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President’s Comments
Welcome to the April 2020 Rover Ramblings.
We are living in interesting times.
As most of you will now know our
•
Club meetings
•
Club committee meetings
•
Club activities and
•
Club invites
have all been
cancelled.
The club premises at Five Dock have been closed until
further notice. Therefore our club meetings also have been
cancelled until further notice.
In terms of activities these are being cancelled progressively so it is important that you read your Rovernet and
Freewheeling to keep informed as to the latest status.

Currently the Rove 2020 is still scheduled for late October
but the five day additional tour has been cancelled.
Now with not being able to do anything or go anywhere
this is the opportunity to achieve the following :Write lots of articles and messages to our editor of
Freewheeling – he will be most appreciative
Go to the garage/workshop and do all those tasks
around the home you have been putting off and also get into bringing the prized Rover(s) up to first
class order.
Let us hope that by September the virus will have been
beaten and we can get back to normalcy.
I would ask you all if you are aware of any club members
who are sick, have lost their jobs, or are in need of assistance please let Richard or myself know so that on behalf
of the club we may try to provide support as appropriate.
In the meantime take care of
yourselves and stay safe.

Robert Walker.
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The Rover Owners’ Club welcomes
new members.
Kim Thraves, 1968 Rover P5B, 3.5 Litre
Coupe

Alan & Lynne Durant, 2019 Range Rover
Sport HSE

Cover Photos
Front Cover:
The Rover Owners’ Club Clean Up
Commandoes.
Read all about what they are doing in
this issue of Freewheeling.

Back Cover.
A Nice P4
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CLEAN UP AUSTRALIA DAY. 1st MARCH 2020
or
ATTACK ON PUTNEY RESERVE
By Jack Loobeck.

It was a bright sunny morning on the first March, 2020, when a group of Rover commandoes gathered on the banks of
the Parramatta River to plan their attack on Putney Reserve.
The Rover commandoes led by Captain Richard Dalziel, Lieutenant Paul Anley, Sergeant Major Ken Dunkley, Corporal Mark Nelson and Private Jack Loobeek were there to plan the best way to attack the enemy ( LITTER ), which
was entrenched throughout Putney Reserve. Some enemy troops were in plain view and others were hidden by trees
and shrubs and still more were taking cover on the shore line.
The plan of attack was to surround the enemy on all sides and capture its soldiers one at a time, bringing the prisoners
back to a central point near the ferry carpark. The battle lasted for one hour and the captives were disposed of into bags
and placed under a tree for pickup and transport to their final holding cells.
Afterwards a debriefing of the Rover commandoes took place over coffee and tea with sweets as we took a moment to
praise our efforts, accompanied by a good mateship chat.
In total, five members were in attendance on the day along with three Rover vehicles and a great time was had by all.
The litter situation at Putney Reserve seemed to be at a minimum level- maybe due to the local scout troop coming
through the week before!

Ian Bruce Carrick Kiernan AO
(4 October 1940 – 16 October 2018)
was an Australian yachtsman, property developer, builder, and environmental campaigner, known for cofounding with Kim McKay the notfor-profit Clean Up Australia campaign in 1989 and, in 1993, a similar
Clean Up the World operation, serving as the event's chairman, the annual initiative attracted participation
from 30 million volunteers in 80
countries.
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ROVER P4 100 – IS THAT AN ENGINE MISS?
Text and photos by: Richard Dalziel

My normally reliable, and stunningly presented P4 100 developed a slight engine miss around registration time in August 2019. Yes, classic Murphy’s Law, but I managed to get the pink slip, which potentially gave me 12 months to identify the cause, and remedy the problem.
Not that that sort of timeframe even remotely entered my head at the time. Cuppla daze!
As a mechanical engineer, whenever there is a problem with equipment, the fault-finding process is straight forward,
just look for an electrical issue.
Consequently I went down the “electrical” path, progressively changing plugs (one at a time), cleaning and resetting
points, then new points, new condenser, swapped the coil and rotor button, cleaned all the original copper ignition lead
connections at the distributor cap and the plug caps. Whenever I found some “green grunge” (a technical term for mild
electrolysis / corrosion) on a connection I was delighted, I thought I had found the culprit, but to no avail.
In defence of Rover design and quality, it is quite amazing how forgiving, and how well these engines run, even if they
have not been maintained to a pristine level. Not so with fancy pants modern cars.
However, with my frustration increasing, I took the new style silicon leads off the P6B, fitted them to the P4, still no
better. Unfortunately, it took half the morning to figure out where the rotten leads went back on the P6B – it looked
pretty obvious when I took them off!
On one of my random days at work I sought council with old John, the car guru, as he is always understanding and willing to help.
“Have you checked the compression; you dope?” Well no, because that would be a mechanical issue.
Out came the plugs, and I found compression ranged between 95 and 110 psi from cylinders 1 through 5, but cylinder 6
was a big fat zero. I even checked it three times to be sure, to be sure. So, I had found the problem at last, which also
explained the unburnt fuel dripping from the exhaust pipe! Now with hindsight and ample, latent collective wisdom, I
realised I had a burnt exhaust valve!
Being told that “P4s do this all the time”, didn’t really console me.
I removed all the engine bay ancillaries, then removed the head, to reveal
rather surprisingly coked up valves and combustion chambers, plus a
number 6 exhaust valve with a V-shaped chunk (another technical term)
missing from its side!
I took the head to a local head re-conditioner, for a strip, clean, new seats
and guides, plus new inlet and exhaust valves. This took longer than expected, and was always going to be ready “tomorrow or the next day”.
Note to self: Never tell anyone you are “not in a hurry, it’s only a hobby
car”!
Eventually it was ready and when I went to pick it up, I was given a goody
bag of bits and pieces and told these may be yours, if not, just bring them
back. Oh, and one of the small studs is stripped! Say what!
This news had me puzzled, but as I had a spare head at home, I figured I
should be able to sort things out.
It became obvious quite quickly that the head I had been given belonged
to a later Land Rover series 3 and not a P4 100 – close but no cigar. They
had overhauled another customer’s head and given it to me. (I should have
kept it, as it was in better nick than mine).
Thankfully we found my head (and all its bits) sitting on the strip down bench, so it was duly overhauled (eventually),
along with a thousand apologies.
While the head was away, I was able to clean and decoke the piston tops and exhaust valve seats, lap the new exhaust
valves, and fit all the exhaust valve springs, without losing any half collets. I had clean white rags stuffed down every
crevice, hole or gap, on, around and under the LH side of the motor – there was no way I was going to risk losing a flying collet. Those who have done this job know what I am talking about.
No progress was made during the months of Nov and Dec, with work required on other cars, significant birthdays, family staying over, Christmas festivities, New Year holidays, bush fire threats, as well as water restrictions and dust storms,
so as the P4 had been in the open carport all this time, it was covered in dust, and looked more like a barn find than normal – so in mid January 2020 I swept it off with a small broom, and decided I better get my act together and get on with
it.
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I had another problem that I was not quite ready to face up to (ie. the ostrich principle). A small coolant leak at the
back of the motor, which appeared to be coming from the region of the completely & totally inaccessible welch plug
on the back of the block.
With the head off, this was surely the best opportunity to attack it, but do I have to take the rotten engine out? It looks
like I do, because the top of the flange on the bell housing on the gearbox covers part of the welch plug! What were
the design brains thinking!
But then you take stock, and remember the benefit of belonging to a single marque car club,
and coming to meetings (hint, hint) so you can
ask for advice, and absorb the collective wisdom.
The advice from the floor was, don’t take the
engine out, grind or cut the aluminium flange
away adjacent to the welch plug, and attack it
from inside the car.
This meant removing the front seat, carpet,
transmission tunnel (with its 19 bolts, to be
sure, etc.) as well as the black sealing gunk
which had been there for 58 years, but was still
sticky enough to super glue a human hand to
the floor when you leant on it, or prevent you
letting go of the spanner if you got it on your
fingers.
Lying on my stomach, through the passenger doorway, over the remaining seat fixings, peering up under the dash, in
the semi light, and getting neck cramps, I started to wonder how hard it is to take a P4 engine out.
Before I went any further, I decided to scrape the surface of the potentially offending welch plug, and immediately,
fluorescent green liquid started to ooze / permeate through the surface. Bingo, I had confirmed my next opportunity,
it was about to fail big time.
At this point I decided I had gone too far, the “been there, done that” advice was to grind or cut the flange away, so
plan A was still the go, and I bought an Ozito (I know quality when I see it) rotary grinder with a box full of very
pretty accessories, none of which were remotely suitable for the job. So, I bought a little cylindrical rotary cutter with
an additional cutting face on its end, and between neck cramps, I was able to gradually remove the offending aluminium. Note to self: Rotary cutters only work (or cut) in a clockwise direction, when you move the grinder in an anticlockwise direction, or even to the left, you are only rubbing the aluminium. Hence the odd asymmetric shape of my
final cut area.
I was able to tap out (or rotate) the disintegrating steel welch plug, although it desperately
and repeatedly tried to slip back inside the
block, unlike the plethora of U-tube “how to”
videos I watched, which made it look easy
enough for a kid to do it.
I flushed enough mud out of the block to top
dress the lawn, and went to the local parts shop
to get a new 1-7/8” welch plug, which amazingly, they had. I brought it back only to find it
was too small, I needed 1-15/16”, even though
all the documentation I could find for the 100
engine clearly stated 1-7/8” diameter. Oh well,
at least they had the bigger brass plug and it
fitted, and it looks very nice, not that anyone
will ever see it.
No more excuses, it was time to put the head
back on. I gathered all the ice cream buckets,
milk crates and plastic tubs of parts together,
along with the composite head gasket I had
made by the local gasket maker at Hornsby, and in a relatively short period, it was all back together, with inlet and
exhaust tappets adjusted, and fluids topped up or replaced.
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I had ordered new electrical bits from PowerSpark in the UK, so I fitted the new set of silicon leads, rotor cap
and rotor button. But it was still coughing and carrying on.
Oh, wait a minute, the new rotor button suits clockwise rotation, P4 distributors turn anti-clockwise. Doh,
back to the old rotor button.
I then pulled the distributor apart, checked and oiled the advance weights, springs, re-sheathed two fine and
fraying wires around the low-tension lead and the condenser, and reset everything. Bingo, all good under load.
I pulled out the choke, walked back around to the engine bay, pushed the solenoid button, and the engine was
running before I could take my finger off the button. I’m still feeling it!
After some basic carby setting and timing adjustments it was off around the block, but while it would idle OK,
it was cranky and misfiring under load after the second circuit.
I changed the fuel filter, thinking I had stirred up some muck from the bottom of the fuel tank, stripped and
cleaned the SU carby for the same
I took it for another circuit around the block, and naturally, it was Ok at first and then it played up.
I decided the distributor was my Achilles heel (see I told you it was electrical). I found the new points difficult
to adjust, requiring the mounting holes to be filed, so I purchased two positive earth, electronic ignition modules from PowerSpark – one to install, and one spare for the boot (that I may never need).
They cost just over $200 for the pair, cheap in my opinion, and each came with an anti-clockwise rotor button
– bonus.

The wiring is different with positive earth systems. The power
from the ignition switch goes to the EI module first (not the coil),
then a second wire comes back from the EI module to the coil, and
you have to run a separate earth wire from the coil (to the motor in
my case).
I eagerly removed the old bits and installed the new EI module,
ring and rotor, and wired it all up.
I pressed the starter button, it fired, it idled, and it would rev without issue! Eureka.

I was really feeling it now.
I am pleased to say the car has had a shake down run up the freeway to Brooklyn on the Hawkesbury River, with the tappets
checked and readjusted on its return, number 5 inlet was slightly
out, I could hear it when it first started, but it is all good now.
It has done a coffee run to Palm Beach on the northern beaches,
and club runs to Faulconbridge in the Blue Mountains, and Clean
Up Australia Day at Putney Park on the Parramatta River.
It was virtually 6 months to the day, from commencing the disassembly to being back on the road and running reliably. Not the fastest job, but I am pleased with the results.
Now to address the appearance. Just as well I like patina!

7

What is a Welch Plug?
Source of all of the following:- https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Core_plug

Core plugs, also called freeze plugs or Welch plugs, are used to fill the sand casting core holes found on water-cooled
internal combustion engines.

Purpose

Sand cores are used to form the internal cavities when the engine block or cylinder head(s) is cast. These cavities are
usually the coolant passages. Holes are designed into the casting to support internal sand forms, and to facilitate the removal of the sand after the casting has cooled. These holes have no purpose after the sand has been removed, therefore
a core plug is a cap at the end of these passages, to prevent water or coolant leaking from the engine.

Design
Core plugs are usually thin metal cups press fitted into the casting holes, but may be made of rubber or other
materials. In some high-performance engines the core plugs are large diameter cast metal threaded pipe plugs.
Core plugs can often be a source of leaks due to corrosion caused by cooling system water.. Although modern antifreeze chemicals do not evaporate and may be considered "permanent", anti-corrosion additives gradually deplete and
must be replenished.
The slang term "freeze plug" is derived from the many years ago in situations where the water in an engine block could
freeze (due to plain water being used in winter rather than anti-freeze coolant). The expansion of the water as it froze
would cause the core plug to pop out of the engine, leading to the term "freeze plug"

Welch plug
The Welch plug is a type of core plug that is made from a thin disc of metal. The Welch plug is dome-shaped
and inserted into the casting hole with the convex side facing outwards. When installed by striking the Welch plug with
a hammer, the dome collapses slightly, expanding it laterally to seal the hole. This differs from other dish-shaped core
plug designs, which form a seal when their tapered sides are pressed into the casting hole.
The Welch plug was originally designed in the 1900s at the Welch Motor Car Company in the United States.
Prior to the invention of the Welch plug, the core holes were sealed using pipe plugs. During the testing of a car, one of
the pipe plugs backed out. In order to get back on the road, one of the Welch brothers installed a press-fit quarter or half
dollar coin into the hole using a hammer. The design of the Welch plug was refined based on this principle of a press-fit
metallic disc
A core plug that has corroded from
improper engine coolant maintenance,
causing it to leak

A selection of Welch Plugs
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Visit to Hall School Museum
Canberra Region.
Text and photos by Chris Forsey.

On Sunday 23 February 2020 we attended the Hall School Museum and Heritage Centre on the outskirts of Canberra as
part of our joint outings with the ACT French car clubs.
The museum is using the site of the former Hall Primary
School which closed in 2006. The collection is displayed
through a number of buildings and has been thoughtfully
curated. Displays cover the Hall-Ginninderra district
history and heritage.
A dozen folk representing our clubs attended an
introduction and welcome from the museum staff, and then
we went on tours of the complex. Those representing the
Rover club included Adrian and Sue Caddy, Ian Stevenson
and myself.
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Shannons Wheels 2020
Canberra Region
Text and photos by Chris Forsey.

A small, but beautifully formed group of Rovers represented
the marque at the Wheels event in Queanbeyan on 1 March
2020. Warm weather and clear skies provided a perfect day
for catching up with friends and enthusiasts amongst a sea of
classic vehicles.
Many clubs were well represented but there was a notable gap
in the section where we were displaying British saloons, with
small turn outs from some clubs.
Thank you to Ian Stevenson (SD1), Adrian Caddy with Milo
(P4 105) and Daniel Wardley (P5B) for bringing their Rovers
and providing company for my 827. We were joined by
George Berger with Miriam (MG Magnette), and Ray from
Berridale with his LR ’88 inch’ that has been in his family
from new.
We also caught up with Doug Shearman, Paul Bray, Adrian Puzzy, David Brand, Geoff Fiddian and Simon Hine.
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The following thought provoking article was written by John Booth of the Natal Rover Owners Association. (Natal is in
South Africa). It was forwarded to the editor of the Rover Owners’ Club by member Tony Cope. It is reproduced here
with permission of John Booth and Tony Cope.

The Future of Traditional Car Clubs
By John Booth

Many clubs, churches, societies and other types of social entities are finding themselves at 5 minutes to midnight and unless they get a fresh injection of new members their days are numbered. As older members leave
or die off they are not being replaced by the younger generation. In America the Millennials make up around
22% of population and will soon over take the Baby Boomers in terms of numbers. Yet they are not joining
clubs.

It has been said that the youth should rather join a club than isolate themselves by using social media such as
WhatsApp and Instagram. However, the youth are telling us there is no difference between them and previous
generations who used to sit in isolation and read a book all day. I would say they are partially correct. In essence there is not much difference between a book and a tablet. One is just a bit more advanced than the other.
Social clubs were first started around the late 1890’s and quickly flourished in almost every town across the
UK. These were places where people could meet and play games and socialise. Initially these clubs were alcohol free and became a refuge for those people who preferred a low key social experience rather than the rowdy public house. Later alcohol was added as it could be distributed through the club, tax free. However the
British Government was quick to put a stop to this and alcohol was taxed as in public houses. It soon became
a rite of passage for a father to buy his son his first year’s membership when he came of age.

These social clubs became very popular and lasted for around 100 years before their decline in the 1990’s.
Most of these clubs closed due to lack of members. Some clubs that were started in flourishing small towns
died out as the town died due to factory or mine closures. Many clubs that were situated in previously good
areas closed due to social decline of the area. The area became a no-go zone due to crime or industrial activity.
So if we look at car or bike clubs in particular, times are changing and more rapidly than we realise. In some instances
we may have gone full circle. With the overall stagnation of membership in car clubs, what does appear to be creeping
back are the American diners from the 1950’s or the Hard Rock Cafés. These offer a guy with an old car a social experience when he wants it. Not tied down to some old car club with its rules and regulations, with its boring meetings and
minutes, with its set meeting times, often in a drab old clubhouse full of honours boards and dated décor.

Competition to traditional cars clubs
- Steam Punk Cars and Coffee, held
in Lions River in February. Attracted
a lot of old cars, tractors and motorcycles of different makes and ages.
Young and old people came. Others
were just passing by and stopped to
see the old vehicles. Why don’t old
car clubs host such an event? Commercial entities have and are taking

If I can digress slightly here. I watched an auction program from the UK. Amongst the items that were on sale were
honorary boards from a railway club that had started around 1890 and now closed. A young guy was bidding for these
boards and he won the bid. When he was paying at the cashier, the auctioneer came over and asked if his grandfather’s
name was perhaps on one of the boards and that is why he wanted them. The answer was no. He bought the boards
because he wanted the ornate frames to put mirrors in them. So it shows honorary boards and trophies are for the now
and no guarantee they will last forever.
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Many traditional clubs have become a ’99 one club’. Where 99% of the people do absolutely nothing for the club despite being asked on numerous occasions and leave it up to the one percent who do all the work. As people’s lives
become more demanding, taking on additional tasks like running a club does put a strain on relationships and often can
lead to conflict within the club. This then entrenches the belief from the 99 group to be even more resistant to getting
involved. Even traditional controlling bodies for motor sport or vintage car events may become irrelevant as there is
nothing stopping a group of people with licensed old cars from going on an outing on a public road.
Some ‘clubs’ are going the Facebook route. No clubhouse, no committee meetings, no annual general meetings, none
of protocol of an organised club, no registering to take your car for a run with a group of friends. People often do not
want to commit and their involvement is limited to how they perceive it to be comfortable. In other words they don’t
want to have to come back next week or next month, they want social freedom.
From Cars to Tractors to Motorcycles, people
just enjoying the day (at Steam Punk). No fuss.
People came and left as they wanted. As old
cars left more were arriving.

I met a young guy who attempted to join a wood workers club. Before they got down to the business of wood working,
the chairman went through the protocol of the club, including a list of apologies from members who could not be there.
The young guy could not cope with the slow pace of the meeting. He said his age group have learnt to process data at a
rapid rate with Instagram, Facebook and WhatsApp. He found it such a waste of time sitting listening to the protocol of
the club, the apologies and those sick. To him it was all irrelevant. In the end he found he could get more information
on Youtube at a faster rate and left.
So is it all doom and gloom? I would say yes it is, unless clubs can reinvent themselves. Things are going digital. Researchers tell us people want to be entertained with new experiences. The hotel industry never saw AirBnB coming.
The taxi industry never saw Uber coming. I doubt traditional clubs are seeing online car clubs coming either and now
run through social media. If you are going to try and encourage the youth to become a member of your club I would
say you are probably wasting your time. If you have a Facebook page or Website the youth are aware of your existence
and they will join if they want to.
Market researchers are telling us more than ever before entertainment is rated highly on most people’s agenda. They
are looking for new experiences and that is where, for entrepreneurs, the money will lie. Ideas being mooted around are
to convert clubhouses into Diners or a Hard Rock Café. So if the clubhouse is located in a bad area then sell it and call
it a day or buy somewhere else. If it’s in a good area with good business potential then open it to the public and run it
as a Diner or Hard Rock Café.
In summary the youth are not joining clubs because:
•

They are not interested in the subject matter and/or there is no entertainment factor.

•

They are not interested in club protocol, slow pace of meetings and find the whole experience very dated and boring.

•

They do not have the time or the money. (Millennials have been grouped as the poorest generation since the
great depression)

•

The clubhouse is in a bad area or too far way.

•

They find the décor dated and depressing.

•

They don’t want to spend their weekends helping to maintain a clubhouse and/or cutting the grass.

A club will need to be reinvented to remain relevant. Other than that clubs will probably fail. It’s a sign of the times; I
would say modern erosion of an era coming to an end. If you are the last one to switch off the light in the clubhouse, in
the greater scale of things, does it really matter? Look back on the fun times. Like a New Year’s Eve party, it was
good while it lasted, but time to say good bye.
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CORONAVIRUS UPDATE or

A WARNING TO WIVES

Text and photos by Jack Loobeek

A new virus has been detected in men its called the Rovervirus and the only isolation and cure available for this virus is
for men to self isolate in their sheds or garages working on their prized Rovers.
I have recently been self isolated to my garage removing Rover body panels for slight panel repairs and while they were
off the vehicle repainted the inner guards with sound deadener and outer guards internal side with black rust kill paint but
like all Rover owners there are usually 1001 jobs to do so now is the time ,stop watching TV and getting under your
wife's feet go out to do your Rover's proud.
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Lewis Electruk
Lewis Electruk was a British marque of milk floats, produced by
T H Lewis Ltd, a company which had close ties with Express Dairies,
the London-based retail milk company. They made pedestrian controlled vehicles
(PCVs) and ride-on vehicles between 1934 and 1961. The manufacturing of battery electric road
vehicles was then sold on to Morrison-Electricar who continued to build two Electruk models for the dairy industry.
TH Lewis Ltd were based in Watford, to the north-west of London, and worked closely with London's Express Dairy
Company for many years. Express Dairies began retailing milk in 1858, and were based at Fetter Lane in central London. At the time, most of London's milk came from cowsheds situated within the city, but George Barham saw the potential of using the railways to bring milk to London from farms in the Home Counties. He founded the Express Country Milk Co. in 1864, pioneering improvements in hygienic milk production and improving its quality. His company
became the Express Dairy Co. Ltd. in 1881, and he was knighted in 1904 for his services to the dairy industry.
Mr Lewis began building milk floats, milk carts and horse-drawn vehicles for Express Dairies in 1873, and his business
became a limited company in 1899. The first chairman of the new company was Mr. Titus Barham, George's son, who
was chairman of Express Dairies from 1913 to 1937.
From 1921, TH Lewis handled the maintenance of a fleet of steam wagons and motor vehicles owned by Express Dairies, and in 1931, the company was taken over by Express, as part of a reorganisation of their business. Maintenance of
vehicles used for retailing was split off from those used for the collection and distribution of milk, and the first electric
milk floats were purchased. TH Lewis were responsible for their maintenance, along with horse-drawn floats and push
carts used in the delivery of milk. They then designed two
types of electric vehicle for Express, the first of which entered service in 1934

A 4-wheeled pedestrian controlled vehicle, registration number RVW 723, operated by A J Brackin
& Sons, at Victoria House Corner, Hadleigh, Essex, around 1969.

They produced a 3-wheeled pedestrian controlled vehicle (PCV) with a 3.5 cwt payload. The chassis was made of steel
channel, and was of welded construction. A 128 Amp-hour battery was fitted, and it did not include a speed controller,
but had a fixed speed of 3 miles per hour (4.8 km/h) on level ground. The battery drove a 0.75-horsepower (0.56 kW)
motor which was connected to the rear axle by reduction gearing, and the controls included a clutch. This configuration
gave a range of around 10 miles (16 km), and all electrical wiring was installed in conduits.
By 1943 they were producing a ride-on 3-wheeled vehicle, suitable for use in hilly districts. It had a single speed of 4
miles per hour (6.4 km/h), and operation of the control contactor was by rods which were fixed to the handle bar. Operation of the parking brake ensured that the contactor was disabled. The series traction motor drove the front wheel
through a spiral bevel reduction gear. The standard battery fitted was of 144 Amp-hour capacity, and gave a similar
range to the PCV, but with an increased load of 6 cwt. In his summary of all models available during the war, Hills
makes no mention of a Lewis Electruk 4-wheeled design. In addition to manufacturing and servicing for Express Dairies and other companies, TH Lewis took on the role of distributor and service agency for vehicles made by Northern
Coach Builders (later Smith Electric Vehicles) in London and the south east. To assist in this task, they maintained servicing depots in London and in Bromley, Kent.
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They produced a new model for the 1954 Dairy Show, which was marketed as the Electruk Rider 25 cwt model. The
chassis was constructed out of box-section beams, with the batteries mounted on either side between the wheels. The
motor was mounted in the centre of the vehicle, and drove the rear axle through double reduction gearing. A 16-cell Tudor battery was fitted as standard, and its 161 Amp-hour capacity gave a range of around 16 miles (26 km). Power for
the motor was supplied by a mechanically operated controller, while the hydraulic brakes were manufactured by Lockheed, and the cam-operated steering gear by Bishop. One unusual feature was that the steering wheel was mounted vertically, but this enabled the cab to be relatively short, improving visibility for the driver. The model showcased included a
full width dairy cabinet behind the cab, divided vertically by a shelf, and fitted with two windows on either side.
In 1955, Express Dairies required more of this type of vehicle than the manufacturing facilities at TH Lewis could produce, and they therefore asked Ross Auto Engineering Ltd, who were based in Southport, Merseyside, to produce 168
vehicles to the same design as the Electruk 10 cwt Rider Pram. These vehicles carry a Helecs Vehicles Ltd chassis plate,
but in all other respects were identical to the vehicles made by TH Lewi
They were one of the first companies to provide storage for dry goods on their vehicles, and demonstrated a type AER
float with a grocery box behind the cab at the 1955 Dairy Show. The box included an ice compartment, to keep the
goods fresh in hot weather. Their exhibits at the 1958 Dairy Show included a standard 25 cwt milk float with a walkthrough cab and a vertical steering wheel, which was fitted with a contactor-type controller. They also featured a chassis
with a hydraulically actuated carbon-pile controller, designed to give smoother starting. The controller was still in the
design phase, but was expected to be available as on option on vehicles in early 1959.
Acquisition The company was acquired by Austin Crompton Parkinson, the parent company of Morrison-Electricar, in
1961, and Morrisons continued to make two of their models. These were the Electruk Rider, which could be driven
while standing up or from a high bench seat, which became the model E15, and a pedestrian controlled vehicle, which
became the model DPC3. Both Express Dairies and the London Co-operative Society had large fleets of the Electruk
Rider, and continued to add to them with purchases of the E15. Express Dairies had a fleet of some 2,200 milk floats in
1963, which included 1,220 Electruk Riders and 180 Electruk pedestrian controlled vehicles.
The Transport Museum, Wythall in south Birmingham has a fully restored Helecs variant of the Lewis Electruk on display, and owns the chassis of a second vehicle. They are believed to be the only two of the variants in existence, but the
museum's website states that at least two of the vehicles built by TH Lewis are also still extant
Source of all of the above is

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Lewis_Electruk
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Canberra Café Conversation – 14 March 2020
Text and photos by : Chris Forsey

Great conversation and coffee at the most
recent café meeting in Canberra. Great to
be able to welcome some new faces including Adrian Puzzy, brothers Hugh and
Michael Boulter, and Lisa Molvig from
the Renault Car Club and coordinator of
the Canberra French car drives.
David Brand, recovering from the loss of
his Rover 416 in the Canberra hail storm,
proudly showed us his latest acquisition in
the shape of a 1991 Ford Capri XR2 with
less than 100,000km from new. Rover
company products in the carpark comprised Simon Hine’s Range Rover Sport
and my Rover 827 Vitesse. Other attendees included Geoff Fiddian, Paul
Bray, Geoff Pritchard, and Adrian Caddy.
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Tyre information.
The following was received from Mitch at the address below.. It is not intended to be an endorsement of Antique Tyres but there is little value in me receiving it and not passing it on to members. You should read it
and make up your own mind about what tyres to fit to your Rover.
Remember that tyres are what connects you to the road. Bad tyres will only lead to a problem for you and
others.
Antique Tyres
134 Mc Ewan Road
West Heidelberg,
Victoria 3081

Cross ply or Radial?
It’s a decision that every collector vehicle enthusiast faces at some point in his or her life. Do you want the period correct look and feel of a cross ply tyre, or do you want the comfort and reliability of a modern radial? Both types of tyre
construction have pros and cons in the collector vehicle world, but it’s important to be educated on the matter before
spending money on a set of tyres.
Modern blackwall radials to fit 14- and 15-inch wheels are still readily available at most local tyre stores, but they just
don’t have the correct look. Although modern radials from your local tyre shop are safe and provide an adequate ride
quality, they certainly don’t add to a collector vehicle’s authenticity like a set of specialty tyres. You have the decision
of bias ply or radial, and of course the all-important decision of whitewall, redline, white letter or blackwall, so choose
carefully and hit the road with confidence.

Bias Ply Tyres
The specialty tyre market has typically been divided into two segments—bias ply and radial. The term “bias ply” refers
to the internal construction of the tyre. In a bias ply tyre, the cords (plies) run at a 45-degree angle (cross ply) from
bead to bead. This diagonal pattern is criss-crossed with each layer of ply cord, and creates a very rigid structure. In the
vintage car market, bias ply tyres feature a narrow tread profile, with a sharp shoulder that usually has a piecrust look.
The narrow tread pattern, and the fact that most bias ply tyres mount to narrow wheels makes for a sidewall bulge that
is easily identifiable and adds to the look of vintage cars.
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Bi as pl y t yr es ar e st r ong, but t he r i gi di t y of f er s some i nt er est i ng handl i ng char act er ist ics i f
you’ r e accust omed t o dr i vi ng on r adi al t yr es. T he r i gi d const r uct ion means t hat bi as pl y t yr es
do not conform t o t he r oad sur f ace as ef f i ci ent l y as a r adi al t yr e. T hi s cr eat es a “wander i ng”
sensat i on, as t he t yr es t end t o f ol l ow t he r uts and br eaks i n t he pave ment . T hi s wander i ng i s
not hazar dous, but i t def i ni tel y r equi r es t he dr i ver t o pay mor e at t ent i on, especi al l y at hi gh way speeds.
T he maj or advant age t o a bi as pl y t yr e t hat compl et el y o ver r i des t he f i ni cky handl i ng i s t he
aut hent i ci t y. Bi as pl y t yr es wer e used on A mer i can aut o mobi l es unt i l t he ‘ 70s, so i f you ’ r e
bui l di ng a car f r om t h at er a, a bi as pl y t yr e i s an appr opr i at e choice. Ant i que T yr e of f ers bi as
pl y t yr es i n man y aut h ent i c br ands, such as Fi r est one & BFGoodr i ch.

R a d i a l Tyr e s
Radi al t yr es ar e a popul ar upgr ade f or col lect or ent husi ast s who pl an t o get out and dr ive
t hei r ol d car . T he mor e moder n const r uct i on of f er s gr eat i mpr ove ment s, i ncl udi ng r i de qual i t y, wet weat her t r act ion and t r ead l if e, so i t i s a mor e pr act i cal opt i on f or most peopl e. T he
advant ages ar e cr eat ed by t he t yr e ’ s const ruct i on, whi ch consi sts of pl y cor ds t hat r un 90 de gr ees i n r el at i on t o t he bead. T hi s radi al orient at i on of t he cor ds al l ow f or a mor e f l exibl e desi gn, whi ch conf or ms t o t he r oad sur face, and al l ows t he t yr es t o ski m acr oss t he r ut s and
br eaks i n t he sur f ace. T hi s makes f or a pl easant r i de quali t y, even on r ough r oads, whi c h
woul d cause t he wander i ng sensat i on wi t h bi as pl y t yr es.

In most cases, a radial tyre will have a wider footprint, even if it is the equivalent size to a bias ply tyre. For instance, a 6.70-15 tyre (common for late ‘40s to mid-50s passenger cars) has the P-metric radial sizing equivalent
to a 205/75R15 tyre. However, the radial equivalent features a wider tread surface by more than one inch. This
increased contact patch offers more traction and more stability, while the rounded shoulder provides additional
traction in hard cornering situations. Radial tyres also feature tread sipping, which helps evacuate water from the
tread surface, and thus, increase wet weather traction. The drawback to the wider footprint is the modern appearance with the rounded shoulders and wide tread profile, but has recently found a solution for the age-old debate of
bias ply versus radial tyres on a collector vehicle.
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Bridging the Gap
Until now, car guys have been faced with bias ply versus radial debate and it’s been black-and-white. You were
forced to deal with the disadvantages of either tyre style in order to get the advantages that you want. Coker Tyre
has successfully blended the qualities of each type of construction into what it considers a “bias look radial” tyre.
The American Classic bias look radial is the first of its kind.
The new American Classic radial is immensely popular, thanks to the narrow tread profile, bulged sidewall and
aspect ratio of a vintage-style bias ply tyre, with the internal construction of a radial. It's truly the best of both
worlds. The American Classic bias look radial is available in several sizes, and fits 13", 14", 15" and now 19" &
21" wheels, so there are lots of options for O.E. and custom fitments, for cars built in the '40s, '50s and '60s.
There are even "big and little" sizes for hot rods. The new tyres are available in wide whitewall and blackwall,
providing plenty of options.

The American Classic bias look radials are made in the USA, and they're DOT and ECE (European market) approved.
The price is a few bucks more than a comparable whitewall radial out of the Coker catalogue, but we'd venture to say
that bridging the gap between bias ply and radial is well worth the extra expense.

Tyre Construction
Although tyre construction has changed over the years, the basic principle of a pneumatic tyre has been around for
more than 100 years. In the specialty tyre world, many of the tyres are built in low production runs and require special
care to ensure a great finished product. For this example, we'll use a whitewall radial, as there are numerous ways to
get the whitewall look - some are suggested, while others are not.
So, what's the right way to build a specialty tyre? In terms of build quality, safety and appearance, the correct manufacturing method is to manufacture a tyre that has the sidewall treatment built in from day one. This requires a specific
build sheet for the tyre's carcass, and a mould that forms the tyre into its final shape. In the case of a whitewall tyre, the
white rubber is added to the tyre carcass, while it is being assembled on the drum, before it is placed in the mould.
Then, the mould is built with special reveals that offer a breaking point between the black rubber and white rubber.
If there’s a right way to build a specialty tyre, then you can easily surmise that there is also a wrong way to build a specialty tyre. There are companies that offer port-a-walls, which is a band of white rubber (to simulate a whitewall) that
fits between the tyre bead and the wheel. These items are not dangerous or illegal, but they certainly don't qualify as a
legitimate specialty tyre. Other companies offer re-capping services that take a modern tyre and vulcanize a vintage
style tread cap onto the tyre carcass. Re-caps have been around for many years, but it still isn't a true whitewall tyre.
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Club News
HELP - Can you help the Registrar & Treasurer
We received a new membership payment recently from someone with the surname HENRY.
Unfortunately we have not received a membership application form to date, so have no contact details for our
The transaction account used was in the name of Judith Henry.
If anyone knows the Henry family - could you let them know to contact us, or let us have any contact details,
So we can make contact.

Rob Turner (0404 463 489) or Richard Dalziel (0412 709 228)

The latest count of Club members is
Membership and Vehicle Registers as at 31st March 2020
Current Membership:
173 Primary Members
24 Family Members
6 Life Members
1 Honorary Member
Total Membership as at 31st March 2020: 204
Total Vehicles on Register: 342
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How Green is your Green
or
More on British Racing Green.
The March Issue of Freewheeling contained an article covering automotive colours and, in particular, British
Racing Green. This prompted a “Letter to the Editor” from Mike Allfrey of the Rover Car Cub of Australia . The letter covered several subjects but the part relevant to British Racing green follows..
I read the article about British Racing Green with great interest. I am now wondering if the Wiki
thing is completely correct. While still at school, my pocket money was spent on MOTOR SPORT
magazine – then considered to be the authentic magazine about the sport from the British aspect.

My late father, when I asked the question, "What is the real British Racing Green (BRG)?", provided
a satisfying answer – "The green that is on the front cover of MOTOR SPORT magazines, that is
the true BRG." But then he said there were many interpretations used by various car makers and
British racing teams. My father had ridden Douglas motorcycles at Brooklands and owned such as
a TT Vauxhall and one of the TT Ford V-8s, so I thought he knew best! But he was very much involved in such activities at that time, before WW II, and he once remarked to me, during a visit to
Bourne, that the B.R.M., the wonderful V-16 engine one, was such a dark version of BRG that it
had to be looked at in good light conditions to distinguish it from black.
In 1957 I attended my first British Grand Prix and, during practice, managed to get into the Vanwall
pit (now called a garage). That was heaven for a young apprentice and, for me the Vanwall version
of green has always been the true BRG. Aston Martin come a close second with their DBR-1 in a
lighter metallic version of BRG. In addition to those two, there is another green that can be considered as a qualifier – the 1967 Rover Pine Green. I assume that was used on the Rover-B.R.M. at
Le Mans? I have not seen those Le Mans contenders, but imagine it was pretty good too.
I always understood that the Brabham Formula one cars were turquoise with a gold stripe.
I don't think my scanner would do justice to my old editions of MOTOR SPORT, but I have noted
that the cover of that magazine has darkened somewhat since the passing of W.B. (William Boddy)

Spurred on I did some more checking on the internet and found the following site:https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/British_racing_green
Would you believe there are no less than 36 different shades of green each with its own name. None are
specifically named “British Racing Green”.
Nor are any labelled Cameron Green which is the colour of my 1972 P6 2000 SC. Being smart (?) I thought I
would put Cameron Green into the search engine and see what I could find.
I found that Cameron Green is a West Australian cricket player. Nothing about what constitutes Cameron
Green as a colour. Oh well.
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Rover Owners’ Club General Meeting .

( General Meeting 26 February 2020 . CANCELLED DUE TO COVID 19 CRISIS)
Due to the Covid 19 crisis (coronavirus) the March 19 Monthly General Meeting was cancelled and so there are no
minutes of that meeting..

In the absence of any March meeting, here are some photos from the club archives held by Rob Turner.
All the photos were taken by Rob at the RCCACT Mid Winter run to the Binalong Motor Museum on 21st June 1992
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Club Calendar.
Club events.

June

May

April

March

Please remember it is necessary to reserve your place on any event, except Club meetings, by telephoning the person organising the event. If you decide later not to attend something for which you have booked, please let the person
organising the event know so others will not be inconvenienced by waiting for you unnecessarily. If you can’t get to the
event – get to a phone!
It should be recognised that whilst the Rover Owners’ Club takes every care and precaution, members and their guests participate in all activities by their own choice, and act on their own behalf, thus at their own risk.
The following are CLUB EVENTS. For these events you do not have to record the usage of your car in the log book which
you should be carrying in the car. You must however, carry this page from Freewheeling, or the equivalent page from Rover
net which proves you are travelling on a club event.
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Club Calendar.
Invited events.

April

March

The following are INVITED EVENTS. That means they have been organised by another club and the Rover Owners’
Club has been invited to attend. The Rover Owners’ Club will not be attending as a group. You should contact the person indicated, or visit the club web site and obtain details, followed by making your own arrangements to attend.
Note that there may be additional events on the Council of Motor Clubs web site and these are also classed as invited
events.
You should carry this page ,or the equivalent page from Rovernet, with you in the car
and this may be inspected, if required, by somebody with the authority to do so.

This page is from the Rover
Owners’ Club Inc monthly publication Freewheeling, and shows invited events.
may be more recent additions
on the ROC web site.
All PDF files
24 and coloured brochures are available on the club’s web site.

There

The ROC Club Shop
THE ROVER OWNERS’ CLUB REGALIA.
The ROC collection includes both ROC clothing and vehicle regalia. All ROC regalia can be used at club events, invited events and ROC meetings,. You can order the ROC car collection or the ROC Clothing Collection by completing the
form below and emailing to
Gail and Peter Scott at
club shop@roverownersclub.com.au.
THE CAR COLLECTION.

Item

Name

Price

EXTERIOR WINDOW DECAL
ROC

$ 5.00

WINDSCREEN SASH

$ 10.00

ROVER WHEEL STICKERS
(SET OF SIX)

$10.00

Quantity

Sub Total

$55.00
REPLICA ROVER P6 TOOL ROLL

.
GRILL BADGE

$35.00

THE CLOTHING COLLECTION.

Item

Name

Price

Quantity

Sub Total

CLOTH BADGE
(NIL STOCK)

R.O.C. POLO SHIRTS
(LIMITED SIZES REMAIN)

$35.00

R.O. C. SPRAY JACKETS
(NIL STOCK)

R.O.C. CAPS
(NIL STOCK)

Price to be advised

Funds can be EFT to the Rover Owners Club account prior to pick up.
Electronic funds transfer can be made to the Bendigo Bank BSB 633 000, Account 126 077 999
Please use “your surname”
“Payment Reason” Club shop/merchandise purchase; so that payment can be correctly
allocated and receipted.
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Rover Owners’ Club Inc.
Presidents
1965 –1968
1969-July 1970
July 1970—1972
1973—1976
1977—1980
1981—1984
1985—May 1987
May 1987—1991
1991—1994
1994—1998
1998—2003
2003—2005
2005—2009
2009—2010
2010—2016
2016—2017
May 2017
2017—2018
2018—present

Keith Beale
John Allcock
Neville Lowe
James Moule
David Arnold
Robert Merrick
Ray Quigley
Tony Cope
Theo Lyras
Michael Douglas
Bruce Duncan
Derek Scott
Richard Dalziel
Jim Nicholson
Janet Legge
Warwick Ravell
Nicholas Munting.
Ian Shearman.
Robert Walker

Honour Roll.
Founding and
Life members
Keith Beale
Grahame Jones

Life members
Anne Lloyd-Owen
Bill Campton
Bob Campbell
Tim Crick

Honorary Members
James Taylor

The Rover Owners Club meets on the fourth Wednesday of each month (except December when it meets on the second Thursday of the month) at
the Veteran Car Club of Australia, 134 Queens Road, Five Dock. Meetings commence at 8pm sharp and usually consist of a general business meeting followed by a guest speaker or other appropriate entertainment. A light supper is usually served after each meeting.
People with an interest in the marque, owners or principal drivers OF ANY ROVER vehicle (including 4wd) are welcome to join. Currently the
joining fee is A$25.00 plus annual subscription A$35.00 including GST. Membership includes a year’s subscription of “Freewheeling”, the Club’s
magazine. A members partner or relative can apply to be an Additional Family Member if they wish to participate on committee or vote at club
elections, but "Freewheeling" is not included. There is an annual fee of $10 per additional family member wishing to take up this option.
Electronic Banking details are:- Account Name. Rover Owners Club Inc. Bank . Bendigo
Club postal address is: -

Rover Owners’ Club, PO Box 503, Pennant Hills. 1715

The Club e-mail address is: -

president@roverownersclub.com.au

The club website is: -

www.roverownersclub.com.au

BSB 633 000

Account number 126 077 999

Overseas subscriptions are warmly welcomed. Visitors are welcome at any time. The Club conducts a number of events during the year usually
incorporating a drive to a particular venue. There are also social events that members may participate in, such as the Mother’s Day breakfast, annual dinner, picnics and the Club’s Annual Display Day.
An elected Management Committee supported by a number of appointed sub-committee roles manages the Rover Owners Club. The Management
Committee meets monthly on the second Wednesday night. The President usually chairs this meeting and minutes are kept.
Contributions to “Freewheeling” close on the first day of the month of publication. If you want to publish an article, news about an event it needs
to be with the Editor by the first of the month.
Preference is to receive articles by email, but typed or even hand written will be acceptable, as long your writing is legible. Make certain your
name is on the article and your phone number in case we need to contact you. Do make certain we do not infringe copyright. If the article has come
from another publication please let us know and also let us know if you already hold permission to reproduce the material.
Don’t try to set out the article, we will do that to fit the space we have available. Photographs can be e mailed or need to be clear positives. Please
write on the back (carefully) what the event is, who is in the photo and who owns it. That way we can have accurate descriptions and you have a
good chance we will return your photograph.

‘Freewheeling’ is the official journal of the Rover Owners Club Inc. (under the NSW Associations Incorporations Act 1984) registered number
Y2302602. On 23 September 1964 it was recognized as the first in the world by the Rover Company Ltd. The opinions expressed in Freewheeling are not necessarily those of the Rover Owners Club, its officers or members. Whilst all care is taken, this Club and its officers do not accept
responsibility for opinions expressed or the availability or quality or fitness for use of any services, goods or vehicles notified for sale or hire or
the genuineness of any advertiser or author. Other clubs may reproduce articles originating from members with acknowledgement to this publication.
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MANAGEMENT
COMMITTEE.
GENERAL
COMMITCLUB REPS
SUB COMMITTEE
AREA
CONVENORS
MODEL TECHNICAL
CO-ORDINATORS

President

Robert Walker

president@roverownersclub.com.au

0419 220 357

Vice President

Richard Dalziel

vicepresident@roverownersclub.com.au

Club Captain

Andrew Holland

clubcaptain@roverownersclub.com.au

Secretary

Dudley Bennett

secretary@roverownersclub.com.au

9997 3493

0499 842 454

Treasurer & Public Officer

Richard Dalziel

treasurer@roverownersclub.com.au

9489 3553

0412 709 228

Registrar

Rob Turner

registrar@roverownersclub.com.au

0404 463 489

ACT Representative

Chris Forsey

act@roverownersclub.com.au

0413 996 481

Club Spares Officer

Paul Anley

clubspares@roverownersclub.com.au

9684 1795

Editor

Ken Dunkley

editor@roverownersclub.com.au

9533 3326

Webmaster

Rob Turner

webmaster@roverownersclub.com.au

All British Rep

Andrew Holland

abr@roverownersclub.com.au

Club Plates ACT

Hugh Boulter

clubplatesact@roverownersclub.com.au

6258 8221

Club Plates NSW

Steven Williams

clubplatesnsw@roverownersclub.com.au

9896 5650

Club Shop

Gail & Peter Scott

clubshop@roverownersclub.com.au

CMC Rep

Robert Belbin

cmc@roverownersclub.com.au

0414 263 333

Council of AC Motor Clubs

Chris Forsey

act@roverownersclub.com.au

0413 996481

Face book Administrator

Hugh Bolter

rocfboadmin@roverownersclub.com.au

0407 215 008

Librarian

Jack Loobeek

library@roverownersclub.com.au

0418 972 041

Postage

Warwick Moriarty

postage@roverownersclub.com.au

Rovernet Editor

Rob Turner

rovernet@roverownersclub.com.au

0404 463 489

Workshop Manuals

Jack Loobeek

manuals@roverownersclub.com.au

0418 972 041

Hunter

Barry Murdoch

hunter@roverownersclub.com.au

0412 998 192

Illawarra

Stuart Rigby

illawarra@roverownersclub.com.au

4232 3148

North

Eric Davison

north@roverownersclub.com.au

6624 4537

Western

Peter Colwell

western@roverownersclub.com.au

6888 5310

Southern Highlands

Rob Turner

highlands@roverownersclub.com.au

0404 463 489

Southern NSW/ACT

Chris Forsey

act@roverownersclub.com.au

0413 996 481

Pre-War

James Moule

roverprewar@roverownersclub.com.au

9542 1967

P2/P3

Greg Alexander

roverp2p3@ roverownersclub.com.au

9569 5159

P4

Nicholas Cope

roverp4@roverownersclub.com.au

P5/P5B

Warwick Ravell

roverp5@roverownersclub.com.au

P6/P6B

Andrew Holland

roverp6@roverownersclub.com.au

SD1

Adrian Rowland

roversd1@roverownersclub.com.au

Rover 400/800 series

Rex Mickan

rover800 series@roverownersclub.com.au

Land Rover

Dennis Trigg

landrover@roverownesclub.com.au

4959 2122

R.Rover/Discovery

Jim Nicholson

rangerover@roverownersclub.com.au

9624 2247

R40 . 75

Dudley Bennett

rover75@roverownersclub.com.au

9997 3493

9489 3553

0412 709 228
0414 625 236

0400 463 322
0404 463 489

9773 4734

0407 215 008

0411 739 132

0431 473 825

0409 927 185

0490 388 470

0487 474 695
9872 7860
0414 625 236
4787 8591
0409 787 541

27

28

