not yet released in Australia in 
1993. Another service vehicle well out of its 
normal territory was an NRMA (New South 
Wales) service utility. The Ford Mondeos and all 
the Rally cars carried an AA sticker with the 
caption: 
Only AA patrols get down under! 
There had been some fog and it had been a very 
fresh 2 degrees. By the time the rally cars started 
to arrive in Bright at about 9 am, there was some 
welcome warm sunshine. Amongst the first cars 
was the ultimate first placegetter, Francis Tuthill 
with his Porsche 911. 
The ensuing two hours were magnificent, 
organised chaos as the cars refuelled at the local 
service stations before continuing on. We were 
very fortunate to be able to observe the cars and 
competitors at close hand. Some of my random 
observations were that most of the Volvos had 
dents of varying severity, including more than the 

https://roverp6australia.net/rover-p6-in-australian-motor-sport/the-1993-london-to-sydney-marathon/
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odd bashed door, most likely caused by side 
impact with the odd gum tree; some cars had 
temporary windscreens; many cars had the odd 
dent, but many cars had remarkably straight 
bodies; one had to marvel at the little Dutch Daf 
55 with Variomatic transmission which was 
obviously performing very well (and without 
dents!) The spirit of the rally can be summed up 
by a comment of the lady navigator of a Triumph 
2000. The car had mechanical problems, but when 
asked how she was coping, her comment was “I 
am having a ball!” 
The first Rover to arrive in Bright was a 3.5 Litre 
P5B Saloon driven by Go Wammes and Wim 
Koningsveld from Holland. This car, which had a 
Rover SD1 5-speed manual gearbox, was very 
straight.   Next in was the Rover 3500 P6B saloon 
driven by Australians Tom and Darkie Barr-
Smith. This car also had an SD1 5-speed manual 
gearbox and sported a substantial bull bar on the 
front. This car also had very straight panels. 
Freddie Preston and his co-driver from the United 
Kingdom were not far behind with their Rover 
2000TC. Freddie’s 2000TC had a couple of 
broken headlights, but worse, the 
bootlid and rear bumper bar had been 
badly reshaped. While travelling on a 
horror stretch on the Nullarbor Plain, 
severe bull dust was encountered. He 
slowed, as visibility was poor, but 
the  following rally car, a Volvo, ran 
into the back of the 2000. One of 
Freddie’s remarks was “my memory 
of the 1968 London to Sydney 
Marathon Rally (in Australia) was the 
bulldust and gum trees. It hasn’t 
changed!” Another pressing problem 
with Freddie’s 2000TC was a 
worrying rattle in the rear end. The 

car was placed on the hoist at the garage; it was 
found that the differential was being held in place 
by one bolt instead of three.  Locating the correct 
size bolts unfortunately cost him about two hours.  
Tim and Miles Pearce from the United Kingdom, 
Rover 2000TC, had arrived shortly after Freddy 
Preston. Their P6 had fared better, as apart from 
the expected grime which all the Rally cars 
carried, only had a couple of minor creases in one 
front wing. Tim had written to me seven months 
prior to the rally, seeking climatic and geographic 
information for the Australian part of the rally. 
Their 2000TC had performed very well. Tim 
remarked to me that the Indian Leg of the journey 
was far worse than expected, the heat was 
dreadful, and there were many traffic jams with 
long convoys of lorries. 
All the rally cars had departed Bright by about 11 
am. Their last overnight stop was in Canberra, the 
Australian Capital.  There was one other Rover 
that I did not see at Bright, Richard Martin-
Hurst’s 1968 3.5 Litre P5B Saloon. However, all 
five Rovers successfully completed the rally in 
Sydney, New South Wales. 
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Just a little update to the article from last month on electric 
cars and conversions.  12v Batteries 

By Rob Belbin & acknowledgement to Car & Driver and various sources internet 

un fact: - Did you know that all of the 
exciting new Hybrid and Electric cars still 
share something very basic in common with 

the earliest cars ever made? That is, they still have 
a legacy 12-volt “old school” battery.   It seems that 
all of the wizardry of computers and accessories 
are powered from the low voltage 12v battery 
circuits, as well as the power relays that separate 
power from the high-voltage battery pack and the 
rest of the high-voltage network in the car. This 
separation allows for a safe disconnection of the 
high voltage from the low voltage when the vehicle 
is not being driven or in the event of a crash. It 
seems that the enormous power of the Lithium-Ion 
batteries can be very dangerous in a crash situation. 

There's also another aspect to this - Everyone—
manufacturers and suppliers, spare parts stores —
knows how to make a 12-volt system work, 
affordably and reliably. Things like globes, radios 
and wiper systems.   Given all the other financial 
and technical challenges of building an EV, going 
with a 12-volt system for the car's computers and 
accessories makes sense. That's particularly true in 
the case of plug-in hybrids like the Prius etc which 
often retain as much commonality as possible with 
their traditional internal-combustion models. It 
seems that the electric and hybrid models still rely 
on a 12v battery to kick off the basic accessories to 
get going.  Even if you manage to drain the 12-volt 
battery, you can break out the old-style jumper 
cables or booster battery pack to solve the problem 
in a minute or two.  

Many manufacturers have moved to a combination 
of the 12v into 24/48v as part of their hybrid or 

electric 

assistance – our BMW X3 has this 48V system 
called Mild Hybrid to assist in the Stop/Start 
function and reduce emissions albeit slightly.  It 
remains to be seen whether the world adopts some 
other common voltage—24 volts, or 48—but for 
now it seems that the 12-volt lead acid battery 
continues on.   

Hyundai is one manufacturer who has adopted a 
different way of dealing with this and connected 
their “low voltage” system needs to a 14v Lithium 
Ion battery pack – separate from the main electrical 
battery pack which is recharged from the main 
electric system – it has a small switch which allows 
for this battery to be ‘topped up’ from the main 
system in case it runs flat,   Rather than needing 
jumper leads there is a you push the "12V Batt 
Reset" button on the dash allowing electrified 
Hyundais to jump-start themselves when you push 
the "12V Batt Reset" button on the dash.  It seems 
that one of the main issues the new owners of 
electric and hybrid cars find is that a “flat battery” 
after a period of no use is a common experience.  

So, it's entirely possible that the 12-volt system 
lives on. But the 12-volt battery itself? That's 
another question. 

F 



 Page:. 20 

MONTHLY MEETING PRESENTATIONS 2022 
At each monthly club meeting we will have a guest presenter and topic of interest.  These are a great way to 

learn more about our cars, meet members and some other general interests.  A special thanks to all of our 
presenters for 2022. 

Monthly Meetings are held at:  134 Queens Rd, Five Dock NSW 2046 

27 APR       TONY COPE   ENGINEER DABBLING IN PROPERTY 

25 MAY     LUKE BLAIR   ROVER 12HP TBC 

22JUN       PETER SCOTT   ANNUAL QUIZ 

27 JUL      MARK NELSON JIM HAZELTON BOOK REVIEW 

24 AUG    KEN DUNKLEY   AVRO 540 AIRCRAFT 

25 SEP     NATIONAL ROVE   - NO MEETING 

28 OCT    DUDLEY BENNETT    PRESENTATION OF ROVER FREELANDER 

23 NOV   JACK LOOBEEK   PRESENTATION OF ROVER P6B 

08 DEC     THURSDAY   CHRISTMAS PARTY 

March Meeting Presentation - Toyota MR2 by Robert Walker 

At our March monthly meeting we had a presentation covering the Toyota MR2 sports cabriolet by 
Robert Walker. This was an interesting and informative session covering all aspects of this model 

Club Events …. 
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A full list of all Events is available from the Weekly RoverNet and from the Club website 
– check for updates and changes – even though we are now opening up and seeing less impact of Covid 
conditions we see a lot of weather impacting events and some cancellations.  

 

Sunday 24 April 2022 | Canberra Region 
| 
 French Car Drive to Gunning 
•  
 

Location | Merino Café, 62 Yass Street, Gunning NSW. 
• Please let me know if you are planning to attend! 
• Contact Chris Forsey | m | 0413 996 481 
e | act@roverownersclub.com.au 

Wednesday 27 April 2022 |  
Sydney Region General Meeting 

• Venue | Veteran Car Club Hall, 134 Queens Road, Five Dock, 8:00 
pm  
• After Meeting Presentation: Tony Cope: Engineer dabbling in 
property 

Sunday 15 May 2022 |  
National Motoring Heritage Day 

Various locations – check RoverNet and the Club website and the 
CMC Website 

Saturday 21 May 2022 |  
Canberra Region | Wheels of Wamboin 

• Location | Wamboin Community Hall, Bingley Way, Wamboin. 
• Time | 9am to 1pm • Download | Wheels of Wamboin flyer 2022 PDF 
Please let me know if you are planning to attend! 
• Contact | Chris Forsey | m | 0413 996 481 
e | act@roverownersclub.com.au 

Wednesday 25 May 2022 | Sydney 
Region General Meeting 

• Venue | Veteran Car Club Hall, 134 Queens Road, Five Dock, 8:00 
pm 

Sunday 19 June 2022 |  
Invitation Event | Hunter Region Euro 
Motorfest 
 
 

• Venue | Foreshore Park, Wharf Road, Newcastle East 
• Time | 8.30 am to 1.30 pm 
• Organising Club | Hunter Region MG Car Club 
• Bookings required, cost $10 per vehicle 
• Download Information Details | Hunter Region Euro Day Invitation 
PDF 
• Contact: Andrew Holland | m | 0414 625 236 
e | clubcaptain@roverownersclub.com.au 
• Jack Loobeek | m | 0418 972 041 
e | clubcaptain2@roverownersclub.com.au 

Sunday 19 June 2022 |  
Canberra Region | Battle of Waterloo 
Display Day•  

Venue | Spanish Australia Club, 5 Narupai Place, Narrabundah ACT 
• Contact | Chris Forsey | m | 0413 996 481 
e | act@roverownersclub.com.au 

Wednesday 22 June 2022 | 
 Sydney Region General Meeting 
•  

Venue | Veteran Car Club Hall, 134 Queens Road, Five Dock, 8:00 
pm  
• After Meeting Presentation: Peter Scott: Annual Quiz 

Wednesday 27 July 2022 |  
Sydney Region General Meeting 
 

• Venue | Veteran Car Club Hall, 134 Queens Road, Five Dock, 8:00 
pm  
• After Meeting Presentation: Mark Nelson: Jim Hazelton Book 
Review 

Saturday 30 July 2022 |  
Hunter Region All British Display Day 

• Venue | Foreshore Park, Wharf Road, Newcastle East 
• Arrival time from 7.30 am. Gates close at 9 am 
• Organising Club | Jaguar Drivers Club Hunter Region 
• Download | Hunter Region All British Day flyer 2022 PDF 
• Contact | Andrew Holland | m | 0414 625 236 
e | clubcaptain@roverownersclub.com.au 
• Jack Loobeek | m | 0418 972 041 
e | clubcaptain2@roverownersclub.com.au 

Club Calendar …. 

mailto:act@roverownersclub.com.au
https://www.roverownersclub.com.au/wp-content/uploads/2022/03/Wheels-of-Wamboin-flyer-2022-PDF.pdf
mailto:act@roverownersclub.com.au
https://www.roverownersclub.com.au/wp-content/uploads/2022/02/Hunter-Region-Euro-Day-Invitation-19-6-2022-PDF.pdf
https://www.roverownersclub.com.au/wp-content/uploads/2022/02/Hunter-Region-Euro-Day-Invitation-19-6-2022-PDF.pdf
mailto:clubcaptain@roverownersclub.com.au
mailto:clubcaptain@roverownersclub.com.au
mailto:clubcaptain2@roverownersclub.com.au
mailto:act@roverownersclub.com.au
https://www.roverownersclub.com.au/wp-content/uploads/2022/02/Hunter-Region-All-British-Day-flyer-2022-PDF.pdf
mailto:clubcaptain@roverownersclub.com.au
mailto:clubcaptain@roverownersclub.com.au
mailto:clubcaptain2@roverownersclub.com.au
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National Rove 2022 

Come and Visit Toowoomba in 2022 
Home of the Carnival of Flowers 

 
September/October 2022 
 
The Rover Car Club of QLD would like to invite you to join the National Rove 
from Friday 30th September to Monday 3rd October 2022 “The Carnival may be 

over; the crowds may have gone but the flowers hopefully remain.  This is the week after the Carnival so 
things may be less busy.” 
 
Full details of the National Rove are available on the: Rover Car Club of Queensland website @ www. 
https://www.roverqueensland.asn.au/ 
For further info Ross McCormack reme@qldnet.com.au or Phone 0403 040 334 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

https://www.roverqueensland.asn.au/
mailto:reme@qldnet.com.au?subject=National%20Rove%202022


 
 

 Page:. 23 

 

                            GET TO KNOW YOUR COMMITTEE MEMBERS 
 
As you know the Rover Owners Club has been in existence for well over 50 years and over this 
time has been under the custodial guidance of a volunteer committee made of keen members. 
 
Each year we have an annual general meeting where nominations are called for the many 
committee roles that it takes to keep an incorporated club functioning, this is often down to a few 
key individuals who take on the duties and responsibilities to lead and nurture the ongoing success 
of the club. For those who are able to attend the monthly meetings, the committee are visible and 
there is a good interaction however for many members who aren’t able to join in I thought I would 
provide a short profile.  I reached out to the committee executive and asked a few questions to give 
you some background and to get to know your Committee, I hope to present a short interview with 
each committee member over each of the next few editions, these are their stories, happy reading…. 
 
  Secretary -   Dudley Bennett 
   

 joined the ROC in 1989 when I purchased my first Rover, a French Blue P6B to replace an 
MG Magnette which was finding it hard to climb the hill on the school run! My wife was 
shocked at the increase in fuel consumption! 

 
My Garage: 

Current Rovers are a R40-75 Connoisseur and another identical one for spares(!) also a 
recently acquired 2001 Freelander 1 SE V6. 

Car History: 
Previous Rovers owned include Series 1 P6B x2, Facelift P6B x2, Quintet, 416i, 827 Vitesse 
(a favourite), R41-75 Diesel Tourer and several “rescued” 75 saloons! 

   
Why a Committee Member? Blame Ian Shearman for that!  

I was Secretary of the “MG Restorers' Association” for 20 years but stood down when I 
retired as we were spending so much time motor-homing Australia and Europe. When 
Warren McEwen stood down from the ROC Secretary's position, volunteers were very quiet, 
and Ian asked if I would stand so I said OK! I enjoy the group camaraderie and social 
gatherings and having always been one for the detail, it helps to keep the grey matter 
functioning! 

 
My “Dream Car”?  

Having been born in Bristol, UK I have always followed the Bristol Car brand and promised 
myself one day I would own one. However now values have climbed into the “supercar” 
league I don't find them so attractive! Also, frankly I just don't have room to fit another car 
anyway but last time in the UK I did buy the Bristol I can fit in....a Dinky Toys Bristol 450! 

   
As far as Rovers are concerned my ultimate choice would be an R-40 75 V8.  I'm over old 
bangers that creak and groan, I love the ambience of a “New 75” interior and it's subtle 
“Baby Bentley” appearance and ride but to have that V8 I think would make it the ultimate 
Q-car, however with petrol at over $2 a litre, that one's on the back burner too! 

   
My favourite ROC event is always the Display Day,  

A pleasant low-key day without the competitiveness of the MG crowd with their 
“chequebook restorations” and win at all cost attitudes. 

I 

Our Committee… 
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 A bit of personal background... I arrived in Australia in November 1972 while seeking to get 
away from the English winter for a few months of sun and surfing and ….. I loved it and am still 
here! Most of my “career” was in sales and marketing roles in the Dairy Industry with brands 
such as Allowrie, Western Star, Bodalla, Perfect Cheese, Diploma, Dutch Jug, Peters Farm etc. 
etc. most of which have since been sold off to N-Z! I was aware the corporate world did not value 
experience as much as I did so I promised myself when I reached 50 I would leave the dog-eat-
dog high-pressure world behind and do something I enjoyed and I did, I bought the mower shop 
in the suburb I live! So instead of 
tinkering with machinery on 
Saturday and Sunday, I changed it to 
tinkering Monday to Saturday! My 
wife and I successfully built the 
business up with increased sales and 
profits, but I saw the writing on the 
wall with the amount of cheap 
unserviceable chinese junk appearing 
in Bunnings etc, so we sold the 
business, retired and went motor 
homing Australia and Europe.... 

 
Figure 3 - Dudley has a large collection of period globes, lights and electricals 
across Rover & MG.  and is our R40 Knowledge leader 



ROVER OWNERS’ CLUB CONTACT LIST 2022
Management Committee
President Robert Walker              president@roverownersclub.com.au 0419220357
Vice President Richard Dalziel            vicepresident@roverownersclub.com.au       94893553     0412709228
Club Captain Andrew Holland          clubcaptain@roverownersclub.com.au 0414625236
Assistant Club Captain               Jack Loobeek               clubcaptain2@roverownersclub.com.au 0418972041
Secretary Dudley Bennett            secretary@roverownersclub.com.au             99973493     0499842454
Treasurer/Public Officer             Richard Dalziel            treasurer@roverownersclub.com.au              94893553     0412709228
Registrar Rob Turner registrar@roverownersclub.com.au 0404463489

General Committee
ACT Representative Chris Forsey act@roverownersclub.com.au 0413996481
Club Spares Officer Paul Anley clubspares@roverownersclub.com.au           96841795     
Editor Robert Belbin              editor@roverownersclub.com.au 0414263333
Webmaster Rob Turner webmaster@roverownersclub.com.au 0404463489

Clubs Reps - Sub Committee   
All British Rep Andrew Holland          abr@roverownersclub.com.au
Club Plates ACT Hugh Boulter               clubplatesact@roverownersclub.com.au       62588221     0407215008
Club Plates NSW Steven Williams           clubplatesnsw@roverownersclub.com.au     98965650     
Club Shop Gail & Peter Scott        clubshop@roverownersclub.com.au
CMC Rep Robert Belbin              cmc@roverownersclub.com.au 0414263333
Council of ACT Motor Clubs     Chris Forsey act@roverownersclub.com.au 0413996481
Librarian Jack Loobeek               library@roverownersclub.com.au 0418972041
Rovernet Editor Chris Forsey rovernet@roverownersclub.com.au 0413996481
Workshop Manuals Jack Loobeek               manuals@roverownersclub.com.au 0418972041

Area Convenors
Hunter Barry Murdoch            hunter@roverownersclub.com.au 0412998192
Illawarra Stuart Rigby illawarra@roverownersclub.com.au              42323148     0431473825
North Eric Davison north@roverownersclub.com.au 66244537     
Western Peter Colwell               western@roverownersclub.com.au 68885310     0409927185
Southern Highlands Rob Turner highlands@roverownersclub.com.au 0404463489
Southern NSW/ACT Chris Forsey act@roverownersclub.com.au 0413996481

Model Technical Co-Ordinators 
Pre-War Simon Agar roverprewar@roverownersclub.com.au 0403250819
P2/P3 Greg Alexander           roverp2p3@roverownersclub.com.au           95695159     
P4 Nicholas Cope             roverp4@roverownersclub.com.au 0487474695
P5/P5B Warwick Ravell           roverp5@roverownersclub.com.au 0421201257
P6/P6B Andrew Holland          roverp6@roverownersclub.com.au 0414625236
SD1 Adrian Rowland          roversd1@roverownersclub.com.au              47878591     
Rover 400/800 Series Rex Mickan rover800series@roverownersclub.com.au 0409787541
Land Rover Dennis Trigg landrover@roverownersclub.com.au             49592122     
Range Rover/Discovery             Jim Nicholson              rangerover@roverownersclub.com.au           96242247     
R40.75 Dudley Bennett            rover75@roverownersclub.com.au 99973493     0499842454



Rover Owners’ Club Inc. NSW & ACT

LONG STANDING MEMBERS

50+ Years of membership

Rodney Sampson 56
David Pyett 54

40-49 Years of membership

Rob Turner 47
Anthony Ward 43
Bill Campton 43 Life Member
John Clarke 41
Ron Jacques 41
Chris Forsey 40
Tony Cope 40
George Berger 40

30-39 Years of membership

Anne Lloyd-Owen 39 Life member
David Bond 39
Robert Young 38
Mark Warren 38
Wal Pywell 37
Theo Lyras 37
Stuart Rigby 35
Nigel Rock 35
Ian Vennard 34
Tim Crick 33 Life member
Peter Conway 33
Allen Thompson 33
Dudley Bennett 32
Richard Eslick 32
Lloyd Missen 31

The club appreciates and acknowledges members' enthusiasm for the
preservation of the Rover marque.



ROVER OWNERS’ CLUB INC.

Presidents

1965 - 1968 Keith Beale

1969 - 1970 John Allcock

1970 - 1972 Neville Lowe

1973 - 1976 James Moule

1977 - 1980 David Arnold

1981 - 1984 Robert Merrick

1985 - 1987 Ray Quigley

1987 - 1991 Tony Cope

1991 - 1994 Theo Lyras

1994 - 1998 Michael Douglas

1998 - 2003 Bruce Duncan

2003 - 2005 Derek Scott

2005 - 2009 Richard Dalziel

2009 - 2010 Jim Nicholson

2010 - 2016 Janet Legge

2016 - 2017 Warwick Ravell

May 2017 Nicholas Munting

2017 - 2018 Ian Shearman

2018 - present Robert Walker
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Rover Owners Club 
    General Meeting 23rd March 2022               

 
 
Meeting opened at 8:00 pm with 26 members and guests attending. 
 

President’s welcome: The President, Robert Walker, welcomed members to a thankfully 
drier meeting after all the rain of the last month. Special welcome to John Oppenheim (P6B) 
attending his first meeting with friend, Simon Pembro. 
 The President announced it was his pleasure to officially acknowledge Ken Dunkley's 
enormous contribution as Editor of Freewheeling for the past 20 years. Robert presented Ken 
with a gift from the Club, a parcel of aviation related books for his reading pleasure. (Round 
of applause) Robert then went on to announce it had been decided to further acknowledge Ken's 
service by appointing him a Life Member of the ROC and presented Ken with a plaque to that 
effect. (Further round of applause) 
 
Apologies:  Robert Turner, Chris Forsey, Kevin Ward, Rex & Robyn Mickan, Paul 
Diggle, Roy Allen and Tony Cope. 
 
Previous minutes.   
Moved:   Jack Loobeek    2nd Andrew Holland     Adopted. 
 
Committee reports 
Vice President /Treasurer/Public Officer:   
Richard Dalziel reported: 
 
ANZ TD1      $24,000.39   
Bendigo SMF NSW  $20,000.00   
Bendigo SMF ACT  $  1,098.15 
Bendigo chq NSW  $  8,151.60 
Consolidated               $53,250.14 
YTD income $10,970  minus YTD expense $6,967 = Net Surplus $4,003 
Membership receipts have been issued up to 08 Mar 2022. 
 
Secretary:  Dudley Bennett informed members that the PO box had been cleared and all mail 
distributed to the relevant club officer. Reciprocal magazines were on display. 
 
Editor: Robert Belbin reported the March issue of Freewheeling was distributed on time; the 
April issue is being prepared.  Contributions always welcome & needed – please send your 
articles to the Editor. 
 
Web Master:  Rob Turner reported by email 
 
ROC Website and IT: working well, no problems to report. 
Registrar: Rob Turner reported membership numbers: 
 
Current Financial Membership:  

Meeting Minutes….. 
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178 Primary Members 
29   Family Members 
3     Life Members 
2    Honorary Members 
Total Financial Membership as at 20 March 2022: 212 
Members Joined since the February 2022 General Meeting: 
2204 Marc Hendricx, 1975 Rover 3500S P6B 
2206 Pierre Burger, 1989 Range Rover Classic 
• Total Vehicles on Register: 375 
 
Club Captain:  Andrew Holland/Jack Loobeek reported 
24/4 Thirlmere Railway Museum visit 
15/5 National Motoring Heritage Day.  East Kurrajong 
10/7 Mid-Winter Run.  Wentworth Falls 
30/7 Newcastle All British Day 
14/8 Shannons Eastern Creek 
11/9 All British Day.  Kings School 
30/9 – 3/10 National Rove. Toowoomba 
2022 Display Day date and venue TBA 
 
Spare Parts:  
  Paul Anley reported unfortunately the Leets Vale storage was flooded again. (See General 
business) Paul advised he has a large quantity of P6/P6B window and door rubbers available 
at $5 a length. Contact Paul Anley to arrange inspection of parts held at Rydalmere.  
 
CMC.  Next meeting end of March 
 
Club Plates:  We have 90 cars on HVS with the ROC as primary club (Mar 2022). 
 
ROC Shop:  Merchandise is available to purchase at meetings, see Gail or Peter Scott. 
We have replacement Series 2 “Facelift” P6/P6B bonnet badges available. 
 
ROC Library: A selection of books is available to borrow at meetings – see Jack.  
We have 3 new books by James Taylor also several new titles. 
 
General business: 

• Robert Walker advised after the annual chasing up of members who haven't renewed 
it looks like we will lose about 20 due to moving, selling their cars or natural causes. 
We welcome new members almost every month and vehicles on our register continue 
to rise, we may hit 400 this year. 

• Cobweb Runs. Max Pegler advised the Berowra Waters fish and chip run was 
successfully held on the third attempt! A good roll up of 18 attendees.  

            The next run on 21/4 will meet at Windsor and travel up the Old Bathurst Road for        
lunch at the Lapstone Hotel. 

• Leets Vale.  Has been flooded again, this time a metre deeper than the last which we 
only completed the clean-up from a few weeks ago! Richard Dalziel & Dudley 
Bennett spent a day this week helping Warren McEwen with his enormous clear up 
by removing the mud by wheelbarrow from the parts shed and surrounds and an initial 
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water blasting of the spare parts. Further visits will be required in due course when 
access improves. 

 
Rover reparations:  

• Ian Shearman reported of his renewed search for a trimmer to replace sagging    R40-
75 head linings. Prices appear to have increased considerably since pre-covid times and 
suitable material also seems to be in short supply. Full report next month. 

• Jack Loobeek reported on fitting an expansion tank to his P6B also fitting new door 
seals. 

• Peter Scott reported on P6 window winder problems and sought advice from the floor. 
• Dudley Bennett detailed the problems encountered when he and Richard Dalziel 

changed over the leaking thermostat on his KV6 equipped Freelander. Two pieces 
fractured while being removed from the block leaving bits of plastic buried in the block 
to be removed. Would have been impossible using the “Keyhole method”. Further work 
required to re-seal the fuel injection pipes which leaked on applying pressure. More 
next month! 

 
Evening activities: 
  Robert Walker then presented his and Augusta Monro's Toyota MR2 which was in the hall 
looking immaculate and defying its 20-year age. Robert related its development in the 70's as 
a mid-engined fully balanced layout, almost unknown at the time. (MR2 = “Midship Reardrive 
2-seater) Interesting features such as the special safety cell were detailed and the progress from 
the Mk1 through to the even lighter Mk3 of 2002 which was the one on display. It can even 
carry a set of golf clubs, apparently “de rigeur” for any Japanese car! 
 
The raffle was drawn, and the meeting closed at 9.30 pm. 
The members then adjourned for refreshments. 
 
The next Meeting to be held on Wednesday the 27th of April 2022 
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A quick look back at what has made news in this Month through history:

1899 
122 years ago 
Herr Beissbarth of Munich, Germany was issued a license plate for his Wartburg. This plate survives today and 
is believed to be the oldest such artefact in existence. 
 
1901 
120 years ago 
New York became the first US state to require license plates by law. Owners 
of motor vehicles were obliged to register their names and addresses, along 
with a description of their vehicle. The state sent each owner a small license 
plate, at least three inches high, which bore the owner's initials 
 
1925 
96 years ago 
Cecil Kimber, founder of MG, drove the first MG sports car to victory in the Land’s End Trial. This was to be 
the first of many successes for the famous octagonal marque. Since that first victory, MG has participated in 
almost every form of motorsport and achieved success in hill climbing, land speed record breaking, long-
distance endurance racing, rallying, in touring cars and sprinting. 
 
1928 
94 years ago 
Henry and Clara Ford, travelling as 'Mr & Mrs Robinson', arrived in Southampton to inspect Ford's British 
operations, meeting the King and Queen and business and political leaders. Henry Ford appointed Sir Percival 
Perry to relaunch Ford Britain. The proposed Dagenham plant would be the centre of manufacture for Europe. 
 
1934 
87 years ago 
The Citroen Traction Avant was shown to an astonished public in Paris. Capable of 62 mph (100 km/h), it 
consumed fuel at 28 mpg. It had a welded monocoque whilst most other cars of the era had a chassis onto which 
the "coachwork" was built. The front wheels were independently sprung, using a torsion bar and wishbone 
suspension arrangement whilst rear suspension was a simple steel beam axle and a Panhard rod, trailing arms 
and torsion bars attached to a 3-inch (76 mm) steel tube, which in turn was bolted to the monocoque. The car 
remained in production until 1957, at which point it was still in advance of most of its contemporaries in most 
areas apart from styling. About 760,000 units were produced. 
 
1948 
73 years ago 
The Land Rover was officially launched at the Amsterdam Motor Show. Brothers Maurice and Spencer Wilks 
developed the vehicle as a result of a conversation about Maurice's American 4x4. Realising the gap in the 
British market for such a vehicle, they quickly produced a prototype out of aluminium and steel, metals that 
were still rationed in England at the time.  
 
Production began on the 1949-model Ford, the first all-new automobile design 
introduced by the Big Three after World War II, civilian production having 
been suspended during the war, and the 1946-1948 models from Ford, GM, 
and Chrysler being updates of their pre-war models. Popularly called the 
"Shoebox Ford" for its slab-sided, "ponton" design, ushering in modern 
streamlined car design with changes such as integrated fenders and more ..  

365 Days of Motoring - In April 
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1964 
57 years ago 
Ford introduced the Ford Mustang on the first day of the New York 
World's Fair in Flushing, Queens. The brainchild of Lee Iacocca and his 
production team, the Mustang was essentially a Ford Falcon with a new 
frame and body. It was as so successfully marketed, thanks in part to its 
introduction at the World's Fair, that the Mustang became one of Ford's 
best-selling models of all time. 
 
1971 
50 years ago 
Public launch day of the rear-wheel-drive Morris Marina, although now often described as one of the worst cars 
of all time, the Marina was one of the most popular cars in Britain throughout its production life, narrowly 
beating the Ford Escort to second place in the UK car sales table in 1973, and regularly taking third or fourth 
place. 
 
1975 
46 years ago 
The last Citroen DS was produced, ending a run of nearly 20 years. Produced in sedan, wagon/estate and 
convertible body configurations, Citroën sold 1,455,746 cars,. Italian sculptor and industrial designer Flaminio 
Bertoni and the French aeronautical engineer André Lefèbvre styled and engineered the car 
 
1981 
40 years ago 
The first shipment of De Lorean DMC12 sports cars left Belfast for New 
York. 
 
2002 
19 years ago 
Inspector Morse's burgundy Jaguar Mk II, arguably the most recognisable Jaguar in the world, was sold for 
£53,000 at auction. 
 
MG Rover announced the building of the 1.5 millionth MG car since production began in 1924 
 
2005 
17 years ago 
Patricia Hewitt, the Secretary of State for Trade and Industry, announced – after a 
conversation with MG Rover chairman, John Towers – that the company was to be put 
into administration. MG Rover Group said they would break up the company, laying off 
5,000 workers, in a bid to find buyers for different units after the Shanghai Automotive 
Industry Corp. made clear it was not interested in a joint venture. 
 
2009 
12 years ago 
The British government promised a multimillion-pound investment to try to jumpstart the market for 
environmentally friendly electric cars. 
 
2011 
10 years ago 
The first new MG for 16 years rolled off the production line in Longbridge. 
Designed in the UK, the parts were made in China and assembled in the UK. 
The 5-seater MG6 had top speed of 120mph (193km/h) and took 8.4 seconds 
to go from 0-60mph. 
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2012 
10 years ago 
The Transition Roadable Aircraft, developed by Terrafugia, Inc., made its 
auto show debut at the 2012 New York International Auto Show. The 
Massachusetts firm priced the commercial flying car at $279,000.   
 
2013 
9 years ago 
The Veyron Grand Sport Vitesse version of the Bugatti Veyron became the fastest roadster in the world, 
reaching an averaged top speed of 408.84 km/h (254.04 mph) in a test. 
 
2014 
8 years ago 
For The Love of Cars, a one-hour automotive show, presented by actor 
and car enthusiast Philip Glenister and renowned designer and 
restoration expert Ant Anstead, was first broadcast on Channel 4. Each 
show begins with. some of the vehicle’s history, and why it is important 
to British motoring.. As the car is restored by Ant and his team Phil 
looks into the social side of the vehicles, meeting owners' clubs and 
attending events to get a feel for how the restoration should progress. 
(Available on some streaming TV services and also on Youtube channel 
 
2015 
7 years ago 
Production of the Jaguar XE formally commenced at Jaguar Land Rover's Solihull plant. The XE was the first 
compact executive car Jaguar had produced since the 2009 model year X-Type moving the company away from 
the Ford derived platforms that were used in the past for the X-Type and XF. The use of Jaguar's own platform 
allowed the XE to feature either rear-wheel drive or all-wheel drive configurations and was the first car in its 
segment with an aluminium monocoque structure. 
 

 



THE ROVER OWNERS’CLUB SHOP: Regalia

The ROC collection includes both ROC clothing and vehicle regalia. All ROC regalia can be used at club events,
invited events and ROC meetings. You can order the ROC Clothing Collection or the ROC clothing collection by
completing the order form below and emailing to Gail and Peter Scott at clubshop@roverownersclub.com.au

THE CAR COLLECTION

I tem Name Price            Quant i ty         Sub-tota l

Exterior window decal         $5.00 + p&p
ROC

Windscreen Sash $10.00 + p&p

Rover Wheel Stickers           $10.00 + p&p
(set of six)

Replica Rover P6 $55.00 + p&p
Tool Roll

Grille Badge $35.00 + p&p

      Rover P6/P6B 
          Series 2 Bonnet badge         $85.00 + p&p
           Includes gasket

ROC Polo Shirts $35.00 + p&p
(Limited Sizes Remain)

THE CLOTHING COLLECTION

Funds can be EFT to the Rover Owners’ Club account prior to pick up. Electronic funds transfer can be made to the Bendigo Bank BSB 633 000 
Account 126 077 999. Please use ‘your surname’ and ‘Payment Reason’ Club/shop merchandise purchase, so payment can be correctly 
allocated and receipted.
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A wide range of used spare parts are available on the club website for all models from P3 to the latest 
R40.   

Over the last few editions, we’ve mentioned Leets Vale where a lot of our spare parts are stored.  This 
has been the site of a lot of work to recover and clean these parts that have been inundated by the 
rising waters following the unprecedented rains across Sydney this year. 

Here are a few shots so that you can see how high the waters have risen flooding our storage sheds: 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Spare Parts 
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ROVER R40 75 BUYERS GUIDE 

Warren McEwen, Dudley Bennett, Richard Dalziel and Chris Forsey, who have had many years’ 
experiences with these cars, have put together this checklist for those considering the purchase of one 
of these most rewarding “modern classics”. 

 Things to consider – • Year of manufacture? 2001 models had the best specs, real wood dash (plastic 
later), more leather, badges etc. 2002 models onwards suffered cost cutting under “Project Drive” 
economy measures. “Facelift” models 2004/5 especially affected.  

• Saloon / Tourer? Tourers (station wagons, the R41 model) very rare in Australia. Only 99 sold here. 
Spare body parts rare.  

• Petrol/Diesel? Diesels are economical and reliable (timing chains not belts) with bags of torque but 
not as refined or smooth as petrol engines. Many “Facelift” diesel cars were sold at the 2005 liquidation 
auction. Petrol engines are long lasting but do have weaknesses, mainly relating to the plastic 
components used.  

• Which model? Connoisseur / Club / Classic. Interiors all leather except Classic. Connoisseur had many 
features including sunroof (potential liability) traction control, electric everything, desirable wooden 
steering wheel and gear lever (standard on SE). The Club SE is a popular well specced rarity without 
the sunroof. Classic is the “base” model.  

• Colours? Are a personal preference but Royal Blue and Copperleaf (maroon) have aged best. Other 
popular colours were Wedgewood Blue, White Gold, Zircon Silver and Moonstone Green. White, Black 
and others are rare. Check for sun damage/clearcoat lifting.  

• Interior condition? Rover leather interiors last well (unlike the MG equivalent) but check for damage 
and wear. Has the headlining dropped? Carpet covers in place.  

• Musty smell / wet carpets? If bulkhead plenum (and sunroof) drains have not been kept clear, water 
can enter car via the “pollen filter” and in worst case scenario contaminate the ECU. End of plenum 
drainpipe “duck bills” can be cut off to aid drainage.  

• Bits missing? Parts are often missing, e.g., engine undertray, battery cover, kick plates and rear light 
internal covers. These can be hard to find as it's the same parts that are so often missing.  

• Service history? Frequent (good quality) oil changes essential for long engine life. Is there proof of 
the major belt service having been done? Needed about every 100-150k kms and includes 3 timing 
belts, water pump, idler & tensioner pulleys and probably the thermostat as well, $2k to $3k. Listen to 
the engine, if it runs quietly the belts have probably been done recently, if it “rumbles” they haven't.  

• Correct coolant? Essential the correct pink 'OAT' coolant has been used. Check for leaks, especially 
in the “V” of the engine (failed thermostat) and down oil filter (water pump)  

• Check the oil filler cap. yellow sludge inside indicates overheating and head gasket failure. Walk 
away.  

• “Clonks” when driving? Worn lower control arm bushes and /or engine mounts. Inexpensive items 
but time consuming to install.  

• Brakes worn? Easy to inspect pad and disc wear through the holes in the alloy wheels. Discs need 
replacing every second set of pads.  

• Fault lights showing on dash? ABS and Airbag lights quite often appear despite all working well. 
Problems are usually just a dirty/failed sensor or a loose connection but may mean a “rego” test failure. 
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Q: What was the inspiration for MG's famed octagon-shaped badge?  
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