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President’s Comments
Welcome to another milestone as we had a successful
AGM at the end of September and I have been elected
unopposed (what a surprise) as your President for a further year. This will be year 3.
I was gratified that all the other office holders and committee members nominated for their respective positions. To ensure a smooth transition, if Andrew Holland
is transferred by AMP to Brisbane, we have appointed
Jack Loobeek to be assistant Club Captain and we welcome him aboard.
Our Victorian colleagues inform us that George Gosbell
one of their founding members has died and we send
the club and the family our condolences. Time stands
still for no one.
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Editor

The annual awards have been revealed and details are in
the body of this months publication. Remember all of
you are eligible to win.

Web master
Rob Turner

Our Display Day is on the 18 October so only 18 days,
as I write this, so get the final spit and polish on the
cars. There are no limits on the numbers so I hope for a
large turn out, especially after all the get togethers we
have missed due to the pandemic.

treasurer
@roverownersclub.com.au

Rob Turner

My annual report is reproduced in this edition. Please
give it your review.

Our next meeting on the 28 October will include a
presentation by Max Pegler on his journey through India. It is bound to be interesting so be there to share the
experiences of a fascinating continent.

secretary
@roverownersclub.com.au

webmaster
@roverownersclub.com.au
For a full list of all positions including phone numbers, see the back pages of this magazine.

The Rover Owners’ Club welcomes
new members.
Donald Friend, 1984 Rover 3500SE
Stan Keifer, 1956 Rover 90
Lindsay Gentle, 1968 Rover 2000TC
Douglas & Jeremy Cardew, 1969 Rover 2000TC
Jack Hickman, 1968 Rover 2000TC

Cover Photos
Front Cover:

Finally another Cobweb Coffee Morning is scheduled
Alan Gaunt’s P3 at the Cobweb Run to
for the 15 October. Please come if you can because they Scheyville National Park.
are proving to be an excellent format for an enjoyable
(see more on page 11)
few hours of driving through the Australian bush and
Back Cover.
meeting with fellow enthusiasts.
In the meantime,
Happy and Safe Rovering

Some of the cars ready to go on the Cobweb
Run (sitting patiently), while their drivers
refresh themselves inside McDonalds

Robert Walker
President
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PRESIDENTIAL REPORT TO AGM
SEPTEMBER 2020
It is time to present my second report for the year 2019/2020.
As you are all aware it has been a somewhat non eventful year from the club’s perspective due to the
pandemic.
As far as I am aware none of our members have been infected which is good news.
During the year many of our major events have been postponed or cancelled and therefore the use of
our vehicles has been at a minimal level. We hope for better things in the coming year.

Whilst at the membership renewal time in January we had a loss of membership, it is pleasing to report that there has been a constant flow of new members in the last nine months. The club now has
the largest membership and number of registered vehicles in our history. I trust the trend will continue.
The year also saw the passing of several stalwart, long term and founding members who will be
sadly missed but such is the price of father time marching on.
In financial terms the club is in a strong position and the details are reported elsewhere by our treasurer.
Freewheeling and Rovernet continue to provide quality information on a monthly and weekly basis.
These publications are the life line for members and I am sure the respective editors would be gratified to receive articles and data to keep the system primed. It only takes 10% of our membership to
provide input to overwhelm the editors.
Our new Cobweb Coffee Runs are proving to be an excellent format and I urge you all to try and attend as and when you can.
Congratulations to this years award winners announced at the start of the meeting and remember any
member has the opportunity of winning. You just have to put in the appropriate effort.
The activities of our ACT colleagues have continued to surge ahead and I will present their report
shortly. (see next page. Ed)
As your President I have this year been superbly supported by our hard working committee and they
deserve your thanks and mine for a sterling effort.
We look forward to next year and getting back to full on activities and I encourage you all to participate. The real purpose is, of course, to keep as many Rover vehicles of every age on the road in
pristine condition.
In closing remember the strength of the club is totally reliant on your active involvement.
I wish you all a wonderful year of Happy Rovering.
Robert Walker
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President 2020

ACT Region Report.
I’m pleased to report on another busy year of activity in the Canberra region during 2019-2020.
Commencing at the beginning of 2019, folk in the Canberra region met every 6 weeks for coffee and a
chat. Known as ‘Canberra Café Conversations’ or CCC we have had a on average 10-12 folk attending
each meeting which has attracted folk from rural NSW and visitors from the Sydney region. CCC gatherings continued until March 2020 and then after a Covid break recommenced in June when it was deemed
safe.
In September 2019, Ian Stevenson hosted a Goulburn weekend away which included a visit to the Goulburn water works and steam engine, and he provided great hospitality at his home including a shed tour.
Many folk attended from Sydney and Canberra regions as well as rural and coastal areas of NSW.
Canberra region activity includes a regular catch up with the French car clubs every two months – usually
involving coffee and cake! We have had some enjoyable outings including recent visits to Lanyon and Pialligo.
Regular Canberra region events such as Marques in the Park at Belconnen and the Terribly British Day at
Queanbeyan were also well attended, along with a joint Rover/Armstrong Siddeley clubs Christmas dinner.
2020 has presented a few challenges. The Canberra region was impacted by extreme heat and fire storm
activity over the Christmas/ New Year break and thick smoke enveloped the city for many weeks. On 18

January we also experienced a severe hail storm which cut through the city and damaged over 40,000 vehicles as well as buildings, flora and fauna. Nine months on and the local salvage auctions are still disposing
of cars damaged by this storm event including some Rover cars.
Despite the challenges, I am aware that folk in the Canberra Rover community have stayed in touch and
welcomed opportunities to gather when health restrictions have allowed.
In addition to my role as local coordinator for Southern NSW and ACT, I commenced in June 2020 as Editor of RoverNET, taking over from Rob Turner who did a wonderful job for the past three years. This is a
great role to be involved with as it involves contact with many members and its an opportunity to be creative. Club communications are vital to the survival of any club, and the ROC has great publicity resources
via Freewheeling magazine, the ROC website and RoverNET.
In 2019 we reintroduced a locally awarded club trophy to be administered within the ACT region. The
‘Club Member of the Year’ trophy was donated by Don Dixon and first awarded in 1984. In 2020 this trophy is awarded to David Brand. David has been an active participant in Canberra region activities over
many years, originally driving to events from his home in Wagga in his P6B. In recent years David moved
to Canberra and has been a regular attendee in a Rover 416i Vitesse. Although the Rover is now gone, David continues to maintain support and enthusiasm for the Rover marque and I hope you’ll join me in congratulating David for being awarded this trophy.

Chris Forsey (Southern NSW/ ACT region representative)
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Club News
Vale Michael Douglas
Michael (Mike) Douglas. Mike Douglas was the 10th President of the Rover Owners’ Club,
holding the role from 1994 to 1998. He was an active President and the Club held many
events or outings with a strong membership of the P4 range of vehicles as well as P5 and the
well-known P6 range. During Mike’s Presidency the P4 range of Rovers was extremely popular and much of this popularity was led by Mike’s interest in the marque. He could not let a
P4, or P4 part, go by and his home at Concord was an Aladdin’s Cave of Rover P4 cars and
parts ranging from motors and gear boxes as well as panels and interior fittings. Mike and his
late wife , Beryl, attended many, many ROC events and were continually active including
when our branch hosted the 2000 Rove in Sydney. Between them they seemed to know almost all the members who attended that Rove and spent many hours chatting about their favourite marque. They both were Rover people through and through. Mike was also a very
keen member of the local historic society and enjoyed talking to groups about some of the
major buildings in his local area. He knew anecdotes and facts about so many of the sites and
was an interesting speaker. But probably his first love was always Rovers. Well, perhaps
Rovers after his long-term partner, Beryl. They were of “the old school” who knew so much
about the vehicles and always willing to share knowledge and advice. After Mike stepped
down as President he continued his active interest in the ROC and was a regular at our General Meetings and events. Sadly, as happens to all of us, the years rolled on and we did not
see as much of Mike as were used to. Finally, time caught up with Mike and he left this world
to re-unite with Beryl. Those of us who knew Mike can be assured he would be proud of the
Rover Owners’ Club as it continues to go from strength to strength. Perhaps that is Mike’s
legacy for all of us. Farwell friend of the ROC.
You are well remembered.
Bruce Duncan 11th President

Auction Action at Christmas Meeting
or
Mirror– Mirror on the wall

The club has been given a mirror with a comprehensive
range of Rover cars on it. It would make a perfect Christmas gift for yourself or somebody else
(Suggestion. Hang it in your man cave and think of what
your next project might be)
This unique mirror will be auctioned at the December
Christmas function. The proceeds will be split between
Cancer Research and Bush Fire Brigade.
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Joseph Lucas

There are plenty of people who are quick to point out that things could have been done better or to ‘put down’ the efforts
of others. Generally, but not always, these are people who are doing little to contribute to society.
Take Joseph Lucas for example
There is an endless series of jokes or ‘funny’ stories abut Lucas electrical equipment.
But what is the truth about Joseph Lucas?
The following has been taken from Wikipedia on the internet and tells the story of Joseph Lucas
Ref https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Lucas_Industries

Foundation
In the 1850s, Joseph Lucas, a jobless father of six, sold paraffin oil from a barrow cart around the streets of Hockley. In 1860,
he founded the firm that would become Lucas Industries. His 17-year-old son Harry joined the firm around 1872. At first it
made general pressed metal merchandise, including plant pot holders, scoops and buckets, and later in 1875 lamps for
ships. Joseph Lucas & Son was based in Little King Street from 1882 and later Great King Street Birmingham.

1902 to World War I
In 1902, what had by then become Joseph Lucas Ltd, incorporated in 1898, started making automotive electrical components such as magnetos, alternators, windscreen wipers, horns, lighting, wiring and starter motors. The company
started its main growth in 1914 with a contract to supply Morris Motors Limited with electrical equipment. During
the First World War Lucas made shells and fuses, as well as electrical equipment for military vehicles. Up until the early 1970s, Lucas was the principal supplier to British manufacturers (such as BSA, Norton and Triumph) of magnetos,
dynamos, alternators, switches and other electrical components.

Post-World War I expansion
After the First World War, the firm expanded rapidly, branching out into products such as braking systems and diesel
systems for the automotive industry and hydraulic actuators and electronic engine control systems for the aerospace
industry. In 1926 they gained an exclusive contract with Austin. Around 1930, Lucas and Smiths established a trading
agreement to avoid competition in each other's markets. During the 1920s and 1930s Lucas grew rapidly by taking over
a number of their competitors such as Rotax and C.A.Vandervell (CAV). During WW2 Lucas was engaged by Rover to work on the combustion and fuel systems for the Whittle jet engine project, making the burners. This came about
because of their experience of sheet metal manufacture and CAV for the pumps and injectors. In about 1957 they started a semiconductor manufacturing plant to make rectifiers and transistors.

Lucas Plan (1976)
In 1976, the militant workforce within Lucas Aerospace were facing significant layoffs. Under the leadership of Mike
Cooley, they developed the Lucas Plan to convert the company from arms to the manufacture of socially useful products, and save jobs. The plan was described at the time by the Financial Times as "one of the most radical alternative
plans ever drawn up by workers for their company", and by Tony Benn as "one of the most remarkable exercises that
have ever occurred in British industrial history". The Plan took a year to put together, consisted of six volumes of
around 200 pages each, and included designs for 150 proposed items for manufacture, market analysis and proposals
for employee training and restructuring the firm's work organisation.
The plan was not put into place but it is claimed that the associated industrial action saved some jobs. In addition, the
Plan had an impact outside of Lucas Aerospace: according to a 1977 article in New Statesman, "the philosophical and
technical implications of the plan (were) now being discussed on average of twenty-five times a week in international
media". Workers in other companies subsequently undertook similar initiatives elsewhere in the UK, continental Europe, Australia and the United States, and the Plan was also supported by and influenced the work of radical scientists
such as the British Society for Social Responsibility in Science and Community, peace and environmental activists
through spreading the idea of encouraging socially useful production. The Plan's proposals also had an influence on the
economic development strategies of a number of left-wing Labour councils, for example, the West Midlands, Sheffield, Cleveland and the Greater London Council, where Cooley was appointed Technology Director of the Greater
London Enterprise Board after being sacked by Lucas in 1981 due to his activism.
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LucasVarity (1996)
In August 1996, Lucas Industries plc merged with the North American Varity Corporation to form LucasVarity plc. Its
specific history is covered on the LucasVarity page but for the sake of continuity key aspects of the old Lucas business
histories to date, particularly that referring to CAV and Lucas Diesel Systems are still included here.

King of the Road
Harry Lucas designed a hub lamp for use in a high bicycle in 1879 and named the oil lamp "King of the Road". This
name would come to be associated with the manufactured products of Lucas Companies, into the present day. However,
Lucas did not use the "King of the Road" epithet for every lamp manufactured. They used this name on only their most
prestigious and usually highest priced lamps and goods. This naming format would last until the 1920s when the "King
of the Road" wording was pressed into the outer edge of the small "lion and torch" button motifs that frequently decorated the tops of both bicycles and motor-car lamps. The public was encouraged by Lucas to refer to every Lucas lamp
as a "King of the Road", but strictly speaking, this is quite wrong, as most lamps throughout the 20th century possessed
either a name, a number or both. Joseph and Harry Lucas formed a joint-stock corporation with the New Departure Bell
Co., of America in 1896, so that Lucas designed bicycle lamps that could be manufactured in America to avoid import
duties.
The King of the Road name returned in 2013 as Lucas Electrical reintroduced a range of bicycle lighting to the UK. The
name was reserved for the Lucas Electricals' premium LED bike lights.

Acquisitions and agreements
Lucas also acquired many of its British competitors:

CAV
CAV Ltd was headquartered in Acton, London making diesel fuel injection equipment for diesel engine manufacturers
worldwide and electrical equipment for commercial and military vehicles.
The company was formed by Charles Anthony Vandervell (1870–1955), making accumulators, electric carriage lamps,
and switchboards in Willesden.
In 1904 the firm, moved to Warple Way, Acton. The firm pioneered the dynamo-charged battery principle and in 1911
it produced the world's first lighting system used on a double-decker bus. By 1918 1,000 employees were making vehicle electrics and aircraft magnetos. Wireless components were also made from 1923.
In 1926 CAV was bought by Lucas. In 1931, CAV in partnership with Robert Bosch Ltd., became CAV-Bosch Ltd and
began making fuel injection pumps for the diesel industry and later fuel systems for aircraft. Lucas bought Bosch's interest out in 1937 and it became CAV Ltd in 1939. In 1978 the company's name became Lucas CAV.
In 1980 the Acton factory employed around 3,000 people making heavy-duty electric equipment for commercial vehicles, by this time high volume diesel fuel injection manufacturing had been relocated to larger modern factories in Kent,
Suffolk, Gloucestershire, and many countries throughout the world. Acton continued to make low volume specialist
pumps for the military and for Gardner engines.
The electrical business was sold to US company Prestolite Electric in 1998 and remained at Acton until relocating to
nearby Greenford in 2005.
The diesel fuel injection equipment research, engineering, and manufacturing business known in later years as Lucas
Diesel Systems Ltd continue at all of the worldwide sites (with the exception of those in Japan and South Carolina, US,
which had closed by this time) and since 2000 has been owned by Delphi, a US-domiciled automotive parts and systems
manufacturer. The name has been changed to Delphi, and the business is a major part of the Delphi Powertrain Division.
Worldwide diesel fuel injection business sites: England - Gillingham, Kent; Park Royal, London; Sudbury, Suffolk;
Stonehouse, Gloucestershire. France - Blois and La Rochelle. Brazil - São Paulo. Mexico - Saltillo. Spain - Sant Cugat,
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Girling
The company started as a car brake manufacturer after, in 1925, Albert H. Girling (also co-founder of Franks-Girling
Universal Postage) patented a wedge-actuated braking system. In 1929 he sold the patent rights to the New Hudson company. Girling later developed disc brakes, which were successful on racing cars from the early 1950s to the
1970s. Girling brakes had the quirk of using natural rubber (later nitrile) seals, which caused difficulties for some American owners of British cars because of incompatibility with US brake fluids.
Girling brake manufacture was taken over by Lucas in 1938, but the patent remained held by New Hudson until this in
turn was purchased by Lucas in 1943. Lucas then moved its Bendix brake and Luvax shock absorber interests into a
new division which became Girling Ltd. Girling products included:
•
Brake systems
•
Clutch systems
•
Shock absorbers
Hydraulic dampers - a short-lived Luvax/Girling cooperation that moderated up and down leaf spring movement by
turning that motion into a horizontal back and forth motion from the center. The damper hydraulically moderates, equally, both upward and downward motion of the wheels. In this sense, they are quite different from shock absorbers, which
mainly moderate upward movement of the wheel. Such dampers were used for a few years on light-weight British postwar cars, such as MG and Austin.

Rotax
Lucas Rotax has no connection with Rotax, the Austrian engine maker.

Rotax went through several name changes and manufacturing locations, the last of these being the former premises of
the Edison Phonograph Company in Willesden, west London in 1913. Initially a motorcycle accessory business, Rotax
began to specialise in aircraft components after the First World War. After an initial proposal for Lucas and Rotax to
jointly take over CAV, Lucas decided in 1926 to take over both companies.
In 1956 Lucas Rotax opened a new plant in the new town of Hemel Hempstead to the north of London. Lucas Rotax
was later renamed Lucas Aerospace. By the 1970s the company had 15 plants at various locations.

Aerospace
Based in the Park Royal Industrial Estate, London next to a soy sauce factory and opposite Lucas Rotax, this facility
provided components for BAE Systems, principally for the Stingray Torpedo Project.

Simms
In 1913 Frederick Richard Simms started Simms Motor Units Ltd, which in the First World War became the principal
supplier of magnetos for aircraft and tanks, also supplying dynamos, starter motors, lights, pumps, nozzles, spark
plugs and coils.
The East Finchley factory continued to expand after the war, eventually reaching 300,000 square feet (28,000 m2). In
1955, the company acquired seven other British light engineering companies: R.F. Landon Partners, Horstman, MonoCam, Hadrill and Horstmann, Industrial Fan and Heater, Clearex Products and Simplus Products. At the end of 1957,
the company formally changed its name to Simms Motor and Electronics Corporation Ltd., informally known as the
Simms Group. The Simms Group was taken over by Lucas in 1968 and integrated within the CAV division. Manufacturing in East Finchley was steadily run down and the factory closed in 1991 to be redeveloped for housing. It is commemorated by Simms Gardens and Lucas Gardens

Cross-licensing agreements
In the 1920s Lucas signed a number of cross-licensing agreements with Bosch, Delco, and most of the other automotive
electrical equipment manufacturers in Europe and North America. In addition, these agreements included a noncompetitive clause agreeing that Lucas would not sell any electrical equipment in their countries and they would not sell
electrical equipment in Great Britain. By the mid-1930s Lucas had a virtual monopoly of automotive electrical equipment in Great Britain.
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Land Rover Finds New Home

By Tony Mc Taggert

Rover enthusiast and member of our Rover Owners Club Tony McTaggart reported back on a successful
Auction in the Upper Hunter. Tony, an active auctioneer with Edward Higgens Parkinson First National, reported last month about the upcoming auction on the 19th September near Muswellbrook.
The Old 1951 Series 1 Land Rover was a bit of a garage find, and with the retirement of the farm owner, it
was time to sell all his wares. The auction attracted hundreds, and on a clear and warm spring morning they
gathered to bid on some 450 lots. It was a mammoth auction commencing at 10am and lasting some 6 ½
hours in sell all the items and plant.
While the Old Land Rover was iconic, it proved itself this way topping the market and selling for $9,000. “It
was a slow start to the bidding” Tony explained, but the buyers soon dropped their guard and got very interested. The 1st few increases were in $1000 bids, and then progressing past the $6000 mark in $500 increases.
“David Attenborough would have been a contender if he wasn’t in lock-down” the Auctioneer jested. It was
great to think that the old Rover will at least stays in the Hunter Valley with the new owner from Belmont
Newcastle. The new owner is keen to make it the “Pride of his Fleet” and is looking forward to a “FatherSon” restoration of the old girl. We all look forward to seeing this old 70 year old motor car gleaming and
fully restored.
Other interest was in a number of Motor Bikes with a YZ Yamaha 490 attracting a lot of interest and a peculiar little Suzuki RV 90 somewhat of a cute little micro road bike fetching some strong competition. Enquires
for some of the items came from interstate and it was rather frustrating for some who expressed genuine interest from South Australia, Queensland and Victoria who could make the sale due to “border closures”
These auction days are always a great day out. It was conducted Covid friendly and with acres and acres of
space people kept social distance with ease. “All our Auctions are promoted on our web site” at
www.ehpfirst.com and it’s always welcoming to have new faces at these sales.

Land Rover that was actioned.
( See text for more details
and details of final price)
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Cobweb Thursday Run.
17 September 2020
Text by George Berger
Photo as noted
The morning was looking good. A sunny thirty
degree day and I had allowed myself plenty of
time to get to the meeting place in time for
some coffee before heading off.
I started off and ten minutes down the road (not
very far in Eastern suburbs traffic), I realised
that I had forgotten my phone and had to head
back to get it. Never mind, I could still make it
in time for a quick cuppa and a rest stop. Going
down the Gore Hill Freeway the sign read
"Over height truck in Lane Cove Tunnel Use
Epping Road". So I went around thinking I still
should get there on time. I also had to stop for
some petrol. As it turned out I drove in to the
parking area of McDonald's as the last few cars
were on their way out. No time for coffee. Including delays and detours; just on an hour and
a half.
We set off for a leisurely hour drive round the
suburbs and countryside going past every turf
farm that could be found before arriving at
Scheyville National Park.

Photo by George Berger
Photo by George Berger

There were 9 cars in attendance including Rovers, a Land Rover and some foreign rovers.
A bit more than last month. Hopefully the
COVID situation will ease and more people
will be able to get out for these outings.
We had an enjoyable picnic lunch while Paul
Anley filled us in on the history of the site.t is
now a national park but was opened in about
1890 as a home for boys sent from England,
and also used as an interment camp for enemy
aliens during the world wars, as an immigrant
hostel and also by the army as a training camp.
Paul served there during his National Service
time and he entertained us with his memories
of camp life before taking us for a walk round
to see the remains of the camp.
At 2pm people said it was time to go to miss
the school traffic and school zones.
After another hour and a half drive home I
would have passed through at least 8 school
zones mainly on the Pacific Highway.
I arrived just in time for the weather to change
as the temperature dropped rapidly and the
wind came up. All in all, a great day out, an
enjoyable drive and good company.

Photo by George Berger
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Line up of cars and drivers at Scheyville National Park on September Cobweb Run Photo by Augusta Munro.
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October Mid-Week Cob Web Run
Thursday 15 October

Meet at McDonalds, Narellan, on the corner of Camden Valley Way and Narellan Road for a run to Wallacia Hotel for a
pub lunch. Meet at 10:30 for a 11:00 departure.
Should be pleasant sitting in Wallacia Hotel courtyard for lunch.
Speed limits are mostly 80kph, and there is some 100kph. As we'll be driving past the Warragamba Dam Viewing Platform. We'll stop there for a few minutes on the way.
Subject to late change.
Everyone and everything welcome, but bookings essential until Covid restrictions are eased. Limit 20 people.

Contact: Max Pegler 0417 212 220

or maxp@roverownersclub.com.au

A History of Wallacia

Taken from the Wikipedia on the internet

Wallacia is a suburb of Sydney. Formerly a rural village it is 68 kilometres (42 mi) west of the Sydney GPO (General
Post Office), in the local government areas of the City of Penrith, City of Liverpool and Wollondilly Shire. It is part of
the Greater Western Sydney region, Metropolitan area.
Originally the region was called Riverview, but later became known locally as Wallace after Robert Wallace who grazed
cattle on the 2,000 acres (8.1 km2) that he rented from Sir Charles Nicholson 1st Bt. of Luddenham. His house became
the unofficial Post Office from November 1885, situated at the rear of what is now the Wallacia Store and Newsagents.
By 1897, a school built in the area was known as Wallace School. When the Post Office became official in November
1905, the G.P.O. named the area Boondah, as the name Wallace was already in use elsewhere in New South Wales.
However, local people objected and to retain the link with Wallace, they suggested that the area be called Wallacia. This
name was officially approved on 1 June 1906. On 25 March 1908 the John and Ethel Mary (née Murphy) Fowler family
moved from Mulgoa where Elizabeth Fowler née Holt had the PO Licence. John Fowler accepted the Wallacia PO licence from 1 April 1908 which has been in continuous Fowler family management for 100 years, celebrated 1 April
2008.
Wallace Post Office opened on 16 January 1891 and was renamed Boondah in 1905 and Wallacia in 1906.
John Blaxland had built an original wooden weir at "Grove Farm" for a sandstone flour mill and additional brewery.
When rust got into the English soft wheat, the flour mill failed and George Edward Cox of Winbourne (now Christian
Brothers Retreat Mt Zion) at Mulgoa across the Nepean River, a teetotaller, bought Grove Farm to stop further brewing.
Grove Farm was subsequently purchased by William "Billy" Baines hence Baines Hill on Silverdale Road over the Blue
Mountains monosinclinal foothills. In 1873 the highest recorded Nepean River flood was marked by Billy Baines with a
brass plaque on a sandstone block at Grove Farm near the barn which still has a water mark on a wood trunk pillar.

The region was chiefly one of dairying and grazing during the 19th century, but in the early 20th century - because of its
rural atmosphere and proximity to Sydney - tourism developed as people opened their homes as guest houses. After the
Second World War however, the increase in car ownership and the availability of air travel saw a decline in the local
tourist trade. Wallacia was once home to Bullen's Animal World, a theme park and circus, for several decades.
Growth in the area in the past few years has mainly occurred with the development of hobby farms by people seeking a
retreat from city life. To celebrate the centenary in 2006, the suburb had a parade with floats, line dancing and vintage
trucks.
Wallacia sits beside the Nepean River and landmarks include the Weir, Wallacia Bridge, Little Bondi and Wallacia Hotel - mock Tudor design by the Fowler family. It was the first place in Australia to introduce a fish ladder next to a weir.
Wallacia’s tourism is centred on the day-tripper trade with the Wallacia Hotel and the Wallacia Golf Course, the chief
attractions.
Blaxland Crossing Reserve is a prominent parkland with picnic tables and barbecue areas. It is proximate to Nepean
River. An annual social event held by Assyrian people, which commemorates Saint Zaia, takes place in the Reserve annually in September. Usually visited by around 1000 people, the occasion would feature live Assyrian singers and Assyrian folk dancing.
A few kilometers south of the suburb is Bents Basin, a nature reserve which features a large swimming hole.
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Club Calendar.
Club events.

Please remember it is necessary to reserve your place on any event, except Club meetings, by telephoning the person organising the event. If you decide later not to attend something for which you have booked, please let the person
organising the event know so others will not be inconvenienced by waiting for you unnecessarily. If you can’t get to the
event – get to a phone!
It should be recognised that whilst the Rover Owners’ Club takes every care and precaution, members and their guests participate in all activities by their own choice, and act on their own behalf, thus at their own risk.
The following are CLUB EVENTS. For these events you do not have to record the usage of your car in the log book which
you should be carrying in the car. You must however, carry this page from Freewheeling, or the equivalent page from Rovernet which proves you are travelling on a club event.

Thursday 15 . Cobweb run. Narellan to Wallacia Hotel for a pub lunch.

• Meet/Time | Narellan McDonalds at 10.30 am for an 11 am departure
Narellan McDonalds is at the junction of Camden Valley Way and Narellan Road.
Speed limits are mostly 80kph, and there is some 100kph. As we’ll be driving past the Warragamba Dam Viewing Platform,
we’ll stop there for a few minutes on the way. • Subject to late change.
• Visit website | https://wallaciahotel.com.au/
• Everyone and everything welcome, but bookings essential until Covid restrictions are eased.
• Limit 20 people.
• Contact | Max Pegler | Mobile | 0417 212 220 Email | maxp@roverownersclub.com.au

October

Sunday 18 | Sydney Region | Rover Owners Club Annual Display Day

Polish your Rover and head to the Rover Owners Club Annual Display Day
• Venue | The Australiana Village, 10 Rose Street, Wilberforce
• A dedicated ROC display area will be provided. • BYO picnic lunch or use their BBQs. (2x cafes also onsite).
• Time | from 10 am. Judging from 11 am.
• Cost | $5 gate entry to village
• Visit website | https://www.theapv.org.au/
• Contact | Andrew Holland | Mobile | 0414 625 236 Email | clubcaptain@roverownersclub.com.au
Jack Loobeek
| Mobile | 0418 972 041 Email | clubcaptain2@roverownersclub.com.au

Sunday 25| Canberra Region | in association with the French Car Club of Canberra
Drive to Yass and lunch at The Roses Cafe, 87-89 Comur St, Yass.
Website: https://www.therosescafe.com.au/
Opportunity to catch up with folk in the Yass region.
Contact | Chris Forsey | mobile | 0413 996 481
Email | act@roverownersclub.com.au

Wednesday 28 |Sydney region|. Monthly Meeting at Veteran Car Club
Venue | Veteran Car Club Hall, 134 Queens Road, Five Dock, 8:00 pm
Special speaker. Max Pegler will speak about his trip to India

Friday 13 |Canberra region | Canberra Café Conversation

November

Venue: Plumb on Tennant Café. Unit 1/5 Tennant Street, Fyshwick (nee Bunnings)
No bookings required Just turn up !
Contact Chris Forsey . Mobile 0413 996 481. E mail act@roverownersclub.com.au

Thursday 19. Mid week “Cob-web Himalayas” run. The last one for 2020. Mount Colah to Berowra Waters
via Berowra Ferry and Galston Gorge. 42 Kilometres , about 1.25 hours.
BYO everything for a picnic lunch. More details to follow and subject to late change.
Mt Colah
to Berowra
via
Ferry but
& Galston
42until
kms,
about
1.25
hrs.
Everyone
and everything
(i.e.Creek,
all sorts
ofBerowra
cars) welcome
bookingsGorge.
essential
Covid
–19
restrictions
are eased..
Limit 20 people.
Contact Max Pegler Mob 0417 212 220. E mail
maxp@roverownersclub.com.au

•

Wednesday 28 |Sydney region|. Monthly Meeting at Veteran Car Club
Venue | Veteran Car Club Hall, 134 Queens Road, Five Dock, 8:00 pm

This page is from the Rover Owners’ Club Inc monthly publication Freewheeling, and shows club events. There may be more
recent additions on the ROC web site.
All PDF files
14 and coloured brochures are available on the club’s web site.

Club Calendar.
Invited events.

August

July

The following are INVITED EVENTS. That means they have been organised by another club and the Rover Owners’
Club has been invited to attend. The Rover Owners’ Club will not be attending as a group. You should contact the person indicated, or visit the club web site and obtain details, followed by making your own arrangements to attend.
Note that there may be additional events on the Council of Motor Clubs web site and these are also classed as invited
events.
You should carry this page ,or the equivalent page from Rovernet, with you in the car and this may be inspected, if required, by somebody with the authority to do so.

This page is from the Rover Owners’ Club Inc monthly publication Freewheeling, and shows invited events. There may be more
recent additions on the ROC web site.
All PDF files and coloured brochures are available on the club’s web site.
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Minutes of the September General Meeting
23 September 2020

Meeting opened at 8:00 pm with 19 members and guests attending.
President’s welcome: The President, Robert Walker, welcomed members to the September and 2020 Annual General
Meeting. A special welcome to Doug Cardew (2000TC) to his first meeting.
Apologies: Robert Turner, Chris Forsey, Thea & Doug Shearman, Adrian Rowland, Barry Moray, Paul Diggle, Roy
Allen and Ashley Lynn.
Previous minutes. Moved Mark Nelson

2nd Jack Loobeek. Adopted.

Committee reports
Vice President /Treasurer/Public Officer:
Richard Dalziel reported
ANZ TD1
$ 14,000.00
ANZ TD2
$ 10,000.00
Bendigo Sav
$ 16,000.00
Bendigo Chq
$ 3,067.72
Westpac Chq
$ 1,097.95
Consolidated
$ 44,165.67
Secretary: Dudley Bennett informed members that the PO box had been cleared and all mail distributed to the relevant
club officer. Reciprocal magazines were on display.
Editor: Ken Dunkley reported that the September Freewheeling was issued in early September with a memory stick for
the printed version dropped in the Postage Officer’s letter box a day or two later. Work now started on the October issue. Any items, even those that are only vaguely car related, are always welcome.
Web Master: Rob Turner reported by email
ROC Website: all systems working well, no problems to report.
Registrar: Rob Turner reported membership numbers.
• Current Financial Membership:
192 Primary Members
32 Family Members
4 Life Members
2 Honorary Members
Total Financial Membership as at 21 September 2020: 230
• Total Vehicles on Register:
357
• Welcome to new members:
2169 Donald Friend, 1984 Rover 3500SE
2170 Stan Keifer, 1956 Rover 90
2171 Lindsay Gentle, 1968 Rover 2000TC
2172 & 2173 Douglas & Jeremy Cardew, 1969 Rover 2000TC
2174 Jack Hickman, 1968 Rover 2000TC
Club Captain: Andrew Holland reported the 2020 Display Day is still on for 18/10 at the Australiana Pioneer Village at
Wilberforce. Attendance numbers are not restricted due to the large venue.
Max Pegler reported on the recent “Cobweb Run” to Scheyville National Park which was attended by 10 people in 8
cars including a P3 and P6B. Members enjoyed a picnic in the shade and were entertained by Paul Anley who had
worked in the Army camp there in his “Nasho” days and told of his varied experiences during a tour of the buildings!
The next “Cobweb Run” is on 15/10 is to Narellan, Wallacia and Warragamba. See RoverNet (and page 14 for details).
ROC Shop:
Merchandise is available to purchase at meetings – see Gail or Peter Scott.
Spare Parts: Paul Anley reported a working bee to Leets Vale on Thursday 24/9 to sort through & tidy storage. Parts
stored with Dave Pyett for many years have been collected.
CMC: CMC general / delegate meetings will resume on 29 September 2020.
Continued on page 19
CMC meeting minutes are always available from the CMC website20202
Club Plates: There are 98 cars on HVS (as at 17 Sept. '20) – with two more pending.
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Minutes of the 2020 Annual General Meeting
23 September 2020
Meeting opened at 8:15 pm with 19 members attending.
Apologies: Rob Turner, Chris Forsey, Doug & Thea Shearman, Adrian Rowland, Barry Moray, Paul Diggle, Roy Allen, Ashley Lynn.
Previous minutes. Proposed: Mark Nelson Seconded: Jack Loobeek Carried
Treasurer’s annual report:

The Balance Sheet and Profit & Loss statements for the financial year 2020 were published in the August Freewheeling.
The FY2020 figures include normal club income and expenditure, and while there were no special events (Roves) during the period, Covid restrictions on club activities has had an impact, with lower than expected annual expenses (i.e.
meeting hall rental & expenses).
Financial summary for 2020,

Income
$ 11,212 steady
Expenditure
$ 7,289 down $1,400
Net Surplus
$ 3,923
The budget for FY2020 proposed a net surplus of $2,300.
Membership numbers have remained steady, with new members replacing members we have lost for various reasons –
We had 215 total members at 30 June.
Income for tax purposes $ 537 Non member income
Less related deductions $ 54
Less tax free thresh-hold $ 416
Net taxable income
$ 67
Estimated tax due to pay $ 37
Consolidated cash reserves at 30 Jun 2020 were $42,999.
As such, I believe the club remains in a sound financial position.
Richard Dalziel
Treasurer – Public Officer
Rover Owners Club – NSW & ACT
Richard Dalziel proposed these be accepted. Seconded Robert Walker. Carried.
Presentation of Awards
Alan Tester Award (for restoration) :
Ian Stevenson (SD1)
J K Starley Award (for attendance) :
Ian and Thea Shearman (R40-75)
Royce Cole Award (for most improved):
Peter Scott (P6B)
Chris Lloyd Owen Award (daily driver):
Chris Forsey (numerous models!)
Laurie McKay Award (for maintenance):
Jack Loobeek
Viking Shield (President's award for service): Dudley Bennett
ACT Don Dixon “Club Member of the Year "Award: David Brand
President’s Annual Report
The PRESIDENT’S report followed and is reproduced in this issue of Freewheeling on page 4
ACT Region Report.
The Australian Capital Territory report followed and is reproduced in this issue of Freewheeling on page 5.

Robert Walker handed over the chair to the returning officer Ian Shearman who conducted the election of the 2020-21
Committee.

Continued next page.
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Continued from previous page.

Election of Committee:
The results were as follows.
MANAGEMENT COMMITTEE:
President : Robert Walker
Vice President/Treasurer & Public Officer : Richard Dalziel
Secretary: Dudley Bennett
Registrar: Robert Turner.
Club Captains: Andrew Holland / Jack Loobeek
GENERAL COMMITTEE:
Webmaster: IT: Rob Turner
ACT Coordinator: Chris Forsey
Editor: Ken Dunkley
Parts Manager: Paul Anley
SUB COMMITTEE ROLES:
CMC Representative: Robert Belbin
ABCC Representative: Andrew Holland
Librarian: Jack Loobeek
Remaining Sub Committee roles to be appointed at the October Committee Meeting.
The incoming President then took the chair and thanked the members for his election.
General Business: There was no general business
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Minutes on Monthly Meeting September 2020 continued from page 16

General Business:
Paul Anley reported parts orders from Wadhams UK finally arrived after long delays. Suggestion of bulk/collated orders
to save on shipping to be taken up at the next Committee meeting.
Ian Shearman reported on his experience with a flat battery on his son's infrequently used new 75. An NRMA battery
still under warranty, it was replaced and expenses reimbursed but only after much time, effort and several phone calls.
Advice from the floor: always keep a “smart” charger attached to an infrequently used 75 battery due to the complex
electrical system that does not shut down like older models, especially on vehicles fitted with Satnav. Aldi smart
chargers were recommended as a value (approx $30-40) alternative to the expensive C-tek range.
Jack Loobeek reminded members a selection of Library Books were on display for borrowing.
Evening activities: The meeting was adjourned to hold the AGM.
The raffle was then drawn and the meeting closed at 9.15 pm.
The members then adjourned for refreshments.
The next Meeting to be held on Wednesday 28 October
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The ROC Club Shop
THE ROVER OWNERS’ CLUB REGALIA.
The ROC collection includes both ROC clothing and vehicle regalia. All ROC regalia can be used at club events, invited events and ROC meetings,. You can order the ROC car collection or the ROC Clothing Collection by completing the
form below and emailing to
Gail and Peter Scott at
club shop@roverownersclub.com.au.
THE CAR COLLECTION.

Item

Name

Price

EXTERIOR WINDOW DECAL
ROC

$ 5.00

WINDSCREEN SASH

$ 10.00

ROVER WHEEL STICKERS
(SET OF SIX)

$10.00

Quantity

Sub Total

$55.00
REPLICA ROVER P6 TOOL ROLL

.
GRILL BADGE

$35.00

THE CLOTHING COLLECTION.

Item

Name

Price

Quantity

Sub Total

CLOTH BADGE
(NIL STOCK)

R.O.C. POLO SHIRTS
(LIMITED SIZES REMAIN)

$35.00

R.O. C. SPRAY JACKETS
(NIL STOCK)

R.O.C. CAPS
(NIL STOCK)

Price to be advised

Funds can be EFT to the Rover Owners Club account prior to pick up.
Electronic funds transfer can be made to the Bendigo Bank BSB 633 000, Account 126 077 999
Please use “your surname” “Payment Reason” Club shop/merchandise purchase; so that payment can be correctly
allocated and receipted.
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Rover Owners’ Club Inc.
Presidents
1965 –1968
1969-July 1970
July 1970—1972
1973—1976
1977—1980
1981—1984
1985—May 1987
May 1987—1991
1991—1994
1994—1998
1998—2003
2003—2005
2005—2009
2009—2010
2010—2016
2016—2017
May 2017
2017—2018
2018—present

Keith Beale
John Allcock
Neville Lowe
James Moule
David Arnold
Robert Merrick
Ray Quigley
Tony Cope
Theo Lyras
Michael Douglas
Bruce Duncan
Derek Scott
Richard Dalziel
Jim Nicholson
Janet Legge
Warwick Ravell
Nicholas Munting.
Ian Shearman.
Robert Walker

Honour Roll.
Founding and
Life members
Grahame Jones

Life members
Anne Lloyd-Owen
Bill Campton
Tim Crick

Honorary Members
James Taylor

The Rover Owners Club meets on the fourth Wednesday of each month (except December when it meets on the second
Thursday of the month) at the Veteran Car Club of Australia, 134 Queens Road, Five Dock. Meetings commence at 8pm
sharp and usually consist of a general business meeting followed by a guest speaker or other appropriate entertainment.
A light supper is usually served after each meeting.
People with an interest in the marque, owners or principal drivers OF ANY ROVER vehicle (including 4wd) are welcome to join. Currently the joining fee is A$25.00 plus annual subscription A$35.00 including GST. Membership includes a year’s subscription of “Freewheeling”, the Club’s magazine. A members partner or relative can apply to
be an Additional Family Member if they wish to participate on committee or vote at club elections, but "Freewheeling"
is not included. There is an annual fee of $10 per additional family member wishing to take up this option.
Electronic Banking details are:- Account Name. over Owners Club Inc.
Bank . Bendigo

BSB 633 000
Account number 126 077 999
Club postal address is: -

Rover Owners’ Club, PO Box 503, Pennant Hills. 1715

The Club e-mail address is: -

president@roverownersclub.com.au

The club website is: www.roverownersclub.com.au
Overseas subscriptions are warmly welcomed. Visitors are welcome at any time. The Club conducts a number of events
during the year usually incorporating a drive to a particular venue. There are also social events that members may participate in, such as the Mother’s Day breakfast, annual dinner, picnics and the Club’s Annual Display Day.
An elected Management Committee supported by a number of appointed sub-committee roles manages the Rover Owners Club. The Management Committee meets monthly on the second Wednesday night. The President usually chairs this
meeting and minutes are kept.
‘Freewheeling’ is the official journal of the Rover Owners Club Inc. (under the NSW Associations Incorporations Act 1984) registered number Y2302602. The opinions expressed in Freewheeling are not necessarily those of the Rover Owners Club, its officers
or members. Whilst all care is taken, this Club and its officers do not accept responsibility for opinions expressed or the availability
or quality or fitness for use of any services, goods or vehicles notified for sale or hire or the genuineness of any advertiser or author. Other clubs may reproduce articles originating from members with acknowledgement to this publication.
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MANAGEMENT
COMMITTEE.
GENERAL
COMMITCLUB REPS
SUB COMMITTEE
AREA
CONVENORS
MODEL TECHNICAL
CO-ORDINATORS

President

Robert Walker

president@roverownersclub.com.au

Vice President

Richard Dalziel

vicepresident@roverownersclub.com.au

Club Captain
Assistant Club Captain

Andrew Holland
Jack Loobeek

clubcaptain@roverownersclub.com.au
clubcaptain2@roverownersclub.com.au

Secretary

Dudley Bennett

secretary@roverownersclub.com.au

9997 3493

0499 842 454

Treasurer & Public Officer

Richard Dalziel

treasurer@roverownersclub.com.au

9489 3553

0412 709 228

Registrar

Rob Turner

registrar@roverownersclub.com.au

0404 463 489

ACT Representative

Chris Forsey

act@roverownersclub.com.au

0413 996 481

Club Spares Officer

Paul Anley

clubspares@roverownersclub.com.au

9684 1795

Editor

Ken Dunkley

editor@roverownersclub.com.au

9533 3326

Webmaster

Rob Turner

webmaster@roverownersclub.com.au

All British Rep

Andrew Holland

abr@roverownersclub.com.au

Club Plates ACT

Hugh Boulter

clubplatesact@roverownersclub.com.au

6258 8221

Club Plates NSW

Steven Williams

clubplatesnsw@roverownersclub.com.au

9896 5650

Club Shop

Gail & Peter Scott

clubshop@roverownersclub.com.au

CMC Rep

Robert Belbin

cmc@roverownersclub.com.au

0414 263 333

Council of AC Motor Clubs

Chris Forsey

act@roverownersclub.com.au

0413 996 481

Face book Administrator

Vacant

Librarian

Jack Loobeek

library@roverownersclub.com.au

0418 972 041

Postage

Warwick Moriarty

postage@roverownersclub.com.au

Rovernet Editor

Chris Forsey

rovernet@roverownersclub.com.au

0413 996 481

Workshop Manuals

Jack Loobeek

manuals@rover ownersclub.com.au

0418 972 041

Hunter

Barry Murdoch

hunter@roverownersclub.com.au

0412 998 192

Illawarra

Stuart Rigby

Illawarra@roverownersclub.com.au

4232 3148

North

Eric Davison

north@roverownersclub.com.au

6624 4537

Western

Peter Colwell

western@roverownersclub.com.au

6888 5310

Southern Highlands

Rob Turner

highlands@roverownersclub.com.au

0404 463 489

Southern NSW/ACT

Chris Forsey

act@roverownersclub.com.au

0413 996 481

Pre-War

Simon Agar

P2/P3

Greg Alexander

roverp2p3@ roverownersclub.com.au

P4

Nicholas Cope

roverp4@roverownersclub.com.au

P5/P5B

Warwick Ravel

roverp5@roverownersclub.com.au

P6/P6B

Andrew Holland

roverp6@roverownersclub.com.au

SD1

Adrian Rowland

roversd1@roverownersclub.com.au

Rover 400/800 series

Rex Mikan

rover800series@roverownersclub.com.au

Land Rover

Dennis Trigg

landrover@roverownesclub.com.au

4959 2122

R.Rover/Discovery

Jim Nicholson

rangerover@roverownersclub.com.au

9624 2247

R40 . 75

Dudley Bennett

rover75@roverownersclub.com.au

9997 3493

22

0419 220 357
9489 3553

0412 709 228
0414 625 236
0418 972 041

0400 463 322
0404 463 489

9773 4734

0407 215 008

0411 739 132

0431 473 825

0409 927 185

9569 5159
0487 474 695
9872 7860
0414 625 236
4787 8591
0409 787 541
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