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President’s Comments

President
Robert Walker

Welcome to the October 2019 Rover Ramblings.

president
@roverownersclub.com.au

Vice President

Richard Dalziel vicepresident
We have held our AGM and all committee positions have
@roverownersclub.com.au
been allocated so it is safe to come to future meetings. A successful visit to Goulburn and a great outing to the All British Club Captain
Day have been two recent highlights of club activities.
Andrew Holland clubcaptain
@roverownersclub.com.au

At our September meeting we were entertained by Paul Anley regaling us with some of his escapades whilst serving
time on the waterfront as part of the Harbour Police.

Secretary
Dudley Bennett

secretary
@roverownersclub.com.au

Treasurer
As we are now putting together the 2020 programme, any
Richard Dalziel treasurer
ideas you may have on activities you think would be of inter@roverownersclub.com.au
est, please inform any of the committee members. Don’t
Registrar
leave it too long as we will form the programme in the next
Rob Turner registrar
two months.
@roverownersclub.com.au

As Graham Dawson has resigned as a club member we require someone to step forward as the Land Rover expert.
Any volunteers or do you know anyone you can recommend
to be pressed into service?

Editor

Ken Dunkley

Web master
Rob Turner

editor
@roverownersclub.com.au
webmaster

I would like to welcome Jack Loobeek who is taking over
@roverownersclub.com.au
librarian duties from Andrew Holland including the worka full list of all positions including phone numshop manuals and parts catalogues which are held by the club For
bers, see the back pages of this magazine.
to assist members with repair and maintenance on their vehicles.
I would also remind you that Robert Belbin is now fully operational as club representative on the CMC so he is our
source of information if you need assistance in that area.
Finally thank you to committee members and sub committee
members who are in place for the coming year. You can find
their contact details in Freewheeling and Rovernet. Remember we are all here to assist club members in whatever way
we can.
We are now looking forward to a successful 2020 year and
don’t forget the Rover R40 75 anniversary lunch on 13 October 2019. You don’t need to be a75 owner to participate but
as a 75 owner you should be there. It is a chance to take your
partner to an enjoyable venue for Sunday lunch and gain
some brownie points.
In the meantime
Happy and safe Rovering.
Robert Walker

President

The Rover Owners’ Club welcomes
new member.
John McDonough,

John has a 1972 Rover 3500S

Cover Photos
Front Cover:
The Rover Owners’ Club display
at the 2019 All British Day
King’s School Parramatta.

(Ken Dunkley photo)

Back Cover.
A group of Rovers (plus a ring-in)
at the weekend away at Goulburn.

(Robert Walker photo)
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GOULBURN VISIT IN SEPTEMBER 2019
By Robert Walker
I headed out from Sydney mid morning of the 6 September solo as Augusta had another engagement at the weekend.
The P6B (Old Blue) enjoyed the run down the freeway in beautiful sunshine and we were pulling into Sally’s Corner for
an unhealthy McDonalds in no time at all. Refreshed, we pressed on to Goulburn arriving at the Mercure Motel by mid
afternoon. The original plan had been to visit the cathedrals but having spent time at the Big Merino buying a teddy bear
for the collection suddenly there was a major change in the weather. The temperature dropped by 15 degrees with howling wind and rain. Hope it is not going to last all weekend! I was joined in the motel by Ian and Thea Shearman and we
enjoyed each others company over dinner.
Saturday; bright sunshine but very cold due to the freezing wind and it stayed that way for the rest of the weekend. But
you can’t control the weather! Old Blue did not like the cold and decided it did not have enough power in the battery to
start the engine, however, Douglas Shearman arrived from Canberra and just happened to have a set of jump leads. So
the day was saved. More on this later.
So off to the Goulburn Rail Heritage Centre for our conducted tour.
The railway came to Goulburn in 1869. Work started on The Roundhouse on its current site in 1914 but war delayed the completion until
1918. In 1920 the facility was expanded when the Wellington Depot was
transferred to Goulburn.
The group spent an interesting couple of hours watching steam locomotives on the turntable and wandering through what was saved from demolition of the original 42 unit Roundhouse. We inspected engines, mail
vans, prison vans, passenger carriages and brake vans. Some of the units are privately owned and in various stages of
renovation, somewhat like the old Rover vehicle with which I am familiar.
We all headed into town to the Greengrocer on Clifford
Café where everyone (about 14) enjoyed being out of the
wind and tucked into an enjoyable lunch with great service
from the cafe team.

Our first visit in the afternoon was to Garroorgang Historical Home. This is a private home and therefore no
photography was allowed. The property built in 1847
started as an inn which on occasions was visited by
Ben Hall the bushranger and his gang. In 1868 it became the home of the Belcher family who turned the
stables into a private school for “the sons of gentlemen”. It had a number of famous people attend including the painter John Peter Russell and General Sir Harry Chandler to name only two. Today the property belongs to the Hume family who have connections to the
explorer Hamilton Hume.
We were guided through the home by a family member and what a home it is. Every room had furniture and
fittings to make the eyes water. I have not seen a collection of this quality and quantity except in some of the
major historical homes in Britain. The family run a Bed and Breakfast service and it is certainly worth a visit.
To say it was overwhelming is an understatement. I could have spent the whole day in the place!
However it was time to move on to Ian Stevenson’s place in town for an inspection of the new abode and garage system. He has been a busy lad and the property is showing his efforts. We inspected his workshop spaces
and cars and enjoyed a relaxing few hours over afternoon tea. (Who mentioned diets?)
Having got Old Blue to Ian’s place without incident it was decided to put him on the battery charger and after
an hour all was OK and volt meter readings were satisfactory. Glad to say there have been no further problems since – thanks Ian.
4

Continued next page

Saturday evening the group assembled at the Goulburn Soldiers
Club for much congenial conversation and a fine meal. An item
of much interest was that beers
were served in glasses through a
valve in the base which led to
much scientific analysis of how
the system worked. Nothing is
simple and straight forward anymore!
Sunday dawned with bright sunshine, freezing temperatures and
gale force winds. ( Why does
this have to be!).
Anyway off to visit the Goulburn
Historic Waterworks to view the
steam pump in action.
We had now been joined by
Rover Club members from Canberra and our numbers were towards the
twenty mark. Andrew Clearwater brought his $20 Rover P5B from the Flynn
auction looking excellent after many multiples of $20 were expended on it. He
was presented with his shield for all his hard effort.

In the meantime the boilers had been fired up and the pumps were working .
“The Goulburn Historic Waterworks is the only complete operational steam
powered municipal water supply in the Southern Hemisphere” so the brochure
tells us and is National Trust registered. We spent an interesting couple of
hours on a guided tour of the facility.
The pumphouse designed by the Colonial Architects Office, is built in the Victorian Georgian style and was constructed between 1883 – 1896.
Water was pumped from the Wollondilly River through a filtration plant and
reservoir to individual homes. The pump provided water up to 1977. It is the
only Appleby Steam Engine left in the world and was mothballed in 1981 after
32 years of service.
The horizontal engine was brought to Australia in 1867
for Bells Creek Gold Mine and then to a tannery in Botany where it worked till 1961. So lots of industrial history
to delve into and soak up.
The group then headed back to Greengrocers for a relaxing lunch before dispersing.
Richard Dalziel had travelled down with Andrew Holland and I enjoyed his company on the return journey to
Sydney and Old Blue covered the kilometres up the
highway without incident.
This was a great weekend organised by Andrew and Ian
with input by Chris Forsey from Canberra. Congratulations. If you did not attend ; then the next big weekend
we organise join in and enjoy driving your cars and sharing the company of like minded Rover enthusiasts
whilst being educated and entertained and well fed. What is there not to like?
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Angus Sanderson
The Angus-Sanderson was an English automobile manufactured from 1919
to 1927 by Sir William Angus, Sanderson & Company Ltd. In concept it was something like the Bean and Cubitt; the idea was that one model would be mass-produced, as Ford
had done so successfully. The 14 hp (10 kW) car was an assembly of proprietary parts, containing as
it had a 2.3-litre side-valve engine from Tylor a 3 speed gearbox and rear axle by Wrigley, Woodhead
springs, and Goodyear wheels. One distinctive feature were disc wheels with a wavy pattern. Indeed, the company
made fewer of its own parts than any other British car company at the time. Approximately 3000 cars were produced but
the car was expensive at £575.
It came on the market in 1919 and by 1921 the impact of the Morris at
undercut prices killed it off, although not before cars had been supplied
to the Princess Royal and to S.F. Edge."
The company was refinanced as Angus Sanderson (1921) Ltd and
moved production from Birtley, County Durham to the Grahame-White
aircraft factory in Hendon, Middlesex in 1921 and toyed with the idea
of building a smaller 8 hp car in 1925 but few, if any were built. Neither
of these actions nor a price reduction to £365 staved off the inevitable,
and the company folded for good in 1927.
Source of the above including photograph is the internet

Appleby Beam Engine
The original 1883 Appleby Bros. steam engine situated inside the pumphouse was one of four installed in Pumphouses
around NSW. The others were at Wagga Wagga, Albury (both scrapped in 1936) and Bathurst . The steam engine is
known as a beam engine because of the large overhead rocking beam that transmits motion from the pistons to the
cranks.
This great beam engine, of the type first invented by Thomas Newcomen in 1712, is an example of the powerhouse that
drove the Industrial Revolution. Originally designed for pumping water out of mines in the UK it was improved by
Watt, Smeaton, Maudsley and other engineers of the steam age until it became a very efficient and reliable engine.
Apart from mines and water supplies, many thousands were used to drive factory machinery in the 18th and 19th centuries - some four operated in factories in Goulburn - until they were superseded by electric motors in the early 20th century.
Goulburn's Beam Engine 1883
The Goulburn Waterworks engine is of medium size and produces 120 horse power. It has compound cylinders and a jet
condenser. The fly wheel is 5 metres in diameter and at 18 r.p.m. the pumps delivered 660,000 litres of water per hour.
The two boilers that produce the steam that powers the engine, are located in the western wing of the building.
Fired by wood or coal, they produce high temperature steam that is piped through to the beam engine in the central part
of the building. Only one boiler would have been operational at any one time. The other being shut down for regular
cleaning and maintenance.
Steam from the boilers enters the valve chest on the cylinders from where it is transmitted to the cylinders by means of a
valve mechanism. The action of the steam on the pistons causes them to reciprocate. Rods connect the pistons to the
beam at one end, and to the crank at the other. This converts the 'rocking' motion to rotary motion which makes the flywheel turn, giving a smooth and continuous action
By 1918 the beam engine had became obsolete when electric motors were installed.
Idle for many years, Goulburn's Beam Engine was restored in 1958.
The Pumphouse
The east wing of the building houses a horizontal steam engine, the Hick Hargreave and the early dynamo room with its
electric pump.
The Waterworks is notable not just for its historic steam engine, but for the elegant Victorian building that houses the
beam engine and boilers. Only metres away further up the hill stands the original fireman's cottage, also of Victorian
design.
Source of the above is the internet
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Why am I sitting here at home, typing
my Jottings, when I could be at the All
British Day?
The answer is a cautionary tale.
(The photo was taken at the first ROC
event that I attended, Leppington 1972.)

My Jottings in January dealt with ignition parts becoming more difficult to find. Back then, all seemed to have been
fixed with new plugs, points and condenser. I was still fiddling a bit with ignition timing, not quite satisfied that The
Cyclops was as powerful as it had been.
The car had not had much use over the past few months, due to other priorities. I try to use it for longer runs so that the
battery gets a charge and the engine reaches operating temperature for about half an hour to dry out the exhaust system
and generally get the car exercised. One such opportunity arose on 5th September when I had to attend a meeting in
Birrong, a good hour's drive from home, involving a minimum of stops. I set off after lunch with the car running well.
On reaching Sutherland, I noticed some momentary hesitation as the car climbed a slight incline. At that point, I should
have headed for home and taken the Camry but hindsight is a wonderful thing. The car recovered immediately and I
continued across the Woronora River towards Menai.
It was as I approached Padstow that the problem appeared again. This time, the car stalled and would not restart. I allowed the car to roll back onto the footpath so that I could investigate. There seemed to be nothing amiss under the bonnet. After a minute's rest, the car restarted and I continued on the journey.
Having cleared the next hill, the car stalled again. It was as though the car was out of petrol. I rolled around the next
corner and had enough momentum to get the car half onto the footpath. I suspected that the fault was in the petrol
pump. I disconnect the fuel line at the carburettor, turned the ignition key and watched fuel flow into a bottle, rather
fitfully, I thought.
I had not had the petrol pump off the car for many years. The symptoms were similar to those that I had experienced on
a trip in 1974 with a 1953 Rover '75' that I bought from Don Dickson's wrecking yard for $50 to drive to Alice Springs
and Darwin. I bought petrol at Broken Hill after heavy rain and spent the next day coping with a tank of dirty petrol.
Small amounts of grit under the flapper valves can stop an SU electric pump. Each time the car spluttered to a halt, I
would get out, unload the boot, remove the petrol pump and clean it out. Eventually, the muck cleared and the car was
running well again but, by then, floods had closed the “highway” at Wilpena Pound and we came home via Adelaide
and The Barossa.
The 1953 model has several improvements on The Cyclops, one of which is having the petrol pump in the boot rather
than under the car. Removing the petrol pump on the side of the road is not much fun but it is positively horrible when
you have to crawl under the car in good clothes, having first disconnected the fuel line at the tank to avoid syphoning all
the petrol out of the tank and onto the road.
By this time, I had missed the start of the meeting and my hands were covered in grease. I couldn't get the nut undone to
clean the valve cage. Just at the right time, a gentleman on his daily constitutional asked if he could help. I said that I
needed a vice. He said that he had a 1957 Chevrolet and I was welcome to use his vice. We walked around to his place
and I duly cleaned out the pump. It was about an hour later that I got the pump back on the car and headed for home.
The car was still not running well, stalling then restarting. I concluded that the cause must be a perished diaphragm in
the pump. I didn't have a spare pump with me so I just tried to get as close to home as possible. Unfortunately, the closest I got was Alfords Point Bridge at which point the car would not restart.
I called my daughter to get the number of a tow truck operator. No answer. I rang my friend Esther to get a number but
she could suggest nothing better than joining NRMA.
I have been a member of the NRMA in the past and vowed never to re-join. Esther's research suggested that getting a
tow from them was my best option. I called them and, after half an hour of questioning, I was a member. The tow truck
would be there within the hour. It was then 4pm and I could barely get out of the car because of the traffic flying by.
At 4:30pm, I got a text message to say that the tow truck would be there in 60 minutes. Half an hour later, I got another
text message saying that the tow truck would be there in 65 minutes! “Usual NRMA”, I thought.
Eventually, I got towed home at 6pm and the exercise cost me $329, far more than if I had just hired a tow truck.

Continued next page.
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Jim’s Jottings Continued

Eventually, I got towed home at 6pm and the exercise cost me $329, far more than if I had just hired a tow truck.
A few days later, I had calmed down enough to spend a day sorting out the problem. Of course, as soon as I started the
car, it ran perfectly, then stalled. I disconnected the fuel line at the carburettor: plenty of fuel! I took the HT lead off the
distributor and held it near the engine: NO SPARK! The problem had not been with the fuel system but with ignition.
Distributor points were correctly adjusted so I reasoned that the fault must be in the condenser or the coil. I had been
worried that the new condenser that I bought was not the right one and had gone back to the original LC95. I fitted the
new LC75 again and, hey presto, the car started and ran for some time without any misfiring.
I took the car for a short run through the week and had no problems. This took the little time I had available to prepare
the car for the All British Day, as well as to get the bicycle ready. I hadn't ordered a ticket for fear the car wouldn't be
running.
When there is no spark how can you tell whether the problem is in the coil or condenser? Mr.Google hasn't yielded an
answer to that question. I guess just replace the condenser first because it is cheaper, if you can find one!
Jim Moule (241)
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What I have learnt restoring the P5B, but should have
already known!
Never go to a car auction.
There is no such thing as a cheap runner, even at $20.00.
Just because it runs doesn’t mean that absolutely everything
isn’t worn out.
‘As new’ tires made in 2001 are not much use in 2019.
New exhaust system might look good but running along-side
the outer sill is not the correct route. That is how the return
fuel line on the inside face of the sill gets melted!
Don’t poke the headlining to see how sound it is, it will rip.
As bought from Flynn

Even painting the car yourself still costs a fortune in materials.
Masking tape should not be left on a car for a couple of
months! Sticks like you know what….
Just because the seat covers are good, doesn’t mean the foam
underneath hasn’t disintegrated.

P5B front seats weigh more than any man should try lifting
out of a car
Let the engine re-conditioner assemble the bottom end of the
engine. This way when the crank locks up when torqueing the
‘mains’, you don’t have to detach engine from stand, return to
machine shop etc.
Don’t discover the little bag of bits with the dowels for locating the cylinder heads, after you’ve fitted the heads.
Engine Worn out

Fitting a used water pump just because it’s body is not corroded is not a good idea. Used pumps can drip. Ditto re-cycled
heater taps!
The starter motor that worked before removal, will decide to
fail as soon as it is refitted.
The large starter on the P5B weighs about 11kg and is near on
impossible to remove.
The smaller V8 starter fits easily and is 3 kg lighter!!!
Don’t covet my air-conditioning, the bracket to hold the compressor is an absolute b@*+##d of a thing, always in the way.

Engine re-built.
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When chasing engine vibration, don’t rev the engine with
the torque convertor unbolted from the drive plate. You
CAN weld the spigot bush in the end of the crank to the
spigot on front of the torque converter. Trust me on this
one, I know!
The workshop manual is correct, to remove the transmission with bellhousing you need to remove part of the transmission tunnel inside the car (or remove the engine).
There are more opinions on how to ‘run-in’ a new camshaft
and followers than stars in our galaxy.

Exterior painting

The only hoses in the transmission cooler line will split as
you back down the drive.
You will only know there is a leak after having dribbled
trans fluid for 20m along the drive.
Power steering pressure hose should not contact the underside (or any part) of the exhaust manifold. Our calling card
in Cooma will be visible at least until the end of this
drought.
When dismantling front suspension, APPLY the HAND
BRAKE and follow the Workshop Manual. Use the floor
jack with a chain around the jack and subframe, position
the jack as indicated in manual, ie in line with the centre
line of the car. If you place jack at right angle to car and
don’t have the rear wheels locked, the whole car can/did
roll forward off the axle stands.

Interior as bought

Axle stands can punch holes through the floor of the car.
Unfortunately, they are not neat holes.
After fitting new rubbers, always FULLY close the boot
and doors, as the rubbers lose their memory very quickly.
Doors then don’t fully close without further adjustment.
When costing your restoration, multiply your estimated
cost by 5, this will be much closer to the final cost.

Like wise with time taken to complete the project. Estimate
of 6 months, x 5 = 30 months, close on 3 years, yep, that’s
pretty close!
JR Wadhams and Scotts Old Auto Rubber are your new
‘besties’, not so your bank balance.
Don’t even think about the amount of money you have
spent. If you do, console yourself that it is less than a years
depreciation on a new small ‘executive’ car from Germany.
The Rover Club is full of nice people.

REMEMBER - Keep away from car auctions.
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Interior finished.
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The finished P5B . What a beauty!

The 2019 All British Day

Text by Ken Dunkley.. Photos by Ken Dunkley and Igor Spagic

Strange creatures; aren’t we. We all want everything to suit us . So while large parts of the country are on fire and the
whole country desperately needs a good dose of rain; we want a fine day for our All British Day.
We just turn up and expect everything to be sweet and rosy. Marshalls in place., the grounds all marked out and everything just perfect for US. If you have ever tried to organise something you will know just how frustrating it all can be.
Even getting people to reply that they have done something or got it all under control can test the patience of a saint.
But once again the organisers of the 2019 All British Day in the grounds of Kings School in Parramatta had it all
worked out and the day was perfect. If there is anyone who deserves a big pat on the back and a resounding shout of
“WELL DONE” it is the ABD organising committee and their workers.
We had planned to go in the 1936 14 HP sedan (if it was not raining) and it was with some trepidation that we got out
of bed and found a perfect spring day. Our very old Rover started instantaneously, the traffic was tolerable even
through Bankstown and Auburn and there was no hold up in Mason’s Drive. I must confess we were a little later this
year but when we got there we were expertly guided to the correct area. Clearly the volunteers were well briefed and
right on the ball.
The layout was a little different this year with the “top field” given over to outdoor eating areas and some food stalls.
This concentrated the car display into the lower two field but there was still plenty of room for the hundreds (if not thousands) of cars that were there. Still plenty of room for everyone. As in past years there were many, many very desirable
vehicles there. One must wonder at the total value of it all. Perhaps it is unwise to speculate but let’s assume there were
1500 cars there each valued at an average of $3000 each . Just multiplying that together gives a conservative value of
$ 4,500,000.
In the hall was the painting exhibition. My word some of those paintings are very expensive. Well outside the price
range of myself but one must assume the painter knew what they were doing when they put a price on each one. A vase
of roses was particularly nice but one could buy a lot of roses for the price of the painting and you get the fragrance as
well with real roses.
Lots of food to be had and all very efficiently organised with a minimum of queueing. Another “well done” to all involved.
Back to the car display. There seemed to be more Fire Engines and Buses than last year; or am I imagining it. Think of
any car manufacturer and they were there in pristine condition. Speaking of trade stalls, there was a good range of bits
and accessories on display and for sale too.
Whatever your interest, it is a good day out. If your interest lays in paintings, food galore, or just a good day out, you
cannot go wrong at the All British Day and Spring Fair at Kings School Parramatta. Make a note now to go next year
and just enjoy yourself.

Aston Martins and Morris Minors. With London bases in the distance.
Must be the 2019 All British Day.
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Rovers all over the place.

Why does this car look like it is doing 200 KPH
when it is standing still?
A nice Sunbeam

Buses and fire engines galore.

Motor bikes being loaded onto a special
trailer.
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Above left. Just love that umbrella holder on the running
board.
Above right
Old Daimler . What a head turner this would be down the
local shops

Left. Food stalls in abundance.
Above. A couple of “characters” wandering around.
Below. Nice Morris Major and Morris 6 in the Morris area.
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Above. Jaguar Mk 7 and Jaguar Mk 8
Left. Look at that shine on a Riley
Below. I need one of these to drive around the local streets
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Attendees at the 2109 All British Day were
Car #

Name

Model

Cars

People

1

Robert Walker

P6B

1

1

2

Andrew Holland

825

1

1

3

Dudley Bennett

R40 75

1

1

4

Richard Dalziel

P6B

1

1

5

John Clarke

P4 90

1

1

6

Max & Carol Pegler

P3 75

1

2

7

George Berger

P6B

1

1

8

Theo Lyras

Modern

9

Jack Loobeek

P6B

1

1

Ian Stevenson

SD1

1

1

13

Warwick Ravell

P5BC

1

1

14

Graham & Anita Nicholas

P5B

1

2

15

Barry Murdoch & friend

P6B

1

2

16

Peter & Gail Scott

P6B

1

2

17

Ray & Dorothy Garrett

P6BS

1

2

19

Ashley Lynn

R40 75

1

1

20

1936 14 HP

1

2

P5

1

3

22

Ken & Gwen Dunkley
Steven, Karina & Nathan Williams
Igor & Emelle Spajic

SD1

1

2

23

Mark Cairney & friends / drivers P5BC

1

1

24

Tony Fagan

P6B

1

1

25

Mark Cairney

P6 SC

1

1

26

Mark Cairney

P6 TC

1

2

27

Mark Cairney

P6 TC

1

1

28

Mark Cairney

P6 Rally

1

1

29

Jonathan Armstrong (ex-member) P6B

1

1

31

Stuart Rigby

R40 75

1

1

33

Paul Anley

LR FE

1

1

34

Augusta Monro

R40 75T

1

1

1

10
11
12

18

21

32

35
36

Tony & Pru McTaggart & family 1934

1

4

37

Robert Belbin

P4 95

1

1

38
39
40

Mark Nelson

P6BS

1

1

31
Displayed

45
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What Is Wrong With These R40-75 Doors Anyway?
By Eric Davison

I haven’t heard of others having problems so I will just recount mine.
A few years ago I bought a 75 Club Tourer from Brisbane. It went well and felt good and I drove it home. I had noticed
that the back seat was lying down but on asking why, I did not get an explicit answer, just a general reassurance that it
Ericsomething
Davison simple. Over the next few months I struggled to fix it without success. Finally I sought help from the
was
seat belt specialist who confirmed that it was the seatbelt tensioner which was tightened up so that it was locked. He
I haven’ttoheard
of aothers
having
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so I will
recount
mine.
managed
squeeze
spanner
between
the cushions
andjust
release
the bolt.
He put a new “button” in position so it would
not happen again. This is, apparently, not a rare occurrence.
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ratchet. I managed to obtain a replacement handbrake! However a new window regulator (complete) was around $200.
(ouch).
heard that Iwas
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part forand
around
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.
safety issue, the right rear window stopped working and the handbrake stopped holding on its ratchet. I managed to obtain a replacemen

brake! However a new window regulator (complete) was around $200. (ouch). I heard that I could buy the broken plastic part for around $

Next issue was more serious. A friend who was down-on-his-luck found he could not register his car because the gas
postage from Turkey. It arrived safely and quickly. A satisfactory result all round except there were no instruction and the job was fiddly.
cylinder was well overdue and he could not afford a new one. He could not drive a manual car! Soooooo after some
anguish I lent him the Rover. I thought it was temporary but about twelve months later, after flattening the battery
twice, he phoned (Christmas week) to say he had had an accident. He had run over the median strip and into the
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found
he couldlimit
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car because
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LEFT”
sign and
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enough
damage
to exceed the
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and be his
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and he could not afford a new one. He could not drive a manual car! Soooooo after some anguish I lent him the Rover. I thought it was tem
but about twelve months later, after flattening the battery twice, he phoned (Christmas week) to say he had had an accident. He had run o
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again I struggled. The manual describes how to open the door and remove the door card, but no mention of help if the door was closed. A
Finally
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completed
the car
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its second
safety
much more
struggling
I didand
manage
to remove
door card
whilecheck.
still closed and then more struggling to find the release on the door. Fin
was completed and the car passed its second safety check.
BUT WAIT. THERE’S MORE …..
BUT WAIT. THERE’S MORE …..

About three months ago I pressed the button to open the window. You guessed it. The motor whirred but the window remained up. When
home I explored further. The window went down and stayed down. This time I found a repair kit on eBay from Germany. This kit containe
About
months
ago Iseems
pressed
the button
openplus
thethe
window.
You guessed
it. The
whirred
butthe
thecable
window
“weak”three
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part (which
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all the to
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two replacement
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plus motor
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got
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further.
The
window
went
down
and
stayed
down.
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time
I
found
a repair
being clearly labelled, was different from the one that came out, so I put the original one back)

kit on eBay from Germany. This kit contained the “weak” plastic part (which seems to take all the strain) plus the two
replacement cables, plus the wheel to wind the cable on. (This wheel, despite being clearly labelled, was different from
Now if I can find places for all the bits to go back, all will be fine UNTIL !
the one that came out, so I put the original one back)

COMMENT: From my investigations it would seem that the four doors have four different variations to the mechanisms of operation. Why
they not be standardised?

Now if I can find places for all the bits to go back, all will be fine UNTIL !

COMMENT: From my investigations it would seem that the four doors have four different variations to the mechanisms of oper
Why could they not be standardised?

Any one who has experience with the doors or can help Eric in any way is welcome to send items to
Freewheeling for publication.
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Work Around For My 1966 Rover P6

Text and photos by Peter Blackburne

A few weeks back I took my Rover (aka Ronnie the family Arden Green P6 automatic) for a short outing to Dan Murphy’s and the local BP for some fuel. He liked Dan’s but was reluctant to kick over again after a drink at the BP. The
starter would not crank irrespective of where the gear selector was positioned. At least it was quiet at the BP and a
friendly attendant helped me move Ronnie to the side pending the arrival of the NRMA. Everything around the solenoid
looked OK but still no response.
As luck would have it the NRMA man was our (both Ronnie and me) vintage. After a brief chat about unique things
English cars have like positive earth for example he checked out the battery voltage and security of cables. All seemed
good. He then jumped in wiggled the selector “sideways” and Ronnie fired up.
The lateral movement undoubtedly made the difference. The trip back home, 2 km up the road was straight forward. In
fact after Ronnie was parked in his side of the garage I restarted him a couple of times without incident, both in P and N.
So what went wrong and would it happen again?
I came to the conclusion that a sticky inhibitor switch was most likely the culprit. The switch is housed on the side of the
Borg Warner 35 and has a mechanical link to a gear selector shaft of sorts in the transmission. Its terminals control
power to the starter solenoid and reverse lights. A replacement is about $80 but to replace this, part of the exhaust system needs to be removed. And then it needs to be setup and accurately adjusted. All doable but was it needed?
After consultation with my 2 mechanical friends who have many years of experience with “analogue” type cars I came
up with 3 options.
1.
Replace the Inhibitor switch. An onerous task for a one off event. Do I feel lucky and do nothing?
2.
Install a bypass switch for power to the solenoid using a relay to do the hard work. Danger if this is inadvertently
activated even if located under the bonnet.
3.
Make a short jumper lead of suitable gauge wire and alligator clips to temporarily bridge the two terminals of the
solenoid. The starter solenoid (red spade) to battery side cable (blue spade) as you will see from my photos. (See below
and next page). As this will crank the engine make sure the ignition is on and the selector is in P or N. Reminds me of
hand starting an aeroplane with the propeller but less likely to cause serious injury if it goes wrong.
Apart from my mechanic I am the only driver of Ronnie, so option 3 is what I have done. The cable is carried in the boot
and can be easily put into service. Let’s hope it’s not a wet day.
My pictures give a better understanding of Ronnie’s inner workings in this regard.
1.
Solenoid Diagram
2.
Wiring diagram showing Starter solenoid #21 and Switch, ignition and starter #24
3.
Inhibitor Switch with job description
4.
Solenoid in situ where the red spade is the starter terminal
Not sure how many members may have experienced this situation, but it seemed reasonable to share how I will now deal
with such an issue if it decides to return.
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Rover Owners’ Club General Meeting .
( General Meeting .25 September 2019 )

Meeting opened at 8:00 pm with 19 members and guests attending.
President’s welcome:
The President, Robert Walker, welcomed members and noted the success of the recent weekend away in
Goulburn (22 attendees) and thanked Ian Stevenson and Andrew Holland for their organisation. Also encouraging were the 33 Club
vehicles on display at last weekend's All British Day. Thanks to all who assisted in setting up.
Apologies: Ian, Thea and Doug Shearman, Richard Dalziel, Robert Turner, Chris Forsey, Nigel Rock, Tony Cope, Bruce Duncan
and Barry Moray.
Previous minutes. Moved. Paul Anley 2nd Mark Nelson Carried.
Committee reports
Vice President /Treasurer/Public Officer:
Richard Dalziel reported by email
ANZ TD #1 $14,000.00
NZ TD #2 $10,000.00
Bendigo Sav $ 12,020.58
Bendigo Chq $ 2,246.93
Westpac Chq $ 1,096.91
Consolidated $39,364.42
The next batch of new member name badges, plus a keepsake plaque for Adrian Caddy have been ordered.
Secretary: Dudley Bennett informed members that the PO box had been cleared and all mail distributed to the relevant club officer
including a New Member application form from John McDonough of Tea Gardens. Reciprocal magazines were on display.
Editor: Ken Dunkley reported that the Sept. Freewheeling had gone out on time and the October edition would include an
interesting article on R40 75 door problems by Eric Davison.
Web Master / RoverNET: Rob Turner reported by email
ROC Website: working well, no problems.
ROC Club Calendar: I have started building the Calendar / Events Web Page for 2020, through to
June 2020. I have not included the Australia Day 2020 (Parramatta) event as there is no information
currently available via online search.
Registrar:
Rob Turner reported membership numbers.
Current Membership:
187 Primary Members
26 Family Members
6 Life Members
1 Honorary Member
Total Membership: 221
Total Vehicles on Register: 358
Welcome to new member John McDonough, 1972 Rover 3500S (ex-Brett Williams)
Club Captain: Andrew Holland reported next event is our R40 75 20th Anniversary luncheon at 12 noon on 13/10 at Canada Bay
Club. Attendance is compulsory for all New 75 owners, others very welcome!! (Bit of editorial licence there!)
10/11 is the Display Day at Linnwood House.
30/11 – 1/12 ACT Branch Xmas Dinner / Terribly British Day.
26/1/20 Australia Day Parramatta Park, details tba.
ROC Shop: Peter Scott informed members that shop merchandise was displayed and new regalia was in the pipeline.
Spare Parts: Paul Anley reported plenty of the late Derek Scott's parts still available at Paul's home including 90 hub-caps! Regular
UK supplier has been very difficult to deal with of late with up to a two and a half month delay on orders. Wins International and
Rimmers both received recommendations.
CMC. Robert Belbin reported their Sydney Classic was regarded a major success. $70k raised for Prostate Cancer research. Log
book scheme update expected. Carnivale update to follow. NRMA reported to be considering 25% discount for 2nd vehicle. Website has been refreshed.
Club Plates: Richard dalziel reported by email:
The CVS page has been updated with Rob Turner to include a new email address for the ACMC, and a new processing fee, now
$30 to cover express post return of stamped documents for modified vehicles. Currently we don't have any vehicles using the CVS,
all our cars are on HVS.
General business:
Robert Walker reported he and Augusta have purchased an R40 75 Tourer from Warren McEwen, reports on fixing niggles to follow. All Sub-Committee members are confirmed for 2020 with the exception of the Land Rover Co-ordinator, A Volunteer is
sought, please.
New Librarian, Jack Loobeek, reported Ian Shearman has donated a large quantity of “Freewheeling” magazines which are now
available for loan.
Rex Mickan reported on the launch of the new L/R Defender at the Frankfurt Motor Show. To be manufactured in Slovakia and
expected to be launched in Aus. in 2020.
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Continued next page

Rover reparations:
Robert Belbin seeking reputable Auto Electrician in the Eastern Suburbs.
Warren McEwen confirmed lack of value from local R40 75 parts suppliers and recommends Discount MG/Rover Spares in the
UK.
Evening activities:
Paul Anley then regaled us with memories and anecdotes from his time with the Port Authority in Sydney to tumultuous acclaim!
The raffle was then drawn and the meeting closed at 10 pm.
The members then adjourned for refreshments.
The next Meeting to be held on Wednesday the 23rd of October 2019

Top Photo.
Ricard Dalziel and
Ian Shearman contemplate restoring a
steam engine as their
next project

Lower photo.
Very nice SD1 seen
at the Goulburn away
weekend.
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Club Calendar.
Club events.

Please remember it is necessary to reserve your place on any event, except Club meetings, by telephoning the person organising the event. If you decide later not to attend something for which you have booked, please let the person
organising the event know so others will not be inconvenienced by waiting for you unnecessarily. If you can’t get to the
event – get to a phone!
It should be recognised that whilst the Rover Owners’ Club takes every care and precaution, members and their guests participate in all activities by their own choice, and act on their own behalf, thus at their own risk.
The following are CLUB EVENTS. For these events you do not have to record the usage of your car in the log book which
you should be carrying in the car. You must however, carry this page from Freewheeling, or the equivalent page from Rover
net which proves you are travelling on a club event.

October

Saturday 12 October 2019 | Canberra Cafe Conversation (CCC)
Great coffee and a chat with local Rover owners.
• Time | from 10am (until about 11.30am).
• Where: Plumb on Tennant cafe, Unit 1/5 Tennant Street, Fyshwick ACT (near Bunnings)
• Contact: Chris Forsey | mobile | 0413 996 481 email | act@roverownersclub.com.au or just turn up!
Sunday 13 October 2019 | Rover R40 75 20th Anniversary Lunch
• Venue | Canada Bay Club, 4 William St, Five Dock
• Meet at 12 Midday for 12.30 pm Lunch
• RSVP Contact | Andrew Holland | Mobile | 0414 625 236 email | clubcaptain@roverownersclub.com.au
• Download information flyer | ROC R40 Anniversary PDF
Wednesday 23 October 2019 | General Meeting
• Venue | Veteran Car Club Hall, 134 Queens Road, Five Dock, 8:00 pm
• After Meeting Presentation: Robert Merrick – Model Railway Engineering

November

Sunday 27 October 2019 | Canberra Region | Googong garage inspection and garden tour
• Where: Fernleigh Park Estate, Googong
• Time: 2.00 to 4.00pm
For this activity, the bi-monthly ACT French Car Drives will combine with the Rover Owners Club (ACT region) for a rural
adventure!
A shed tour will be followed by afternoon tea (around 3pm). Folk are invited to bring some nibbles (sweet or savory) to
share. Tea and coffee provided.
Hopefully the garden will be in flower (despite the drought!).
• RSVP: (for venue details) Chris Forsey | mobile | 0413 996 481 email | act@roverownersclub.com.au
Sunday 10 November 2019 | Rover Owners Club Annual Display Day
• This is the Rover Owners Club premier event, with display and judging of members’ cars for Pride of Ownership, and
Championship of Championship. So polish up your Rovers, Land Rovers & Range Rovers, come along and enjoy a magnificent display of our Club’s finest vehicles.
• Venue | Linnwood House, 25 Byron Rd, Guildford
• Time | From 10 am to 4 pm
• Contact | Andrew Holland | Mobile | 0414 625 236
email | clubcaptain@roverownersclub.com.au
• The duration of this event for HVS purposes is Saturday 9 November to Monday 11 November 2019, to include necessary
travel days.
Tuesday 12 November 2019 | Invitation Event | Oasis Remembrance Day Run
• Bookings have closed.
• Download full details | Oasis Runs 2019 V3

December

Wednesday 27 November 2019 | General Meeting
• Venue | Veteran Car Club Hall, 134 Queens Road, Five Dock, 8:00 pm
• After Meeting Presentation: Lawrie Moules – Shay Locomotives
Sunday 1 December 2019 | ACT Region | Terribly British Day
• Venue | Queanbeyan Park, Cnr. Lowe & Campbell Streets, Queanbeyan.
• Download information flyer | Terribly British Day 2019 PDF
• Contact | Chris Forsey | mobile | 0413 996 481 or email | act@roverownersclub.com.au
• The duration of this event for HVS purposes is Saturday 30 November to Monday 2 December 2019, to include necessary
travel days.

This page is from the Rover Owners’ Club Inc monthly publication Freewheeling, and shows club events.
more recent additions on the ROC web site.
All PDF
22 files and coloured brochures are available on the club’s web site.

There may be

Club Calendar.
Invited events.

December

November

The following are INVITED EVENTS. That means they have been organised by another club and the Rover Owners’ Club has been invited to
attend. The Rover Owners’ Club will not be attending as a group. You should contact the person indicated, or visit the club web site and obtain
details, followed by making your own arrangements to attend.
Note that there may be additional events on the Council of Motor Clubs web site and these are also classed as invited events.
You should carry this page ,or the equivalent page from Rovernet, with you in the car and this may be inspected, if required, by somebody with the
authority to do so.

Tuesday 12 November 2019 | Invitation Event | Oasis Remembrance Day Run
• Bookings have closed.
• Download full details | Oasis Runs 2019 V3
Tuesday 12 November 2019 | Invitation Event | Oasis Remembrance Day Run
• Bookings have closed.
• Download full details | Oasis Runs 2019 V3

Tuesday 3 December 2019 | Invitation Event | Oasis Christmas Run to Nepean Rowing Club
• Download full details | Oasis Runs 2019 V3

This page is from the Rover Owners’ Club Inc monthly publication Freewheeling, and shows invited events.
recent additions on the ROC web site.

There may be more

All PDF files and coloured brochures are available on the club’s web site.

How’s this for a shiny engine?
Part of the steam engine at the Goulburn Away weekend
Photo by Robert Walker.
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The ROC Club Shop
THE ROVER OWNERS’ CLUB REGALIA.
The ROC collection includes both ROC clothing and vehicle regalia. All ROC regalia can be used at club events, invited events and ROC meetings,. You can order the ROC car collection or the ROC Clothing Collection by completing the
form below and emailing to
Gail and Peter Scott at
club shop@roverownersclub.com.au.
THE CAR COLLECTION.

Item

Name

Price

EXTERIOR WINDOW DECAL
ROC

$ 5.00

WINDSCREEN SASH

$ 10.00

ROVER WHEEL STICKERS
(SET OF SIX)

$10.00

Quantity

Sub Total

$55.00
REPLICA ROVER P6 TOOL ROLL

.
GRILL BADGE

$35.00

THE CLOTHING COLLECTION.

Item

Name

Price

Quantity

Sub Total

CLOTH BADGE
(NIL STOCK)

R.O.C. POLO SHIRTS
(LIMITED SIZES REMAIN)

$35.00

R.O. C. SPRAY JACKETS
(NIL STOCK)

R.O.C. CAPS
COME)

(STOCK STILL TO

Price to be advised

Funds can be EFT to the Rover Owners Club account prior to pick up.
Electronic funds transfer can be made to the Bendigo Bank BSB 633 000, Account 126 077 999
Please use “your surname”
24“Payment Reason” Club shop/merchandise purchase; so that payment can be correctly
allocated and receipted.

Rover Owners’ Club Inc.
Presidents
1965 –1968
1969-July 1970
July 1970—1972
1973—1976
1977—1980
1981—1984
1985—May 1987
May 1987—1991
1991—1994
1994—1998
1998—2003
2003—2005
2005—2009
2009—2010
2010—2016
2016—2017
May 2017
2017—2018
2018—present

Keith Beale
John Allcock
Neville Lowe
James Moule
David Arnold
Robert Merrick
Ray Quigley
Tony Cope
Theo Lyras
Michael Douglas
Bruce Duncan
Derek Scott
Richard Dalziel
Jim Nicholson
Janet Legge
Warwick Ravell
Nicholas Munting.
Ian Shearman.
Robert Walker

Honour Roll.
Founding and
Life members
Keith Beale
Grahame Jones

Life members
Anne Lloyd-Owen
Bill Campton
Bob Campbell
Tim Crick

Honorary Members
James Taylor

The Rover Owners Club meets on the fourth Wednesday of each month (except December when it meets on the second Thursday of the month) at
the Veteran Car Club of Australia, 134 Queens Road, Five Dock. Meetings commence at 8pm sharp and usually consist of a general business meeting followed by a guest speaker or other appropriate entertainment. A light supper is usually served after each meeting.
People with an interest in the marque, owners or principal drivers OF ANY ROVER vehicle (including 4wd) are welcome to join. Currently the
joining fee is A$25.00 plus annual subscription A$35.00 including GST. Membership includes a year’s subscription of “Freewheeling”, the Club’s
magazine. A members partner or relative can apply to be an Additional Family Member if they wish to participate on committee or vote at club
elections, but "Freewheeling" is not included. There is an annual fee of $10 per additional family member wishing to take up this option.
Electronic Banking details are:- Account Name. Rover Owners Club Inc. Bank . Bendigo
Club postal address is: -

Rover Owners’ Club, PO Box 503, Pennant Hills. 1715

The Club e-mail address is: -

president@roverownersclub.com.au

The club website is: -

www.roverownersclub.com.au

BSB 633 000

Account number 126 077 999

Overseas subscriptions are warmly welcomed. Visitors are welcome at any time. The Club conducts a number of events during the year usually
incorporating a drive to a particular venue. There are also social events that members may participate in, such as the Mother’s Day breakfast, annual dinner, picnics and the Club’s Annual Display Day.
An elected Management Committee supported by a number of appointed sub-committee roles manages the Rover Owners Club. The Management
Committee meets monthly on the second Wednesday night. The President usually chairs this meeting and minutes are kept.
Contributions to “Freewheeling” close on the first day of the month of publication. If you want to publish an article, news about an event it needs
to be with the Editor by the first of the month.
Preference is to receive articles by email, but typed or even hand written will be acceptable, as long your writing is legible. Make certain your
name is on the article and your phone number in case we need to contact you. Do make certain we do not infringe copyright. If the article has come
from another publication please let us know and also let us know if you already hold permission to reproduce the material.
Don’t try to set out the article, we will do that to fit the space we have available. Photographs can be e mailed or need to be clear positives. Please
write on the back (carefully) what the event is, who is in the photo and who owns it. That way we can have accurate descriptions and you have a
good chance we will return your photograph.

‘Freewheeling’ is the official journal of the Rover Owners Club Inc. (under the NSW Associations Incorporations Act 1984) registered number
Y2302602. On 23 September 1964 it was recognized as the first in the world by the Rover Company Ltd. The opinions expressed in Freewheeling are not necessarily those of the Rover Owners Club, its officers or members. Whilst all care is taken, this Club and its officers do not accept
responsibility for opinions expressed or the availability or quality or fitness for use of any services, goods or vehicles notified for sale or hire or
the genuineness of any advertiser or author. Other clubs may reproduce articles originating from members with acknowledgement to this publication.
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MANAGEMENT
COMMITTEE.
OFFICE BEARERS
AREA
CONVENORS
MODEL TECHNICAL
CO-ORDINATORS

President

Robert Walker

president@roverownersclub.com.au

Vice President

Richard Dalziel

vicepresident@roverownersclub.com.au

Club Captain

Andrew Holland

clubcaptain@roverownersclub.com.au

Secretary

Dudley Bennett

secretary@roverownersclub.com.au

9997 3493

0499 842 454

Treasurer & Public Officer

Richard Dalziel

treasurer@roverownersclub.com.au

9489 3553

0412 709 228

Registrar

Rob Turner

registrar@roverownersclub.com.au

ACT Representative

Chris Forsey

act@roverownersclub.com.au

All British Rep

Andrew Holland

abr@roverownersclub.com.au

0414 625 236

Archivist

Rob Turner

vehicles@roverownersclub.com.au

0404 463 489

Club Parts Manuals

Paul Anley

clubspares@roverownersclub.com.au

9684 1795

Club Plates ACT

Hugh Boulter

clubplatesact@roverownersclub.com.au

6258 8221

Club Plates NSW

Steven Williams

clubplatesnsw@roverownersclub.com.au

9896 5650

Club Shop

Gail & Peter Scott

clubshop@roverownersclub.com.au

Club Spares

Paul Anley

clubspares@roverownersclub.com.au

CMC rep

Robert Belbin

cmc@roverownersclub.com.au

Council of ACT Motor Clubs

Chris Forsey

act@roverownersclub.com.au

6297 1080

Editor

Ken Dunkley

editor@roverownersclub.com.au

9533 3326

Face Book Administrator

Hugh Bolter

rocfbadmin@roverownersclub.com.au

0407 215 008

Librarian

Jack Loobeek

library@roverownersclub.com.au

0418 972 041

Postage

Warwick Moriarty

postage@roverownersclub.com.au

Rover NET Editor

Rob Turner

rovernet@roverownersclub.com.au

Technical Coordinator

Warren McEwen

technical@roverownersclub.com.au

Web master

Rob Turner

webmaster@roverownersclub.com.au

0404 463 489

Workshop Manuals

Andrew Holland

manuals@roverownersclub.com.au

0414 625 236

Hunter

Barry Murdoch

hunter@roverownersclub.com.au

0412 998 192

Illawarra

Stuart Rigby

illawarra@roverownersclub.com.au

4232 3148

North

Eric Davison

north@roverownersclub.com.au

6624 4537

Western

Peter Colwell

western@roverownersclub.com.au

6888 5310

Southern Highlands

Rob Turner

highlands@roverownersclub.com.au

Southern NSW/ACT

Chris Forsey

act@roverownersclub.com.au

6297 1080

0413 996 481

Pre-War

James Moule

roverprewar@roverownersclub.com.au

9542 1967

0490 388 470

P2/P3

Greg Alexander

roverp2p3@ roverownersclub.com.au

9569 5159

P4

Nicholas Cope

roverp4@roverownersclub.com.au

P5/P5B

Warwick Ravell

roverp5@roverownersclub.com.au

P6/P6B

Andrew Holland

roverp6@roverownersclub.com.au

SD1

Adrian Rowland

roversd1@roverownersclub.com.au

Rover 400/800 series

Rex Mickan

rover800 series@roverownersclub.com.au

Land Rover

vacant

landrover@roverownesclub.com.au

R.Rover/Discovery

Jim Nicholson

rangerover@roverownersclub.com.au

9624 2247

Dudley Bennett

rover75@roverownersclub.com.au

9997 3493

R40 . 75
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0419 220 357
9489 3553

0412 709 228
0414 625 236

0404 463 489

6297 1080

0413 996 481

0407 215 008

9684 1795
0414 263 333

9773 4734

0400 463 322

0411 739 132
0404 463 489

9980 2653

0418 695 503

0431 473 825

0409 927 185
0404 463 489

0487 474 695
9872 7860
0414 625 236
4787 8591
0409 787 541

27

