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President’s Comments
Welcome to the November 2019 Rover Ramblings.
This will be the last rambling before the holiday season. May I take this opportunity to wish all our
members the compliments of the season and that
you all enjoy the time with your family and loved
ones, and if travelling you have a safe, trouble free
and rewarding journey.
Our major club event the Display Day is on the 10
November and I really hope we will see a large display of all those wonderful vehicles we have in club
ownership. They do not have to be in gleaming condition although that is the point of the function.
There is still time to spit and polish!!
Our October meeting had a fine presentation by
Robert Merrick on the intricacies and challenges of
building and running a model railway. Owning and
maintaining Rover cars may not be such a demanding task after all.
The Rover 75 lunch was a great success, although
we only had 5 Rover R40-75 in attendance plus 7
other vehicles even if some were not Rovers. The
presentations and memorabilia display were outstanding and about 20 people enjoyed the pleasure
of each others company.
The December meeting will be our Festive season
get together so do come along, enjoy a visit from
Santa, a substantial supper and enjoyable company
of other club members. Please remember to book for
assistance with catering.
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The Rover Owners’ Club welcomes
new members.
Terence Hillman, 1970 Rover 3.5 L coupe
Les Mabbutt
(seeking a P6B 3500)
Peter Williams, 2003 Rover R40 75 Club
Paul Diggle, 2002 Rover R40 75 Con
noisseur

Cover Photos
Front Cover:
R40-75 lined up at the special lunch
on 13 October 2019.

In the meantime happy
and safe Rovering.

Back Cover.
At the 2019 All British Day.

Robert Walker .President
3

)

Canberra Coffee Conversations.
October 2019.
The regular Canberra Coffee Conversation took place in Canberra again in
October. ACT representative Chris Forsey sent these photo to Freewheeling.
(The two white Range Rover were not part of the group—they just happened to
be there.) Remember if you are in Canberra./Queanbeyan why not join the
Canberra Café Conversation and have a chat with Canberra Rover owners.
Great coffee and a chat with local Rover owners.
• Time | from 10am (and have a chat with everyone till about 11.30am).
• Where: Plumb on Tennant Cafe, Unit 1/5 Tennant Street, Fyshwick ACT
(near Bunnings) https://www.plumbontennant.com.au
• Contact: Chris Forsey | mob. 0413 996 481,
email act@roverownersclub.com.au
or just turn up.!
Below (L-R) Paul Bray, Andrew Clearwater, Laurie and Geoff Fiddian,
Chris Forsey, Adrian Caddy, Ian Stevenson, Geoff Pritchard
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Letter to the Editor
Richard Arbrink, ( our member in Sweden) has sent an email to the editor and an article about his
experience with Electronic Ignition. Richard has sent articles previously which have appeared in
Freewheeling. Richard’s email and the article follow.
Richard’s E-mail.
This year not so much Rover P6 driving, but the text about Aftermarket Electronic Ignition as promised had been performed. My text has been read by a gentleman from Collaroy, Bob Lockley living in our town and working at ABB
since early 1960's. We are members of local veteran and sports cars clubs.
Bob interest in cars made between the wars, a Riley 1926 and MG PA 1934. The both coming from Sydney. Pictured
the Riley Sand racer, after 40 year restoration here. The Volvo PV behind has Sweden flags, our National Day 2018.
Gwenda and my trips this year has been made in modern Lotus Europa S. Early June to north of Sweden on Wilderness
Road for a long weekend. The day opening of the mountain road after winter closure, first time free of snow.
July/August summer trip to Europe and England for Silverstone Classic, with racing cars from 100 year old Bentleys up
to 2010 Le Mans racers.
Hope all is well Down Under, with your spring season starting (here we have autumn rain after a dry summer).

Aftermarket Electronic Ignition

The cars in my life are Rover and Lotus, both have a distributor with points and ignition coil to generate the high tension at the spark plug. The points in their day were changed at intervals as they would be burnt out or just plain age due
to wearing. I always have a spare set in the glove box, so you could continue travelling.
My first cars were bought in the 1970’s and during the next decade aftermarket ignition systems, usually electronic,
were sold. Lotus Esprit has such an ignition systems fitted in the factory from the early 80’s.
My Rover 2200TC had the blessing of being offered a Lumenition set through Rover Club of Sweden. The Lumenition
consists of an electronic box fitted outside the distributor and a chopper wheel under the rotor arm which breaks a light
beam on a pick-up, an optronic system. The points and condenser are removed and replaced by the pick-up, and fitted
with the former points screw inside the distributor. The electronic box is located away from heat under the bonnet. It
needs a 12V supply and a very good ground lead. I secured my box for the P6 on the inner wing with screws. The two
parts are connected with cables and sockets. A lead from the coil (low tension) connects to the single lead from the
electronic box. The spark timing is best set up with a stroboscopic lamp using marks on crankshaft according to the car
manufacturer’s instructions. The Rover 2200 TC has a Lucas 23D4 distributor and be careful choosing the correct type
of Lumenition system. They differ from car to car. Six cylinder and V8 engines each have different systems. A Lumenition seller can help to select the correct system for your car. Don’t forget negative or posative ground specs.
NOTE. Rover 2200 TC has the original rotor fitted with a revolution limiter and these rotors are bigger resulting in interference with the optronic pick-up. A smaller rotor is needed. The standard Lucas type without the rev. limiter will fit
however, you then miss the protection at high revs.
My Lumenition failed after 30 years, maybe due to bad connections to 12V battery posts. Luckily, new spare points
and condenser had been saved in the glovebox for such a long time, however the screw to hold the condenser was missing.
The Rover 4-cylinder engine has very easy access to the distributor. But in the case of Lotus Elan Twin Cam engine,
the distributor is hidden by inlet tracts between the head and the carburettors. The Twin Cam head was designed for a
Ford Cortina 1500 block, and this was the result. Easier to remove the whole distributor and change the points on a
bench. New timing is of course needed after refitting.
The Elan would need an electronic ignition, to come away with these shortcomings. In 1990 a new system hit the aftermarket, called Aldon Ignitor. It was cheaper than Lumenition, as no electronic box was needed under bonnet. A blessing for Elan with no space to find for the box. The Ignitor only has two parts under distributor cap, so it is hard to see
the aftermarket system. A sleeve with magnets is fitted under the rotor arm, and a pick-up using a Hall-effect transistor
is held in place using the former points screw. It is a solid state system, but the two wires coming out of distributor
must be fitted correctly to ignition coil terminals. Reversing may destroy the Ignitor system. The ballast resistor is an
item to know about, to fit the wires correctly. It is important to buy the correct system as they differ for +pos. or –neg.
grounded systems. My Elan had an aftermarket distributor type 43D4 and, of course, I had to the select correct Ignitor
type.
NOTE. Lotus Elan Twin Cam have the original rotor fitted with revolution limiter, these rotors are bigger and interfere
with the Ignitor pick-up. A smaller rotor is needed. Only the standard Lucas type without rev. limiter will fit. However,
then you miss the safety at high revs which is most important in a sports car.
Continued next page.
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Continued from previous page.

My Ignitor failed after 15 miles, and the spare points in glovebox could not be fitted as I had no screwdriver with me.
After a call the tool turned up and we could drive home. The part had 30 months warranty and I could get a replacement set. I have been using the points since then, as I like to have the safety of the revolution limiter (6650rpm). I also
check the ignition timing twice a year.
Later models of the Ignitor system are sold together with an ignition coil, which has the correct coil resistance (3
ohms). Maybe that was the reason for my Ignitron failure 20 years ago. The coil was exchanged in my Elan’s early life.
Both electronic systems have excellent fitting instructions, with useful information not to void the warranty. A trouble
shooting guide is included to help customers.
All other ignition parts must be in good order: HT cables, spark plugs and distributor cap etc.
And don’t buy rotors or condensers made in Asia, if you are still using the points system. Both have failed for me.
A final remark, some Historic racing authorities do not allow electronic ignition. The best points for high revving race
engines are used in the Mini Cooper S (it had a Lucas 23D4 distributor). The Ford/Lotus based 43D4 distributor points
are not interchangeable, so a new base plate is needed when using the Cooper S points in the 43D4. This is sold as an
upgrade kit, and it eliminates point bounce at high racing engine speeds. Included is a Bosch condenser on the outside
of the distributor which is suitable for a Lotus Elan Twin Cam.
Richard Arbrink
Västerås,
Sweden
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P3 TROUBLE

Text and photo: Barry Moray.

We set out to Shannon's Classic on a fine day. The sun was
shining and the sky was blue.
Our P3 reached a roundabout at Prospect and lost all electrics
leaving us stranded right in the middle of one of the busiest
roundabouts in the West.
My first officer Adrian Rowland exclaimed—
“Well who you gonna CALL”?

“GHOSTBUSTERS”!
situation.

replied I; trying to lighten the

“I’ll let that one go through to the keeper” said Adrian.
Passing home mechanics/electricians established that we had
current to the solenoid but there didn’t appear to be current
thereafter.
I called the NRMA who towed us to safety and then private
haulage towed us to the security of my driveway 250 dollars
away. NRMA patrol service then attended, thought my problem lay in the ignition switch or the ignition wiring, hot wired
the car and I reversed her up the driveway into the security of
the garage.
My auto electrician attended on a Saturday and took one hour
to establish that the problem was a bar which led to the fuse in
the voltage regulator. This bar had overheated and melted.
THE DILEMMA:
Send an original Lucas regulator to Meteor Spares in the UK
for restoration on an exchange basis OR repair the current after
market regulator in the car.

Barry’s P3

Paul Anley very kindly found a regulator in stock but unfortunately this proved to be from a later model possibly P4 or
P5. So unable to find an original Lucas P3 regulator from any source within the club I was forced to work with the current one.
The auto electrician attended again , this time on a Sunday, soldered the bar, sealing the pathway to the fuse in the regulator and put everything back together. He reported that the bar was only encased in plastic which had melted and not a
non combustible compound (eg. Ceramic) as it would have been in an authentic original.
The lesson in this report is “don’t trust all after market products.” It is important to note that the problem was not the
fuse itself doing its job but the wiring to the fuse failing.
All is fine $250 + $385 = $635 later.
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Kop Hill 2019

By Jim Paling

Jim Paling lives in London. He has a unique 1934 Rover 14 Sports Sedan. Jim is a regular contributor to Freewheeling even though he lives on the other side of the planet. Jim has recently been to Kop Hill and sent this report.
This year saw the 10th anniversary of the revival of one of Britain's oldest motoring events, the hill climb up the old
Kop Hill road in rural Princes Risborough, Buckinghamshire, about 40 miles outside of London in the picturesque Chiltern Hills This is a sinuous hill which reaches a gradient of 1 in 4 near the top.
In 1910 it was first used by motorcyclists wishing to test their machines and themselves against others up the dusty and
rough old incline. Before long the venue caught on and cars began to join the bikes running up the hill, drawing ever
larger crowds who lined the roadside to watch. The meetings became The Kop Hill Climb, and as speeds increased, so
did the attraction to the many famous motor racing names of the time who began to appear there, eventually going on to
including Malcolm Campbell with his Talbot 12hp ' Bluebird', Raymond Mays with a Bugatti, Henry Seagrave in his
Gran Prix Sunbeam, and Louis Zborowski, Ballot, all of whom became regular competitors at the events.
At a meeting in 1922 Zborowski set the hill's speed record for a car in his Grand Prix Ballot at 26.8 seconds, while in
1925 famous racing driver, tuner, and all round Brooklands 'character' Freddie Dixon went up the hill on his highly
tuned 736 cc Douglas motorcycle in 22.8 seconds at an amazing average of 81 mph. from a standing start.
These records can never be beaten as, shortly after Dixon's record run a foolish spectator, having ignored warnings to
keep clear, got into the path of, and was struck by a speeding Bugatti, escaping with his life, but suffering a broken leg.
The RAC stopped the event and within a week announced that they would not issue any further permits for motor speed
events on public roads in the U.K.
This situation remained unchanged for many years until an alteration in the Road Traffic Act allowed the cars to return
to the Hill, but not for any competition or speed work. Much later, in 1999, the Bean Car Club had a small gathering
there, but it was not until a group of Rotary Club members, whilst considering ways to raise funds for various good
causes in the local area, formed the idea of a proper celebration event to commemorate the great days at the hill in times
gone by. That beginning led to what has now become one of the premier classic motoring occasions of the year. By
contacting local motoring clubs, the council, farmers, landowners, etc, the project planning started. The many problems
encountered, financial, legal and practical, initial Police reluctance, etc. were eventually overcome, and in 2009 the first
Kop Hill Climb Revival took place.
Since that time, many further attractions have been added to make the show a special weekend for families, with stage
performances, a children's area, a Soapbox Challenge and a food village. The paddock is lined with a rich range of
stalls. Monies raised for local causes, distributed through Heart of Bucks is now approaching one million pounds!!
On the day I went there, my 4th visit, I was impressed with the organisation, large direction boards pointing the way to
the hill from a mile or so away, and the number of cheerful marshals directing the flow of traffic into neat rows across
the parking fields was very welcome. I also noticed many little improvements whilst heading for the paddock, as the
field where all the exhibit vehicles are gathered is called. To aid a good look at the motors going up the hill, the farmer
has cut down his hedges 'to the minimum allowed by
agricultural regulations' thus aiding the view of the
cars, bikes, heavies such as fire engines etc, ( yes, anything! ) making their way past, and improved grandstanding. On entering the paddock field once again I
recognised the high quality of the motors around. I
attend quite a few old car shows over the course of the
year, often in my own 1934 Rover, and sometimes notice a lack of what I think of as real old cars, being a
bit like that myself I cannot get too interested in the
much more modern 'grey porridge' exhibits which increasingly make up the bulk of the entrants. Here there
is such a variety of desirable rare and interesting motors, not necessarily worth vast fortunes, but just so
different to the usual fare.
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One might go to lots of events over the years, but never see a
Brough Superior motor car, here there were three on show, all dropheads. People are driving around in aero-engined Edwardian cars,
several C and D type Jaguars, some maybe even real ones (!) are dotted about, BSA three wheelers in a group, vintage Bentleys, Bugatti's,
Talbot's, Sunbeams, even the world land speed record holding M.G.
( Rover, really) estate, or Touring / ZT-T take your pick. This car codename X-15 did 225.6 mph / 360.9 km/h on the Bonneville salt
flats in August 2003 after M.G./ Rover had the famous California
based So-Cal speed shop agree to build and run the car, with a requested target of 200 mph.
Feeling that the original engine might not be up to the job, a Roush
Performance V8 6.00 litre 765bhp engine was installed, which on the
day, produced the figures mentioned, to M.G / Rover's delight. Throughout the day a line of cars of every sort is waiting their
turn at a go, and this shows one of the great informal and all inclusive
aspects of the day. You are allowed to have a bash at the hill in whatever you have arrived in, within certain boundaries. It must be understood that whilst a full-bore getaway is to be expected, you have to
back off before going too far, as great speeds are not allowed, and
would endanger the future of the event. So for instance several Austin
Sevens in various forms went gently past, followed by a Jaguar D
Type, a couple of 1920's Bugatti's, all sorts of motorbikes - mostly
elderly, a 1908 Berliet racer with Curtiss aero engine, a Brough Superior drophead, and while I stood by the starting line, a 1970 Plymouth Superbird with 9.8 litre supercharged engine - deafening roar,
whole area quickly wreathed in tyre smoke - gone. As I said, almost
anything, including, though I missed it, the famous Ecurie Ecosse
team's Commer racing car transporter.
I greatly enjoyed just wandering around the cars and talking to the
drivers, it is all very relaxed and enjoyable, real old-car heaven.
Best laugh of the day was the appearance of a Model T Ford tourer in
black with ' Police Patrol' on the doors carrying four Keystone Kops
in appropriate get-up, brandishing truncheons with one speaking into
a candlestick telephone, and complete with 'prisoner' in stripey uniform in the back. After stopping to ' caution' world famous motor
cycle racer and Trials Champion Sammy Miller, who had a stand
there promoting his Motorbike Museum, they set off on patrol again
with siren wailing.
In all, this was a great day out, surrounded by some really fine automotive machinery.
In my opinion the best event of all is the annual Vintage Sports Car
Club's Prescott meeting, where the Orchard car park is stuffed with
hundreds of glorious old cars whilst the racing machinery is all to be
seen in the paddock, and racing up the hill against the clock.
I would put Kop Hill second only to that, and if anyone is planning a
visit to England next summer, and is interested in this sort of thing, I
heartily commend both of these events to them.
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Club News
Club Membership is currently:190 Primary Members
26 Family Members
6 Life Members
1 Honorary Member
Total Membership: 223
Total Vehicles on Register: 358

Important

Action that may be Required by you.
If you have a car that is on Historic Plates (also called club plates
or conditional registration); you must renew your club membership by 1 January or you are driving an unregistered and uninsured car.
Your 2020 renewal form is on the next page of this issue of
Freewheeling. Act on it now to be sure you are covered!

The 2020 National Rove
The very latest from the people organising the 2020 National Rove in
beautiful South Australia is on the following pages. It includes an attendance form. If you are going and have not completed and
forwarded this form; NOW is the time to do it.
Get cracking!
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Rover Owners’ Club

(Incorporated under the New South Wales Associations Incorporation Act 1984 – Registered Number Y2302602)

ABN 91 306 381 588

Registered office: 12 Page Ave Wahroonga NSW 2076

Postal address: PO Box 503, Pennant Hills, NSW, 1715

RENEWAL FOR 2020
Please note that your annual membership renewal is due on 01 January.
Members with cars on HVS & CVS are reminded to remain financial and to ensure they renew by 01 January each year.
Members who are un-financial for a 12-month period, and then wish to renew, may be required to pay the joining fee again.
Please either pay at a meeting, or post your renewal with a cheque to:
Treasurer, Rover Owners’ Club, PO Box 503 PENNANT HILLS NSW 1715
Or email your renewal form to the Registrar, if you choose to make an EFT payment (EFT details shown below),
registrar@roverownersclub.com.au
Please complete all details to allow us to improve our membership records. Always include an email address if you have one, as
it is the most convenient way to communicate with members. It is important that you print the information legibly. Please refrain
from using the phrase “As per last year” or similar, as this does not allow us to confirm that our records are correct.
Surname ……………………………………………………..…………………………………..…. First name ……………………………………………………………………………………….
Address ………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………..…………………………………………………………………………
Telephone (home) ………………………………….……………………………………….……. (work) …………………………………………….……….……………………………………
Mobile phone ………………………………………………….…………………………………….………………………………………………………………..…………………………………….
E-mail (Required for Magazine and RoverNet distribution)…………………………………………………………….………………………………………………………………
Name of spouse or partner ………...…………………………………...……………………………………………………………………………………………………………….……………
Additional Family Member Option
A member’s spouse, partner or relative can apply to be an Additional Family Member, if they wish to participate on committee, or vote at
club elections. There is an additional annual fee of $10.00 per additional family member wishing to take up this option. Include this amount
below if applicable.
Name of Additional Family Member …................................................................................................................................................................

Vehicle details (Use back of form if space insufficient)
Chassis number
Model
Type
Year
P6B

3500

1974

4561234XXB52

Engine Number
123456789

Reg No

ROV-123

Body

Sedan

Colour

Arden Green

HVS/CVS - 60
day logbook
Yes or No

…………………………………………………………………………………………………………………….……………………………………………..
………………………………………………………………..………………………………………………………………………………………………...

NB: For cars on Conditional or Concessional Registration, please indicate whether the ROC is the Primary or Secondary Club, (P) or (S) delete.
Please provide the name of any secondary clubs ………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………
Is your Rover used as your Daily Driver? (ie. your normal means of transport, not just on full registration.) Yes / No (delete as appropriate)

TOTAL PAYABLE FOR RENEWAL OF MEMBERSHIP:
Plus any Additional Family Membership Fee ($10 pp - if applicable)
TOTAL ENCLOSED (Cash or Chq) OR PAID BY EFT

$ 35.00
$
$

Bank details for EFT payments: Bendigo Bank, BSB 633 000, Acct No: 126 077 999, Acct Name: Rover Owners Club,
Reference: Surname – Renew
Signature .............................................................................................................................................. Date .........................................................

Both the above listed parks offer a 10% discount to ROVE2020 attendees.
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Continued next page

The Bluff Resort Apartments
123 Franklin Parade, Encounter Bay 5211
Tel.: (08) 85521200Web.: https://www.bluffresort.com.au/

Other accommodation options include:
Port Elliot Holiday Park (7.9kms/13 mins),
Big4 member. Goolwa Road (Middleton side of Port Elliot)
Tel. (08) 8554 2134Web: https://portelliotholidaypark.com.au
McCracken Country Club
McCracken Drive, Victor Harbor 5211
(08) 8551 0200Web.: https://www.mccrackencountryclub.com.au/

Winter sun Motel111 Hindmarsh Road, Victor Harbor 5211
Tel. (08) 8552 3533Web.: http://www.wintersunmotel.com.au/

Victor Harbor’s iconic horse drawn tram on the causeway from Granite Island. Did you know that a
Land Rover once did this task? You will learn more about this interesting piece of local Rover history
during ROVE 2020...
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California Dreaming (Part 2)

Text and photos by Mark Nelson

Included here are some additional photos of our US trip a few months back, covered in part in the September
Freewheeling. Of note is a shot of an historic electric trolley bus in San Francisco (aside from the more famous cable cars), which are all in stunning condition. The fun factor is heightened by a ride in one at night with all the lighting, décor, fittings etc. amazingly comfortable, a real trip back in time. In
addition are a few more vehicles spotted on our drive along Route
66 in Arizona.
Having an interest in historic aviation I took the opportunity to visit
two museums. The first was on the way to the Grand Canyon, The
Planes of Fame Air Museum in Williams-Valle, Arizona. This is an
offshoot of the main Planes of Fame Air Museum at Chino. Whilst
small this museum has a collection of some 40 odd aircraft, many
flyable. Probably the rarest aircraft is a static wartime Messerschmitt Bf 109 G-10, a late war example rescued by the museums
founder in 1957 from scrapping. Dotted amongst the aircraft are a number of cars and trucks, including a superb 1955 Studebaker Deluxe
coupe.

The second museum I came across
by chance. It was Castle Air Museum, situated in Atwater in California. It is a former United States Air
Force Strategic Air Command base,
which closed in 1995. At the height
of the Cold War in the 50s and 60s
aircraft stationed there included the B-29, B-50, B-47, B-52 and the mighty Convair B-36 ‘Peacemaker’.
Whilst predating the jet powered B-47 and B-52 the Convair B-36 was a tour de-force when it flew in 1949
(lasting in service till the late 50s). The B-36 was the largest mass-produced piston-engine aircraft ever built.
In addition it had the longest wingspan of any combat aircraft built, at 230 ft (70.1 m). With a range of 10,000
miles (16,000 km) and a maximum payload of 87,200 lb (39,600 kg), the B-36 was capable of intercontinental
flight without refuelling.
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Its size is breathtaking in the flesh; photos do not do it justice! Even by modern standards it is huge, Convair
coined it the “aluminium overcast”. It gained the term ‘six turnin, four burnin’, this alluded to its combined
power plants, six piston engines and four jet engines. The six Pratt & Witney ‘Wasp Major’, radial engines
had their propellers on the trailing edge of the wing (three each side), in a pusher configuration, whilst the
four ‘supplementary’ jet engines, divided into two pods were outboard of the piston engines on each wing.
We have all changed spark plugs at some stage on our Rover cars. Imagine changing 56 plugs on just one engine – that in total is 336 plugs for all six! Quite a bill at your local auto store. The ‘Wasp Major’ R-4360 engine was one of the most powerful
piston radial engines ever designed,
putting out 3,800 hp or 2,835 Kw. It
was coined the “corncob” due to its
28-cylinder four-row air-cooled radial layout (seven pistons in each
bank). Whilst visiting The Planes of
Fame Air Museum earlier, they had
four of these engines sitting in the
dirt after having been removed from
a KC-97 Stratofreighter, which was
being scrapped. They’re pretty impressive in the flesh.

For film buffs the B-36 starred alongside James Stewart in the 1955 film ‘Strategic Air Command’ where the
take-off and in-flight scenes of the B-36 are very interesting, no CGI here! Well worth checking out on
YouTube: https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=9FJVxtTNjJk
When Castle Air Force Museum was an active base, it starred in a movie called ‘Bombers B-52’ in 1957, with
Karl Malden and Natalie Wood. The museum has a display honouring the cast and the bases role in the film.
The whole film can be watched on YouTube. https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=lDHJ4MK3XHo&t=1003s
The museum has some 72 odd aircraft, including wartime B-17 Flying Fortress, B-24 Liberator, B-29 etc as
well as indoor displays.

Near the front gate is the
famous Skunk Works Division, Lockheed SR-71,
still the fastest airbreathing manned aircraft
of all time, flying at Mach
3.32 (or 2,547mph) at
around 85,000 feet
(26,000m).

In all a thoroughly fascinating tour of these now silent sentinels.
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A selection of automobiles seen by Mark as he
traversed Route 66 in the USA.

A fire engine

A Chrysler Windsor sedan

A Ford truck

A restoration project all ready to go
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So What Happened On The 13 October?

Words by Ken Dunkley and photos by Dudley Bennett

Well: I’ll tell you what happened on the 13 October
AD 54
1775
1776
1815
2019

The Roman Emperor Claudius was murdered by his wife
The United States Navy was founded
President George Washington laid the corner stone of the White house
King and Marshal Joachin Muit was executed while trying to regain the Kingdom of Naples
The Rover Owners’ Club had a celebratory lunch at the Canada Bay Club

No! I am not a history nerd or a fount of knowledge of things past. But I do have a book that sets out the significant things
that have occurred in the past. Since the book was published in 2004 it only contains stuff that occurred before that date.
Most of the above seems pretty grim but thankfully the ROC lunch was certainly not grim.
“Why was the lunch held?” , I hear you ask Well; it was to celebrate the launch of the Rover P40-75.

A group of R40-75 owners and a few other Rover ring-ins assembled at the Canada Bay Club at the appointed date. The
ring ins were two P4 and P6. I must say the event was well organised with an area of the large car park set aside for the
R.O. C. This allowed all the 75 to park side-by-side with the other Rovers in a group adjacent. There were even several
non-Rover present.
After a suitable number of photos were recorded, the group wandered into the lunch room where several tables had been
secured by the Club Captain. An extensive range of memorabilia was spread out on one table while the hungry hoards slide
into the two adjacent tables. Time whizzed by very quickly as we read the menu, placed our orders and then consumed the
meals. Various people recounted how they came to own an R40-75 and there seemed to be universal agreement that it is a
great and comfortable car to drive.
In no time at all lunch had been suitably dealt with and it was time to mix it with all the other cars on the way home.
Now all we have to think of is; ‘what anniversary come next?’.
Any ideas—anyone?

At the lunch were, from the left.
Richard Dalziel. Ashley Lynn. Peter Phillips. Robert Walker. Adrian Rowland.
Beyond are the Rover Ring-ins.
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R40-75 memorabilia laid out on an adjacent table.

Commemorative tea pot given to the first buyers of R40-75.
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Rover Owners’ Club General Meeting .
( General Meeting .23 October 2019 )

Meeting opened at 8:00 pm with 19 members and guests attending.
President’s welcome: The President welcomed members and guests.
Apologies: Rob Turner, Chris Forsey. Ian, Thea & Doug Shearman, Tony Cope, Nigel Rock,
Warren McEwen, Roy Allen & Terry Hillman.
Previous minutes. Moved. Paul Anley 2nd Andrew Holland
Committee reports
Vice President /Treasurer/Public Officer:
Richard Dalziel reported
ANZ TD1
$14,000.00
ANZ TD2
$10,000.00
Bendigo Sav $12,000.00
Bendigo Chq $ 1,567.26
Westpac Chq $ 1,097.00
Consolidated $38,664.26
The new accounts package is operational & working well.
It is called Cashbook Complete, it is the basic Home version, but is all we need. It cost $80 as a once off expense (no ongoing fees like many packages).
The public liability insurance renewal has been paid, it is due by 31 Oct. each year.
Secretary: Dudley Bennett informed members the PO box had been cleared and all mail distributed to
the relevant club officer.
Included were a confirmation letter from the RMS of the historic plate logbook scheme
becoming permanent.
An enquiry from Peter Williams of Raleigh (Northern NSW) re: R40 75 suspension bushes
that has led to him joining the Club.
Invoice received for use of the Veteran Hall
Reciprocal magazines were on display.
Editor: Ken Dunkley reported that the October Freewheeling had gone out on time and the next one
was the last for the year. Contributions for the January edition are now sought.
Web Master / RoverNET: Rob Turner reported by email
ROC Website & IT: all working well, no problems.
Registrar: Rob Turner reported membership numbers.
Current Membership:
190 Primary Members
26 Family Members
6 Life Members
1 Honorary Member
Total Membership: 223
Total Vehicles on Register: 360
Welcome to new members:
Terence Hillman, 1970 Rover P5B 3.5 Litre Coupé
Les Mabbutt, who is seeking to purchase a Rover 3500 P6B
Club Captain: Andrew Holland reported on 3 events coming up:
10/11 Display Day at Linnwood House from 9.30am.
30/11 – 1/12 ACT Branch Xmas party / Terribly British Day, Queanbeyan.
26/1/20 Australia Day Carnivale, Parramatta Park.
More to follow after next Committee Meeting.
ROC Shop:
Peter Scott informed members there had been no recent sales.
Spare Parts:
Paul Anley reported orders had finally been supplied from Wadhams in the UK.
Paul requested if you purchase parts from outside suppliers that have the factory
part number included please advise him of those numbers for his records.
CMC.
Robert Belbin reported “The Preserve” had been sent out.
The November meeting will be the AGM. Result of discussions with the NRMA likely to
be an offer of 25% discount on 2nd vehicle but still to be confirmed.
Club Plates:
Richard Dalziel advised H plates have now run out and J plates are being issued.
Important – if you put a vehicle on Historic Plates, please advise Richard/Steve of the
22
number immediately.

General business:
Historic plates discussion following permanency, proper logbook to follow?
Adrian Rowland congratulated organisers of R40 75 luncheon, display and presentations
to tumultuous applause.
Scam alert ! Committee members and others were sent scam emails to obtain
banking details.
Reminder! Do not open any attachments / links unless absolutely sure of authenticity.
Robert Turner has reported incident to authorities.
Rover reparations:
Les Mabbutt seeking an auto P6B with air-con. Please contact Les on 0420-238136 if you have or know of a
suitable vehicle for sale.
Richard Dalziel reported a further episode of his P4 burnt valve saga. Having put the head into a local reconditioner, on pickup he was given the incorrect head (from a Land Rover) and had to prove their mistake by
showing photos of his original!
Andrew Holland reported his 825 failed to start for the 20th anniversary function. His battery charger indicated battery was faulty. On inspection he discovered leads were loose. Battery is perfect. Moral of the story:
check the simple solutions first!
Robert Walker seeking someone who can assist in reading data from a code reader plugged into his new 75
Tourer.
Evening activities:
Past President, Robert Merrick then gave a talk on the complexities, intricacies and idiosyncrasies of modern
model railways to the awe, I suspect, of most of the audience.
The raffle was then drawn and the meeting closed at 10.15 pm.
The members then adjourned for refreshments.
The next Meeting to be held on Wednesday the 27th of November 2019

Another Photo from
the
2019 All British
Day
A very nice bunch
of Rileys
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Club Calendar.
Club events.

Please remember it is necessary to reserve your place on any event, except Club meetings, by telephoning the person organising the event. If you decide later not to attend something for which you have booked, please let the person
organising the event know so others will not be inconvenienced by waiting for you unnecessarily. If you can’t get to the
event – get to a phone!
It should be recognised that whilst the Rover Owners’ Club takes every care and precaution, members and their guests participate in all activities by their own choice, and act on their own behalf, thus at their own risk.
The following are CLUB EVENTS. For these events you do not have to record the usage of your car in the log book which
you should be carrying in the car. You must however, carry this page from Freewheeling, or the equivalent page from Rover
net which proves you are travelling on a club event.
Sunday 10 November 2019 | Rover Owners Club Annual Display Day
• This is the Rover Owners Club premier event, with display and judging of members’ cars for Pride of Ownership, and
Championship of Championship. So polish up your Rovers, Land Rovers & Range Rovers, come along and enjoy a magnificent display of our Club’s finest vehicles.
• Venue | Linnwood House, 25 Byron Rd, Guildford
• Time | From 10 am to 4 pm
• Contact | Andrew Holland | Mobile | 0414 625 236
email | clubcaptain@roverownersclub.com.au
• The duration of this event for HVS purposes is Saturday 9 November to Monday 11 November 2019, to include necessary travel days.

November

Sunday 17 November 2019 | Marques In The Park
ACT Region Display Day
• Venue | John Knight Park, Townsend Place, Off Aikman Drive, Belconnen Way, Belconnen ACT
• Time | 7:00 am to 3:00 pm
• Organisers | Council of ACT Motor Clubs
• Enquiries contact | Chris Forsey | mobile | 0413 996 481
email | act@roverownersclub.com.au
Saturday 23 November 2019 | Canberra Cafe Conversation (CCC)
Great coffee and a chat with local Rover owners.
• Time | from 10am (until about 11.30am).
• Where: Plumb on Tennant cafe, Unit 1/5 Tennant Street, Fyshwick ACT (near Bunnings) https://
www.plumbontennant.com.au/
• Contact: Chris Forsey | mobile | 0413 996 481 |
email | act@roverownersclub.com.au
or just turn up!
Wednesday 27 November 2019 | General Meeting
• Venue | Veteran Car Club Hall, 134 Queens Road, Five Dock, 8:00 pm
• After Meeting Presentation: Lawrie Moules – Shay Locomotives
Saturday 30 November 2019 | ACT Region Christmas Dinner
• Hosted by the Armstrong Siddeley Car Club
• Venue | Mercure Canberra, Corner of Ainslie & Limestone Ave, Braddon, ACT (formerly Hotel Ainslie)
• Bookings required. Click the link to confirm and pay:
https://www.trybooking.com/BGAYR
• Please note: bookings close on 20 November 2019
• Enquiries contact | Andrew Clearwater
email | the.clearwaters@optusnet.com.au

This page is from the Rover Owners’ Club Inc monthly publication Freewheeling, and shows club events.
more recent additions on the ROC web site.
All PDF
24 files and coloured brochures are available on the club’s web site.
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Club Calendar.
Club events. (continued)

December

Please remember it is necessary to reserve your place on any event, except Club meetings, by telephoning the person organising the event. If you decide later not to attend something for which you have booked, please let the person
organising the event know so others will not be inconvenienced by waiting for you unnecessarily. If you can’t get to the
event – get to a phone!
It should be recognised that whilst the Rover Owners’ Club takes every care and precaution, members and their guests participate in all activities by their own choice, and act on their own behalf, thus at their own risk.
The following are CLUB EVENTS. For these events you do not have to record the usage of your car in the log book which
you should be carrying in the car. You must however, carry this page from Freewheeling, or the equivalent page from Rover
net which proves you are travelling on a club event.
Sunday 1 December 2019 | ACT Region | Terribly British Day
• Venue | Queanbeyan Park, Cnr. Lowe & Campbell Streets, Queanbeyan.
• Download information flyer | Terribly British Day 2019 PDF
• Contact | Chris Forsey | mobile | 0413 996 481 or
email | act@roverownersclub.com.au
• The duration of this event for HVS purposes is Saturday 30 November to Monday 2 December 2019, to include necessary
travel days.
Tuesday 3 December 2019 | Invitation Event | Oasis Christmas Run to Nepean Rowing Club
• Download full details | Oasis Runs 2019-2020 PDF V1

January 2020

Thursday 12 December 2019 | Christmas General Meeting
• Venue | Veteran Car Club Hall, 134 Queens Road, Five Dock, 8:00 pm

22 January 2020 | General Meeting
• Venue | Veteran Car Club Hall, 134 Queens Road, Five Dock, 8:00 pm

This page is from the Rover Owners’ Club Inc monthly publication Freewheeling, and shows club events.
more recent additions on the ROC web site.
All PDF files and coloured brochures are available on the club’s web site.

There may be
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Club Calendar.
Invited events.

Nov

The following are INVITED EVENTS. That means they have been organised by another club and the Rover Owners’
Club has been invited to attend. The Rover Owners’ Club will not be attending as a group. You should contact the person indicated, or visit the club web site and obtain details, followed by making your own arrangements to attend.
Note that there may be additional events on the Council of Motor Clubs web site and these are also classed as invited
events.
You should carry this page ,or the equivalent page from Rovernet, with you in the car and this may be inspected, if required, by somebody with the authority to do so.

Tuesday 12 November 2019 | Invitation Event | Oasis Remembrance Day Run
• Bookings have closed.
• Download full details | Oasis Runs 2019-2020 PDF V1

December

.

Tuesday 3 December 2019 | Invitation Event | Oasis Christmas Run to Nepean Rowing Club
• Download full details | Oasis Runs 2019-2020 PDF V1

January 2020

Tuesday 7 January 2020 | Invitation Event | Oasis Run
• Download full details | Oasis Runs 2019-2020 PDF V1
Sunday 26 January 2020 | Invitation Event | Australia Day Carnivale
• Venue | Parramatta Park
• Bookings essential
• Bookings close on Friday 29 November 2019
• Vehicles arrive at Parramatta Park at designated times from 6 – 9 am.
• Booking link:
https://www.discoverparramatta.com/form/carnivale
• Download full information:
Carnivale 2020 Information Australia Day PDF

This page is from the Rover Owners’ Club Inc monthly publication Freewheeling, and shows invited events.
recent additions on the ROC web site.
All PDF files and coloured brochures are available on the club’s web site.

26

There may be more

The ROC Club Shop
THE ROVER OWNERS’ CLUB REGALIA.
The ROC collection includes both ROC clothing and vehicle regalia. All ROC regalia can be used at club events, invited events and ROC meetings,. You can order the ROC car collection or the ROC Clothing Collection by completing the
form below and emailing to
Gail and Peter Scott at
club shop@roverownersclub.com.au.
THE CAR COLLECTION.

Item

Name

Price

EXTERIOR WINDOW DECAL
ROC

$ 5.00

WINDSCREEN SASH

$ 10.00

ROVER WHEEL STICKERS
(SET OF SIX)

$10.00

Quantity

Sub Total

$55.00
REPLICA ROVER P6 TOOL ROLL

.
GRILL BADGE

$35.00

THE CLOTHING COLLECTION.

Item

Name

Price

Quantity

Sub Total

CLOTH BADGE
(NIL STOCK)

R.O.C. POLO SHIRTS
(LIMITED SIZES REMAIN)

$35.00

R.O. C. SPRAY JACKETS
(NIL STOCK)

R.O.C. CAPS
(NIL STOCK)

Price to be advised

Funds can be EFT to the Rover Owners Club account prior to pick up.
Electronic funds transfer can be made to the Bendigo Bank BSB 633 000, Account 126 077 999
Please use “your surname”
“Payment Reason” Club shop/merchandise purchase; so that payment can be correctly
allocated and receipted.
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Rover Owners’ Club Inc.
Presidents
1965 –1968
1969-July 1970
July 1970—1972
1973—1976
1977—1980
1981—1984
1985—May 1987
May 1987—1991
1991—1994
1994—1998
1998—2003
2003—2005
2005—2009
2009—2010
2010—2016
2016—2017
May 2017
2017—2018
2018—present

Keith Beale
John Allcock
Neville Lowe
James Moule
David Arnold
Robert Merrick
Ray Quigley
Tony Cope
Theo Lyras
Michael Douglas
Bruce Duncan
Derek Scott
Richard Dalziel
Jim Nicholson
Janet Legge
Warwick Ravell
Nicholas Munting.
Ian Shearman.
Robert Walker

Honour Roll.
Founding and
Life members
Keith Beale
Grahame Jones

Life members
Anne Lloyd-Owen
Bill Campton
Bob Campbell
Tim Crick

Honorary Members
James Taylor

The Rover Owners Club meets on the fourth Wednesday of each month (except December when it meets on the second Thursday of the month) at
the Veteran Car Club of Australia, 134 Queens Road, Five Dock. Meetings commence at 8pm sharp and usually consist of a general business meeting followed by a guest speaker or other appropriate entertainment. A light supper is usually served after each meeting.
People with an interest in the marque, owners or principal drivers OF ANY ROVER vehicle (including 4wd) are welcome to join. Currently the
joining fee is A$25.00 plus annual subscription A$35.00 including GST. Membership includes a year’s subscription of “Freewheeling”, the Club’s
magazine. A members partner or relative can apply to be an Additional Family Member if they wish to participate on committee or vote at club
elections, but "Freewheeling" is not included. There is an annual fee of $10 per additional family member wishing to take up this option.
Electronic Banking details are:- Account Name. Rover Owners Club Inc. Bank . Bendigo
Club postal address is: -

Rover Owners’ Club, PO Box 503, Pennant Hills. 1715

The Club e-mail address is: -

president@roverownersclub.com.au

The club website is: -

www.roverownersclub.com.au

BSB 633 000

Account number 126 077 999

Overseas subscriptions are warmly welcomed. Visitors are welcome at any time. The Club conducts a number of events during the year usually
incorporating a drive to a particular venue. There are also social events that members may participate in, such as the Mother’s Day breakfast, annual dinner, picnics and the Club’s Annual Display Day.
An elected Management Committee supported by a number of appointed sub-committee roles manages the Rover Owners Club. The Management
Committee meets monthly on the second Wednesday night. The President usually chairs this meeting and minutes are kept.
Contributions to “Freewheeling” close on the first day of the month of publication. If you want to publish an article, news about an event it needs
to be with the Editor by the first of the month.
Preference is to receive articles by email, but typed or even hand written will be acceptable, as long your writing is legible. Make certain your
name is on the article and your phone number in case we need to contact you. Do make certain we do not infringe copyright. If the article has come
from another publication please let us know and also let us know if you already hold permission to reproduce the material.
Don’t try to set out the article, we will do that to fit the space we have available. Photographs can be e mailed or need to be clear positives. Please
write on the back (carefully) what the event is, who is in the photo and who owns it. That way we can have accurate descriptions and you have a
good chance we will return your photograph.

‘Freewheeling’ is the official journal of the Rover Owners Club Inc. (under the NSW Associations Incorporations Act 1984) registered number
Y2302602. On 23 September 1964 it was recognized as the first in the world by the Rover Company Ltd. The opinions expressed in Freewheeling are not necessarily those of the Rover Owners Club, its officers or members. Whilst all care is taken, this Club and its officers do not accept
responsibility for opinions expressed or the availability or quality or fitness for use of any services, goods or vehicles notified for sale or hire or
the genuineness of any advertiser or author. Other clubs may reproduce articles originating from members with acknowledgement to this publication.
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MANAGEMENT
COMMITTEE.
GENERAL
COMMITCLUB REPS
SUB COMMITTEE

President

Robert Walker

president@roverownersclub.com.au

Vice President

Richard Dalziel

vicepresident@roverownersclub.com.au

Club Captain

Andrew Holland

clubcaptain@roverownersclub.com.au

Secretary

Dudley Bennett

secretary@roverownersclub.com.au

9997 3493

0499 842 454

Treasurer & Public Officer

Richard Dalziel

treasurer@roverownersclub.com.au

9489 3553

0412 709 228

Registrar

Rob Turner

registrar@roverownersclub.com.au

0404 463 489

ACT Representative

Chris Forsey

act@roverownersclub.com.au

0413 996 481

Club Spares Officer

Paul Anley

clubspares@roverownersclub.com.au

9684 1795

Editor

Ken Dunkley

editor@roverownersclub.com.au

9533 3326

Webmaster

Rob Turner

webmaster@roverownersclub.com.au

All British Rep

Andrew Holland

abr@roverownersclub.com.au

Club Plates ACT

Hugh Boulter

clubplatesact@roverownersclub.com.au

6258 8221

Club Plates NSW

Steven Williams

clubplatesnsw@roverownersclub.com.au

9896 5650

Club Shop

Gail & Peter Scott

clubshop@roverownersclub.com.au

CMC Rep

Robert Belbin

cmc@roverownersclub.com.au

0414 263 333

CACTMC Rep

Chris Forsey

act@roverownersclub.com.au

0413 996481

Hugh Bolter

rocfboadmin@roverownersclub.com.au

0407 215 008

Jack Loobeek

library@roverownersclub.com.au

0418 972 041

Warwick Moriarty

postage@roverownersclub.com.au

Rob Turner

rovernet@roverownersclub.com.au

0404 463 489

Jack Loobeek

manuals @rover ownersclub.com.au

0418 972 041

Hunter

Barry Murdoch

hunter@roverownersclub.com.au

0412 998 192

Illawarra

Stuart Rigby

illawarra@roverownersclub.com.au

4232 3148

North

Eric Davison

north@roverownersclub.com.au

6624 4537

Western

Peter Colwell

western@roverownersclub.com.au

6888 5310

Southern Highlands

Rob Turner

highlands@roverownersclub.com.au

0404 463 489

Southern NSW/ACT

Chris Forsey

act@roverownersclub.com.au

0413 996 481

Pre-War

James Moule

roverprewar@roverownersclub.com.au

9542 1967

P2/P3

Greg Alexander

roverp2p3@ roverownersclub.com.au

9569 5159

P4

Nicholas Cope

roverp4@roverownersclub.com.au

P5/P5B

Warwick Ravell

roverp5@roverownersclub.com.au

P6/P6B

Andrew Holland

roverp6@roverownersclub.com.au

SD1

Adrian Rowland

roversd1@roverownersclub.com.au

Rover 400/800 series

Rex Mickan

rover800series@roverownersclub.com.au

Land Rover

Dennis Trigg

landrover@roverownesclub.com.au

R.Rover/Discovery

Jim Nicholson

rangerover@roverownersclub.com.au

9624 2247

R40 . 75

Dudley Bennett

rover75@roverownersclub.com.au

9997 3493

Face book Administrator
Librarian
Postage
Rovernet Editor Workshop

MODEL TECHNICAL
CO-ORDINATORS

AREA
CONVENORS

Manuals

0419 220 357
9489 3553

0412 709 228
0414 625 236

0400 463 322
0404 463 489

9773 4734

0407 215 008

0411 739 132

0431 473 825

0409 927 185

0490 388 470

0487 474 695
9872 7860
0414 625 236
4787 8591
0409 787 541
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