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Cover Photos 
Front Cover: 
Arthur Garthon enjoys a drive in 
his 1906 Rover driven by his son. 

Back Cover. 
Off into the distance. Arthur and 
his son chug off into the distance in 
the 1906 Rover  

President’s  Comments 

The Rover  Owners’ Club welcomes new 
member:- 

Glenn Amer. 
      Glen has purchased Graham Larmour’s P6B 

Welcome to the  
  MAY 2019 Rover Ramblings. 

At our last meeting we had 24 members and guests 
which is maintaining our numbers but I would en-
courage a larger participation from our 200 plus 
members.  

Dudley Bennett gave an excellent presentation on 
the Napier New Zealand Art Deco Festival with 
many fine photographs of cars of that era. During 
the coffee break a slide show of the Rove 2018 was 
presented.  

The next few months have many visits to which 
you are invited to bring your pride and joy. In fact 
the calendar is very full so check the details in 
Rovernet and Freewheeling, and join us.  

The Rover Club still does not have a representative 
on the Council Of Motor Clubs. Please can some-
one volunteer for this task? It only requires attend-
ing a bi-monthly meeting for a couple of hours.  

On a more positive note we had a well attended 
visit to the Small Arms Museum at Lithgow. I had 
not realised just how many models of hand guns 
from so many countries had been manufactured  
over the years. Our visit was followed by an enjoy-
able lunch and chat at the local workers club.   

Till next month happy 
      and  

 safe Rovering. 

    Robert Walker 

  President 
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New Zealand – Northern Explorer Rally 2019 

Text and photos by:  Ray Garrett 

It all began last May (2018) when a number of Rover owners joined a post Shepparton Rove tour of Tasmania. Dorothy 
and I together with several of our NSW members and some Victorian, Queensland and New Zealanders went on a 5 day 
tour of the east coast, Hobart and Launceston. During this tour we became more closely acquainted with a NZ couple 
Robert and Lorraine Gibbins from Auckland who told us of the forthcoming NZ activities and in particular a planned 8 
day tour of the Northlands from the 2nd to the 9th March 2019, we were all invited. Our interest was immediately 
aroused and sought more details to be forwarded when available. From the outset the Williamsons from Victoria, the 
McEwen’s, Rita Taylor and Ed McKenna and ourselves from NSW seemed to be almost certain starters, but as often 
happens, circumstances dictated otherwise. There are 8 Rover car clubs in New Zealand, each year they organise a joint 
event under the auspices of the Association of Rover Car Clubs (ARCC of New Zealand). This year it was the role of 
the Auckland club to host the event under the very capable direction of their president, Robert Gibbins. 

By February 2019 the Williamsons, Rita, Ed, Dorothy and I were booked and had been offered a Rover to drive for the 
8 days of the tour. The departure of Dorothy and myself on the 1st March was delayed one day (Oops – passports out of 
date) but nevertheless arrived in time for the start of events on the 2nd. That afternoon Nick Rogers of the Auckland 
Rover Car Club arrived at our Auckland motel with a Rover 75 V8 kindly loaned by Ivan Sisson, one of a fleet of 8 
Rovers many of which had been loaned to participants for the duration of the event, the Rover 75 V8 was to become 
our car for the duration of our stay in NZ. We then proceeded to an MG Rover Avondale workshop and inspected a 
range of cars and Landrovers under repair, modification or restoration and then on to the Rally registration at the Ry-
ders Westwind theatre for dinner. To our surprise, there were to be many other Australians participating including 
Glenys and David Williamson, Peter and Sue Cass, Howard Billing and Jane Petryszyn from Victoria, Ross and Eve 
McCormack from Queensland as well as Rita and Ed and ourselves from NSW.  Ryders is a private collection of motor 
antiquities set in and around several old houses. Situated in the midst was a dining room and open kitchen adjoining a  
theatrette with 35mm film projectors of an earlier period.  We were treated to a baked dinner and a classic English com-
edy movie afterwards.  
  

.The line up of ARC and visitors loan Rovers at Ryder’s. Note the 75 V8 in the foreground  
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 Service Station memorabilia at Ryder’s 

 

Viewing a classic comedy after dinner in the Theatrette.  

On the second day we all drove to Elsmore park where the cars were displayed in the Auckland Bit & Euro Classic Car 
Show together with a host of classic English and European cars mostly of post World War 2 vintage. On view were 
many New Zealand imported cars not seen in Australia especially second hand Japanese imports.  It was curious to see 
instructions under the bonnet of an XJ 6 in Japanese, a car imported from Japan produced by the British to comply with 
the standards of Japan.  
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Front row of the Rover stand at the Brit Euro  Classic Car  

Afterwards we viewed the sights of the Howick  from Musick Point area and the dinner that evening at the Returned 
Servicemen’s Association (RSA) Club.         
On the third day we drove north travelling up State Highway 10 to Omapere and Opononi with a visit to the Matakohe 
Kauri museum on the way.  This was a most impressive exhibition based around a former timber mill with exhibits 
ranging from the gum diggers to the largest trees milled and the milling processes.    

 

Re-assembled slice of timber from a giant Kauri – Matakohe museum  
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As was the case on all days lunch and dinner 
were provided with dinner concluding the day 
with snippets of the days happenings and a seri-
alised comedy take on the “On the first day of 
Christmas, my true love gave to me…..”.  The 
next morning we crossed the Hokianga Harbour 
by vehicular ferry at Rawene then motored to 
Kaitaia where we spent the next 2 nights. 
 
 
 
 
The next day we were treated to an off road bus 
tour to Cape Reinga travelling back along Nine-
ty Mile Beach (actually about 56 miles long).  
The following morning we set off for Keri Keri 
visiting the Matthews Vintage Collection private 
museum with items varying from cars and trac-
tors  to old radios and telephones.  A restored 
fully roadworthy Singer 9 was the star attrac-
tion. Among the exhibits was a Howard tractor/
Rotary Cultivator designed and manufactured at 
Northmead NSW commencing in 1923 continu-
ing into the early post WW2 years, the manufac-
ture of tractors lasted only a decade or two being 
phased out by the highly competitive Grey Fer-
gie. Ferguson tractors designed by Irishman 
Harry Ferguson and produced from 1946 to 
1956, used the Standard Vanguard wet sleeve 
petrol motor but was most notable for the 3 
point linkage which allowed  for easy inter-
changeability of agricultural attachments.  

On the ferry crossing Hokianga Harbour  

An Australian made Howard DH22 tractor and rotary cultivator, the grey Fergie in the background   
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Our stay at Kerikeri was again 2 nights with a visit to the Bay of Islands and crossing by ferry from Paihia to Russell the 
first capital of NZ.  The Treaty of Waitangi was signed a short walk from Paihia. The day started with a visit to the Ma-
kana Chocolate Factory (Yum) and the Bakehouse for morning tea (Yum Yum) then  on to see the Haruru Falls.  

On the last day on our return to Auckland we breakfasted at The Rusty Tractor visited Hans Compter’s Car collection. 
This was without doubt the climax of the rally, the collection was vast array of cars dating from the early 1900’s to the 
present; some original, others restored. The collection is not open to the public so it was a privilege to view many cars 
not seen elsewhere.  More of that in next months Freewheeling.  Lastly I want to pay credit to Noeline and Paul 
Billings who carried the brunt of the organisation of this event – the organisation was meticulous and flowed without 
incident and all for a modest cost – they have set a very high standard for us to aspire to.   
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1. A light six sportsman’s coupe raced the Blue Train  Continental Express.

It won by how many minutes?   10 20 30 40 ?

2. What was the number of SD1 models, counting VDP and EFI as separate runs of the same engine size.

Was the number 8 10 12 14 ?

3. The Rover 800 series had a project code. Was it AA PP XX ZZ  ?

4. In which year did Rover purchase from General Motors the Buick V8 engine.

Was it 1962 1963 1965 1967 ?

5. In 1896 in the first year of cycle production the Rover Cycle Company built how many units.

Was it 10 000    11 000   12 000   13 000 ?

6. In P4 production terms is this the correct Chronology 75 60 75 80 90 95 100 105S 105R 110?.

If not how many errors are in the list?  2 3 4 5 ?.

7. To the nearest hundreds what was the total production  of P4’s from 1949 to 1964.

Was it 128 500  129 500   130 000  130 400?
8. What model was the 5 millionth car built by Rover.

Was it a R4 75,  R40 75 Club? R4075? Connoisseur SE.?

9 .The SD1 had an original code number.                 Was it P10  P11  P12  P13 ? 

10. A proposed mid engine Rover sports car had a project code number .

Was it P6  P7  P11  P9 ?

11.Where in the UK were Rover cars built other than Coventry and Solihull ?  Cowley

12.The SD1 was built in South Africa and one other country.  What was the Country ?  New Zealand
13.Between 1968 and 1973 Rover built 3.5 and 3 ½ litre COUPES for the home and RHD/LHD export market. 

What was the total number to the nearest hundred. Was it  8,000   8,500  9,000  9,500.

14  What was the total of SD1 vehicles built between 1976 and 1986 including CKD’s to the nearest hundred.  

Was it  290 900,    300 100 ,  300 300 ,  300 500.

15  What is our current membership at the 27 March 2019.     Is it 200 205 210 215 ?.

16  How many cars are on the register at the 27 March 2019. Is it 359 362 365 368 ? 

17  The first Rover car was built in 1904 with a single cylinder engine. Was the capacity 6HP 8HP  or 10HP?

18. Rover was one of the first motor manufacturers to set up a proper Research and Development Department.

Did this occur in 1950  1951  1952 or 1953
19 When the P6 2000 was introduced in October 1963 

What was the cost in sterling including tax . Was it 1264  1268  1270 ?

20. What was the total number of P6’s in all forms including CKD’s to the nearest hundred.

Was it 325400  326200  327800  329700. 

So! you think you know a lot about cars 
and Rovers in particular. 

Well ! Here are the answers. 
In last months Freewheeling there were 20 questions from the Presidents Quiz that had everyone stumped at the March 
General Meeting.  Well, here are answers.  Just in case you have forgotten what the questions were they are repeated 
along with the multiple choice answers.  The CORRECT answer is in RED and underlined. 

How did you go? 
No prizes this time; just that warm inner glow from knowing you had it correct. 

Now; no cheating, just remember you are an honest ROVER driver. 
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More on the History of the Rover P4 
 
Spurred on by the Presidents Quiz (see the previous page), and having just read James Taylor’s  book “Rover P4— the Complete 
story”   Dudley Bennett  has offered the following notes.  

All P4 (except the 105) were launched at the Earls Court Motor show in  September/October the year before they be-
came available (sometimes up to 10 months later) 
  
1949     Cyclops 
 
1953 60 and 90    additional models launched together, the 60 using the 2 litre 4 cylinder Land Rover engine to expand 

the market downwards , the 90 a larger bored out version of the 75 engine to expand the market upwards 
 
 
1956 105 R Auto and 105S with twin carbs    Additional models launched together but vehicle supply was not till late 

1957. 
 
1958 105 replaced both the above R and S models and was a low key launch as the new P5 was the big feature of that 

years show .  The 60, 75, and 90 ,models continued. 
 
1959 80 and 100 launched together to replace all previous  P4 models .  The 80 using the new 2.28 litre 4 cylinder over-

head valve Land Rover engine block and the 100 using a new 2.6 litre “short stroke” version of the P5 Seven 
bearing 3 litre engine.  The rationalisation proving significant efficiencies in the Rover engine factory. 

 
1962 95 and 110  “stop gap models to replace the 80 and 100 due to the delay in launching the P6 2000.  Both used the 

same  2.6 litre seven bearing 6 cylinder engine but the 110 had a “Westlake” head and a larger SU carburettor and 
hence more power. 

 
 
Note.   All model names were based on their gross BHP outputs however in typical Rover fashion several were under-
stated .   
For example 90 was actually 93 BHP;  100 was actually 103 bhp:  110 was actually 123 BHP.   The only exception be-
ing the optimistic 80 what was actually 77 BHP. 
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Marauder  

 

                                      

                                      

 Marauder Car Company Limited was a British car venture by ex-Rover engineers 
George Mackie and Peter Wilks. After successfully racing their single-seater Marauder racing 

car the pair left Rover in 1950 and formed Wilks, Mackie and Company to exploit their idea of  a         
two-seater sports car based on the new Rover 75 chassis. In 1951 they changed the company's name to Ma-

rauder Car Company. 

Around 15 cars were made before a sharp luxury tax imposed on cars priced over £1,000 brought sales to an end and 
George Mackie and Peter Wilks re-joined Rover.  The design was largely the work of Peter Wilks and "Spen" King who, 
like Wilks, was a nephew of brothers Spencer and Maurice Wilks who ran Rover. Spencer King was later famous for his 
involvement in many Rover and Leyland Group designs. Though usually considered a sports car their new car was mar-
keted as a Marauder Tourer. 

The car named the "A", later joined by the more powerful "100", was based on the Rover P4 75 with the chassis short-
ened by 9 inches (230 mm) from 111 inches (2,800 mm) to 102 inches (2,600 mm), the track remaining the same at 52 
inches (1,300 mm). The suspension was stiffened retaining the coil sprung independent front suspension and elliptical 
sprung live rear axle. In view of the much lighter 2/3-seater (a single bench seat but the seats were separated on the 
"100" open coachwork the engine was moved back to improve handling and front / rear weight distribution. The Rover 
gearbox was retained with optional Laycock–de Normanville overdrive but not the Rover free wheel mechanism. The 
gearchange moved from column to floor. 

The 6-cylinder, inlet over exhaust valve, 2103 cc Rover engine was slightly modified with higher compression ratio to 
raise the output by 5 bhp (4 kW; 5 PS) to 80 bhp (60 kW; 81 PS) whilst the 100 version was bored out to 2392 cc and 
fitted with triple SU carburettors to give 105 bhp (78 kW; 106 PS). The "A" was capable of 90 mph (145 km/h) and the 
"100" 100 mph (161 km/h) 
 
Manufacturing started in Dorridge, Solihull, West Midlands and later continued in Kenilworth, Warwickshire between 
1950 and 1952.  

The first few bodies were made by Richard Mead in his Dorridge works and used some Rover panels but later ones were 
made by Abbey Panels of Coventry. 

About 15 cars were made including 2 of the "100"s before rising costs and tax changes priced the cars out of the market. 
The UK government doubled the already high level of Purchase Tax on cars with a pre-tax price above £1000. In 1950 
the car cost £1236 rising to over £2000 in 1952. 

 

Source for all above including pictures is  https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Marauder_Cars 

Marauder 100 open two-seater  
registered November 1951, has a 3-litre engine 

 
The sole coupé registered April 1952 the fifth car and built 
to a special order 

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Rover_Company
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Rover_P4
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Charles_Spencer_King
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Maurice_Wilks
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Rover_Company
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/British_Leyland_Motor_Corporation
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Tourer
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Rover_P4_75
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Laycock%E2%80%93de_Normanville
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/SU_carburettor
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Dorridge
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Kenilworth
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Abbey_Panels
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Purchase_Tax
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More on  Peel cars  
Last months Freewheeling , in the  Forgotten Marques section, carried an article about Peel Cars.  ROC member Eric Davison was 
very quick of the  mark and sent the editor an email pointing out that the Isle on Man had issued a  set of stamps highlighting Peel 
cars.                                       The set  of stamp is  reproduced below. 



13 

Photos from the Outing to Lithgow. 
Recently the club had a run to the Small Arms factory at Lithgow (Over the mountains and west of Sydney). Andrew 
Holland took the following photos of part of the convoy on the road from Kurrajong to Lithgow.  You can almost hear 
the purr of the engines. 

Lithgow is a city in the Central Tablelands of New South Wales, Australia and is the administrative centre of the City 
of Lithgow local government area. It is located in a mountain valley named Lithgow's Valley by John Oxley in honour 
of William Lithgow, the first Auditor-General of New South Wales. 

Lithgow is on the Great Western Highway, about 150 km (93 mi) or two hours drive west of Sydney, or via the old 
mountain route, Bells Line of Road, from Windsor. Geographically, it is situated on the far western side of the Sydney 
basin.  At 30 June 2016 Lithgow  had an estimated urban population of 13,095. 

Lithgow is surrounded by a varied landscape which includes national parks, one of which, the Blue Mountains National 
Park, is a World Heritage Area. The Wollemi National Park is home to the Jurassic-age tree the Wollemi Pine, which 
was found growing in a remote canyon in the park. 

Source of these notes is  https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Lithgow,_New_South_Wales 

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Central_Tablelands
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/New_South_Wales
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Australia
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/City_of_Lithgow
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/City_of_Lithgow
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/John_Oxley
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/William_Lithgow_(Auditor_General_of_New_South_Wales)
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Great_Western_Highway
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Sydney
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Bells_Line_of_Road
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Windsor,_New_South_Wales
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Sydney_basin
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Sydney_basin
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Blue_Mountains_National_Park
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Blue_Mountains_National_Park
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Wollemi_National_Park
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Wollemia
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How Buick’s little aluminium V-8 
saved Britain’s bacon 

                                                                                                                                   by Don Sherman  
Like the kid who flunked fifth grade and then grew up to become a decent stockbroker, the troubled 
youth of GM’s 215-cubic-inch (3.5 litre) aluminium V-8 didn’t hinder its fruitful life. Born in 1961, 
this resilient engine introduced turbocharging to production cars but failed to earn a sufficient U.S. 
audience, whereupon it was sent to England to live out its life in everything from Range Rovers to 
TVRs. Along the way, this mill, commonly known as the “Buick aluminium V-8” for reasons that will 
soon be explained, inspired countless designs and enabled a cottage sports-car industry. It was the on-
ly American engine design ever to win a Formula 1 title. One could argue that GM’s aluminium V-8 
was every bit as ingenious as the Chevy small-block. 
General Motors began studying V-8s in 1950 to power its LeSabre and XP-300 dream cars. Although 
cast aluminium had been used early in the 20th century for crankcases, constructing entire blocks and 
cylinder heads out of this material was a significant step forward in the U.S. 
In Europe, Alfa Romeo, Ferrari, Lancia, Porsche, Rolls-Royce, and Volkswagen perfected aluminium 
construction after World War II. The success of VW Beetle imports convinced U.S. automakers they 
would need downsized cars powered by smaller and lighter engines to compete. In 1960, the Chevro-
let Corvair began the move to aluminium engines, followed by Buick, Oldsmobile, Pontiac, Plymouth, 
and Rambler in ’61. 
Aluminium’s appeal is a density, or weight per volume, that is 60 percent lower than that of cast iron 
or “gray iron,” until then the traditional engine-block material. Per pound, aluminium yields two to 
three times the bending stiffness and strength of cast iron and three times the tensile strength. 
Aluminium’s downside is cost. Iron ore is simply mined, melted, and mixed with a few ingredients 
before casting, but refining aluminium is a complex, energy-intensive process. First, bauxite ore, a 
claylike material, is mined. After melting and settling, alumina (aluminium oxide) in the molten ore is 
purified with an electric current, a process called electrolysis. Because of aluminium smelters’ high 
electricity consumption, they are typically located near hydroelectric dams, where the electricity is 
plentiful and cheaper. As a result, aluminium typically costs five times more per pound than gray iron. 
In the mid-1950s, GM engineer Joseph Turlay, who designed Buick’s first production V-8 for the 
1953 model year, topped an experimental cast-aluminium block with hemi heads, a supercharger, and 
dual carburettors to produce 335 horsepower from 3.5 liters. That V-8’s 550-pound weight was a ma-
jor breakthrough compared with the typical 700-pound iron-age engine. 
GM engineers soon began work on a production aluminium V-8 to power the Buick Special, Oldsmo-
bile F-85, and Pontiac Tempest slated for 1961. Buick won the development and manufacturing as-
signments, with Turlay overseeing and Cliff Studaker assisting the engineering effort. 
GM’s game plan was to use a stretched Corvair unibody to underpin its new compacts. More refined 
ride and handling would, hopefully, justify higher prices for the upmarket models. In addition, the alu-
minium V-8 would foster weight savings throughout the chassis, thereby improving performance. 
GM’s $100 million Technical Center in Warren, Michigan, was five years old when Buick’s Special 
debuted for the 1961 model year. Customers weren’t sure what to make of a compact Buick. 
Toward that end, the 3.5-liter V-8 was a showcase of light design. The block, heads, intake manifold, 
timing chain cover, water pump, and water outlet were all made of GM’s 4097M aluminium alloy 
containing 11-to-13-percent silicon. This added material lowered the aluminium’s melting tempera-
ture, helped it flow more readily into moulds, and reduced shrinkage during solidification. A touch of 
copper was added to improve corrosion resistance. The pistons, rocker arms, and carburettor were also 
aluminium. The final 324-pound dry weight was 200 pounds lighter than Chevy’s small-block and 
roughly half the weight of Buick’s 6.6-liter V-8. 
 

The following article was forwarded to the editor by ROC member Chris Forsey.    
Our thanks to Chris for being alert and forwarding this information for us all to share.. 

The only alteration to the original article has been to change the American spelling of Aluminum to the  
Australian version, that is Aluminium. 

http://articles-videos/author/don-sherman
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=W5saoYQIlh8
https://www.hagerty.com/apps/valuationtools/1962-pontiac-tempest
https://www.hagerty.com/articles-videos/articles/2017/11/15/will-the-corvair-kill-you
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Turlay’s engineering team applied creative solutions to myriad design issues. Because aluminium 
bores weren’t durable enough to withstand piston scuffing, cast-in-place iron sleeves with grooved 
outer surfaces engaging the surrounding aluminium were used. This provided a tough bore surface 
without sealing concerns. Shrink-fit iron valve seats and guides were incorporated into the aluminium 
heads, also for durability. A deep-skirt block with five cast-iron main-bearing caps provided a stiff 
bottom end. The cast-aluminium pistons were linked to the cast-Armasteel crank through forged-steel 
connecting rods. (Armasteel was GM’s name for a special cast iron manufactured by its foundries.) 
Combining an 8.8:1 compression ratio with dished piston crowns and shallow combustion chambers 
achieved detonation-free operation on regular gas. The spark plugs were located within half an inch 
of the bore centre to minimize flame travel. The 3.50-inch bore and short 2.80-inch stroke minimized 
piston speed and engine height. 
Because aluminium expands significantly more than iron when heated, the engineers worried that 
steel bolts screwed directly into aluminium threads might loosen in service. Testing proved the bolts 
would maintain the desired torque if they were well lubricated during assembly. 
Aluminium-block manufacturing was the one area where Buick ventured into the unknown. The 
technique adopted was called semipermanent mould casting, because it mixed conventional sand 
cores with permanent steel dies. Sand cores defined the internal coolant passages and the crankcase 
portion of the block. The reusable steel moulds used for the outer flanks, deck surfaces, and valley 
area saved manufacturing minutes and provided a smoother finish than was possible with sand cores. 
Following dyno development and a million miles of durability testing, Buick’s engine was tuned to 
deliver 155 (gross) horsepower at 4800 rpm and 220 pound-feet of torque at 2400 rpm, with a rela-
tively flat torque curve. Upping the compression ratio to 10.25:1 and adding a four-barrel carburettor 
hiked output to 230 pound-feet and 185 horsepower, or 0.86 horsepower per cubic inch. Chevy’s 283
-cubic-inch V-8 delivered 230 horsepower (0.81 horsepower per cubic inch) with a four-barrel carbu-
rettor. 
Oldsmobile entered the 1961 model year with a version of this V-8 called the Rockette to evoke a 
family tie to the Rocket 88. To make efficient use of manufacturing facilities, Buick cast all the 
blocks and crankshafts, and Olds manufactured its own heads, pistons, valvetrain, and intake mani-
folds. One significant difference in the blocks was Buick’s use of five head bolts per cylinder where-
as Olds preferred six (stay tuned for the reason why). Pontiac equipped most of its Tempests with 
what it called an Indy Four—basically, a V-8 chopped in half—with the Buick 3.5-liter V-8 available 
as an extra-cost upgrade.  The revolutionary aluminium V-8 allowed Buick to claim “more pow per 
pound” in its advert for its 1961 Buick Special sedan. 
Mightily impressed by Buick’s trailblazing engine, Sports Car Illustrated editor Karl E. Ludvigsen 
wrote in November 1960: “We’ll wager the most widely copied engine in the next 10 years will be 
Buick’s superb new aluminium V-8.” 
The racing community was impressed by America’s new small V-8, too. Mickey Thompson conclud-
ed that this ultra-light engine was the ideal means of rattling the Offenhauser crowd at Indy. In 1962, 
Dan Gurney qualified eighth in Thompson’s Harvey Aluminium Special powered by a 4.2-liter Buick 
V-8, but he dropped out half-way through the race with a broken gearbox.. 
Unfortunately, the buying public didn’t swarm to the General’s new premium compact cars. Only 
Pontiac topped 100,000 sales in 1961; combined Special/F-85/Tempest sales exceeded the Corvair’s 
volume by only 10 percent. The issue was price. The cheapest Olds F-85 cost $118 more than a 
Chevy Bel Air. Instead of merely hoping sales would rise, Buick and Oldsmobile swiftly rejiggered 
their game plans. In 1962, Buick moved down-market, and Oldsmobile grabbed the next rung up the 
price ladder. 
Buick’s 1962 companion to the aluminium V-8 was a V-6 made by whacking one cylinder per bank. 
To spare the higher cost of aluminium, the block and the heads were converted to cast iron. Keeping 
the V-8’s 90-degree V-angle was hardly ideal from a vibration standpoint, but it did allow machining 
the new V-6 with existing tools. What began as a crude expedient eventually ended up as GM’s rock-
star 3800 V-6, a story for another day. 
Oldsmobile promoted its Rockette aluminium V-8 to Jetfire Turbo Rocket status by adding a Garrett 
AiResearch turbocharger fed by a single-barrel side-draft Rochester carburettor. Beating Chevy’s 
Corvair Monza Turbo to market by a few weeks gave Olds bragging rights for the world’s first turbo-
charged production model. Peak power surged to 215 horsepower at 4800 rpm—clearing the one- 

https://www.hagerty.com/articles-videos/articles/2019/01/24/chevy-nomad-bucking-50s-trend
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horse-per-cubic-inch hurdle. The torque curve peaked at a potent 300 pound-feet at 3200 rpm. Without 
major changes to the host engine or any loss of smoothness or drivability, midrange torque rose by 40 
percent. 
Turbo pinwheels spinning at 90,000 rpm were supported by aluminium sleeve bearings lubed by en-
gine oil. Exhaust gas accelerated the alloy-steel turbine wheel from 40,000 rpm during cruising to 
80,000 rpm in less than a second after the throttle was floored. An exhaust waste gate built into the tur-
bocharger limited boost pressure to 5 psi. 
Instead of lowering the naturally aspirated V-8’s 10.25:1 compression ratio, which would penalize ef-
ficiency, Oldsmobile devised a system that metered Turbo Rocket fluid during boost conditions in a 
1:10 ratio with the gasoline consumed. This 50/50 elixir of distilled water and methyl alcohol 
(antifreeze) with a splash of corrosion inhibitor cooled the gas and air mixture sufficiently to forestall 
detonation. To their surprise, Olds engineers found that the alcohol content added six horsepower to 
peak output. 
The tank that stored this juice was pressurized by a tap off the turbo’s compressor to force delivery to 
the carburettor's float chamber. Safeguards were provided to inhibit boost when the essential fluid was 
depleted. Testing predicted the five-quart supply would last nearly 1000 miles. 
Buick’s innovative V-8 featured a deep-skirt aluminium block containing an assortment of iron and 
steel parts: cast-in bore liners, forged connecting rods, and a crankshaft supported by five main-bearing 
caps. The result: an engine that weighed 324 pounds, 200 fewer than Chevy’s small-block V-8. 
Those extra head bolts? Oldsmobile designed them into its version of the 215 to help avoid warpage 
and blown head gaskets on the turbo variant. The pistons, the bearings, and the valves were also up-
graded. 
Proud of their achievement, Oldsmobile engineers Gil Burrell, Frank Ball, and James Lewis concluded 
their Turbo Rocket tech paper by saying, “This engine is a development that will be appreciated by all 
engineers, performance enthusiasts, and other people interested in advanced mechanical powerplants.” 
Car and Driver technical guru Roger Huntington dubbed the engine “the most radical design from an 
American factory in many years.” He rated the ’62 Olds Cutlass F-85 Jetfire “an elegant and comforta-
ble high-performance car of medium size.” 
Unfortunately, GM’s hot small engine was caught out by radical changes sweeping through the indus-
try. For the 1964 model year—the dawn of the muscle-car era—GM’s premium compacts grew into 
intermediate A-bodies powered exclusively by iron engines. Buick and Olds kept the V-6 and added 
larger V-8 options. Pontiac used a Chevy inline-six for base power and offered V-8s ranging from 326 
to a wild 421 cubic inches. 
The aluminium 215 V-8 lasted only three model years, in part because it was a costly indulgence. The 
casting process suffered from porosity issues—seepage through the cylinder-block walls—and the 
high scrap rates gave top management the willies. If the porosity wasn’t discovered upfront, coolant 
contamination of the oil triggered an expensive warranty claim. Customers who used the wrong anti-
freeze suffered radiators clogged with aluminium deposits. Mechanics hurriedly changing spark plugs 
occasionally stripped threads in the aluminium heads. 
Oldsmobile F-85 Jetfire owners often ignored the dash light urging them to replenish their Turbo 
Rocket fluid. The most pressing issue was fewer than 10,000 turbo cars sold, resulting in its cancella-
tion after only two model years. Some dealers even stooped to removing the booster for disgruntled 
customers. The Corvair Monza Spyder also failed to top 10,000 sales in 1962, suggesting that turbo-
chargers were too mysterious for most small-car buyers. 
On the opposite side of the earth, Oldsmobile’s light, compact V-8 was held in higher regard. Australi-
an racing driver Jack Brabham commissioned auto-parts supplier Repco to base a Formula 1 V-8 on 
the Olds block endowed with SOHC heads and a flat-plane crankshaft to produce more than 300 horse-
power from 3.0 liters. That shrewd move earned Brabham the 1966 drivers’ and constructors’ titles. 
This was the first and last time an engine with American production-car roots prevailed in Formula 1. 
Britain’s Rover also took advantage of GM’s aluminium V-8. By the early 1960s, the 3.0-liter F-head 
inline-six that powered its flagship sedan was overdue for replacement. On a visit to the States, Rov-
er’s managing director, William Martin-Hurst, stumbled across a Buick V-8 that Mercury Marine in-
tended to install in a boat. The engine was instead shipped to England, where Rover engineers con-
cluded it would suit their needs. 
 

https://www.hagerty.com/articles-videos/articles/2016/10/07/under-this-hood
https://www.hagerty.com/articles-videos/articles/2014/05/22/sir-jack-brabham
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Oldsmobile’s 1962 Jetfire Turbo Rocket V-8 was topped by a Garrett AiResearch turbocharger fed 
by a single-barrel Rochester side-draft carburettor. Five psi of boost raised output to 215 horsepower 
at 4800 rpm and 300 pound-feet of torque at 3200. 
In 1965, Rover inked a deal with GM that included all rights to the aluminium V-8, tech data, blue-
prints, and a few used engines. Designer Turlay, about to retire from Buick, moved to England to as-
sist the production restart. Apparently, it didn’t occur to anyone at GM that Rover would be compet-
ing against GM’s own European brands, Opel and Vauxhall, with the exiled engine. 
Rover switched block manufacturing to conventional sand casting with pressed-in cylinder liners to 
solve the porosity problem for good. Starting with the P5 sedan in 1967, Rover’s 184-hp V-8 gradu-
ated to the P6 a year later and to the Range Rover luxury SUV when it debuted in 1970. The endur-
ing success of the Land Rover brand in our market is the direct result of its arrival with a smooth, 
potent engine. 
Growing in steps to 5.0 litres, the aluminium V-8 thrived in MGs, Morgans, Triumphs, and TVRs 
and stayed in production until 2004. The remanufacturing firm MCT then took the baton to continue 
the supply of engines to Britain’s low-volume specialty brands until 2010. Without this V-8, the Jap-
anese would have annihilated British sports cars as quickly as they had laid the U.K.’s motorcycle 
industry to rest. 
GM’s courageous aluminium and turbocharging initiatives yielded several worthy permutations of 
the original Buick 215 V-8, notable racing success, and millions of satisfied customers. In life as in 
the engine lab, tenacity pays off. 

A P6 Tip. 
The following tip was first published by  Rover Car Club of Australia and was passed on to the Freewheeling editor by 
ROC Member Chris Forsey.  It is included in Freewheeling as a tip and will be of interest  to P6/P6B owners. 
 
 

A little note for any P6 owners whose wiper delay is not functioning.  As P6 owners will know, it's a cute little 
pneumatic gadget.  Having tangled with the unit on both my P6's in recent times, it seems that a common fault 
is that the one way air valve (in the centre of the unit opposite the pushrod) is misbehaving.  It's a pretty basic 
little valve which uses a piece of sponge foam as it's spring, which of course stops being springy with 
time.  The delay unit can be removed from the in situ wiper motor with only a modicum of fiddliness in ei-
ther  2000 or 3500, and the actual repair - cleaning the valve disc and replacing a little piece of sponge foam 
- is a doddle. 



18 

 

 

In internal combustion engines, a variable-length intake manifold (VLIM),variable intake manifold (VIM), or vari-
able intake system (VIS) is an automobile internal combustion engine manifold technology. As the name implies, 
VLIM/VIM/VIS can vary the length of the intake tract - in order to optimise power and torque across the range of en-
gine speed operation, as well as help provide better fuel efficiency. This effect is often achieved by having two separate 
intake ports, each controlled by a valve, that open two different manifolds - one with a short path that operates at full 
engine load, and another with a significantly longer path that operates at lower load. The first patent issued for a varia-
ble length intake manifold was published in 1958, US Patent US2835235 by Daimler Benz AG. 

There are two main effects of variable intake geometry: 

Swirl 

Variable geometry can create a beneficial air swirl pattern, or turbulence in the combustion chamber. The swirling helps 
distribute the fuel and form a homogeneous air-fuel mixture - this aids the initiation of the combustion process, helps 
minimise engine knocking, and helps facilitate complete combustion. At low revolutions per minute (rpm), the speed of 
the airflow is increased by directing the air through a longer path with limited capacity (i.e., cross-sectional area) - and 
this assists in improving low engine speed torque. At high rpms, the shorter and larger path opens when the load in-
creases, so that a greater amount of air with least resistance can enter the chamber - this helps maximise 'top-end' power. 
In double overhead camshaft (DOHC) designs, the air paths may sometimes be connected to separate intake valves so 
the shorter path can be excluded by de-activating the intake valve itself. 

Pressurisation 

A tuned intake path can have a light pressurising effect similar to a low-pressure supercharger - due to Helmholtz reso-
nance. However, this effect occurs only over a narrow engine speed band. A variable intake can create two or more 
pressurized "hot spots", increasing engine output. When the intake air speed is higher, the dynamic pressure pushing the 
air (and/or mixture) inside the engine is increased. The dynamic pressure is proportional to the square of the inlet air 
speed, so by making the passage narrower or longer the speed/dynamic pressure is increased. 

This V.I.S. biz 

If you have a Rover R40-75  (i.e. a ‘new 75’) then your car features a Variable Intake System.   As far as I know, no oth-
er Rover has this although several other car manufacturers use this system.  So what is a Variable Intake System, com-
monly known as a VIS system, and what can go wrong with it?  
Firstly the  following comes from the internet ( reference   https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Variable-
length_intake_manifold ) and explains what this system does.  Then we have an extract from  the December 2018 issue 
of the Rover Car Club Canterbury Inc magazine VIKING which explains how a defective VIS motor can effect your 
Rover R40-75.  That is the Rover Car Club of Canterbury New Zealand folks.  

Continued next page 

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Internal_combustion_engine
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Automobile
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Inlet_manifold
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Power_(physics)
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Torque
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Fuel_efficiency
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Daimler_Benz_AG
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Turbulence
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Combustion_chamber
https://en.wiktionary.org/wiki/homogeneous
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Combustion
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Engine_knocking
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Revolutions_per_minute
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Overhead_camshaft#Double_overhead_camshaft
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Poppet_valve
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Engine_tuning
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Supercharger
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Helmholtz_resonance
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Helmholtz_resonance


19 

 

 

Any R.O. C Member who has experience with (or repaired)  these 
VIS motors is invited to share their experience with other members 

through an item that can be included in Freewheeling.   
Just send an email to  

 editor@roverownersclub.com.au   
and you are IN! 
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ACT Café Coffee Conversation. May 2019. 
The Australian capital Territory group had a Café conversation in May and these photographs 
were taken at that event. 

Around the table starting at  the front left were Doug Shearman, David Brand, Richard (from Newcastle), Geoff 
Fiddian, Paul Bray, Adrian Caddy, Andrew Clearwater.   Chris Forsey is behind the camera.    

This photo and the one below are by Chris Forsey. 

Parked outside was:  
Andrew Clearwater's recently 
restored Rover P5B along 
side Chris Forsey's Honda 
Legend Coupe 
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Club Calendar.  

Club events. 

Please remember it is necessary to reserve your place on any event, except Club meetings, by telephoning the person 
organising the event.  If you decide later not to attend something for which you have booked, please let the person  
organising the event know so others will  not be inconvenienced by waiting for you unnecessarily.  If you can’t get to 
the event – get to a phone! 
It should be recognised that whilst the Rover Owners’ Club takes every care and precaution, members and their guests 
participate in all activities by their own choice, and act on their own behalf, thus at their own risk.  
The following are CLUB EVENTS.  For these events you do not have to record the usage of your car in the log book 
which you should be carrying in the car. You must however, carry this page from Freewheeling, or the equivalent page 
from Rovernet  which proves you are travelling on a club event. 

This page is from the Rover Owners’ Club Inc  monthly publication Freewheeling, and shows club events.    There may be 
more recent additions on the ROC web site. 
All PDF files and coloured brochures are available on the club’s web site. 
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Saturday 18 May 2019 | Canberra Region | Wheels at Wamboin Annual Car Show 
• No booking required 
• Venue | Wamboin Hall, Bingley Way, Wamboin NSW 2620 
• Time: 9am – 1pm 
Organised by the Wamboin Community Association in conjunction with their monthly home produce markets 
• Enquiries : Chris Forsey | mobile | 0413 996 481 or   email | act@roverownersclub.com.au 

Sunday 19 May 2019 | National Motoring Heritage Day 
• Venue | The Rover Owners Club destination will be Wentworth Falls Lake 
• Visit website |https://www.bmcc.nsw.gov.au/recreation/parks-sportgrounds-courts/wentworth-falls-lake-park  
• Contact | Andrew Holland | Mobile | 0414 625 236     Email | clubcaptain@roverownersclub.com.au   
• Download Flyer | National Motoring Heritage Day 2019 PDF 

Wednesday 22 May 2019 | General Meeting 
• Venue | Veteran Car Club Hall, 134 Queens Road, Five Dock, 8:00 pm 
• After Meeting Presentation: Andrew Holland – Rovers With a Difference 

 

Sunday 16 June 2019 | Hunter Region Euro Motorfest 
• Venue | Newcastle Foreshore Park, Wharf Road, Newcastle East 
• Time | 8.30am to 1.30pm 
• Cost | $10 per vehicled 
• Organisers | MG Car Club Hunter Region 
• Download Flyer | Euro Motorfest 2019 PDF 
• Contact | Barry Murdoch | Mobile | 0412 998 192     Email | hunter@roverownersclub.com.au 

Sunday 16 June 2019 | Battle of Waterloo Display Day | Canberra Region  
• Event details to follow later 

Wednesday 26 June 2019 | General Meeting 
• Venue | Veteran Car Club Hall, 134 Queens Road, Five Dock, 8:00 pm 
• After Meeting Presentation: Rex Mickan – British Motor Museum 

    

Saturday 13 July 2019 | Hunter Region All British Day  
• Venue | Foreshore Park, 32 Wharf Rd, Newcastle East 
• Time | 10 am to 4 pm 
• Download Flyer | Hunter Region All British Day 2019 Flyer PDF 
• Organisers | Jaguar Drivers Club Hunter Region 
• Enquiries contact | Tom Jones | mobile | 0418 495 977   email | tnt.jones4550@gmail.com 

Sunday 21 July 2019 | Mid-Winter Run to the Razorback Inn•  

Venue address | 1580 Remembrance Driveway, Picton With the Daimler, Alvis Armstrong Siddeley Clubs 
• Several meeting points along the way 
• Contact | Andrew Holland | Mobile | 0414 625 236      Email | clubcaptain@roverownersclub.com.au  
 
Wednesday 24 July 2019 | General Meeting 
• Venue | Veteran Car Club Hall, 134 Queens Road, Five Dock, 8:00 pm 
• After Meeting Presentation: Lawrie Moules – Shay Locomotives 

mailto:act@roverownersclub.com.au
https://www.bmcc.nsw.gov.au/recreation/parks-sportgrounds-courts/wentworth-falls-lake-park
mailto:clubcaptain@roverownersclub.com.au
https://www.roverownersclub.com.au/wp-content/uploads/2019/02/National-Motoring-Heritage-Day-2019-PDF.pdf
https://www.roverownersclub.com.au/wp-content/uploads/2019/04/Euro-Motorfest-2019-PDF.pdf
mailto:hunter@roverownersclub.com.au
https://www.roverownersclub.com.au/wp-content/uploads/2019/02/Hunter-Region-All-British-Day-2019-Flyer-PDF.pdf
mailto:tnt.jones4550@gmail.com
mailto:clubcaptain@roverownersclub.com.au
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The following are INVITED EVENTS.  That means they have been organised by another club and the Rover Owners’ Club has been invited to 
attend.  The Rover Owners’ Club will not be attending as a group.  You should contact the person indicated, or visit the club web site and obtain 
details, followed by  making your own arrangements to attend. 
Note that there may be additional events on the Council of Motor Clubs web site and these are also classed as invited events. 
You should carry this page ,or the equivalent page from Rovernet, with you in the car and this may be inspected, if required, by somebody with the 
authority to do so. 

Club Calendar.  

Invited events. 

This page is from the Rover Owners’ Club Inc  monthly publication Freewheeling, and shows invited events.    There may 
be more recent additions on the ROC web site. 
 
All PDF files and coloured brochures are available on the club’s web site. 
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JUNE 2019 

Tuesday 4 June 2019 | Invitation Event | Oasis Run to Caringbah 
• Download full details | Oasis Caringbah Run PDF 
                                                                                                                                         
 

Tuesday 2 July 2019 | Invitation Event | Oasis Run to In-
gleburn                                                                                                                    
• Download full details | Oasis Ingleburn Run PDF 

  

https://www.roverownersclub.com.au/wp-content/uploads/2019/04/Oasis-Caringbah-Run-PDF.pdf
https://www.roverownersclub.com.au/wp-content/uploads/2019/04/Oasis-Ingleburn-Run-PDF.pdf
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Rover Owners’ Club General Meeting .    
( General Meeting .24 April 2019 ) 

 

               Meeting opened at 8:00 pm with 24 members and guests attending. 

President’s welcome: Robert Walker welcomed members and visitor Peter Stinson, new member Geoff Cum-
ming and Jason Allen (Roy Allen's son) 

Apologies: Doug Shearman, Tony Cope, Bruce Duncan, Peter and Gail Scott. 

Previous minutes. Moved. Paul Anley 2nd Andrew Holland 

Committee reports 
Vice President /Treasurer/Public Officer: 

Richard Dalziel reported:                    ANZ TD1        $ 14,000.00 

                                                             ANZ TD2        $ 10,000.00 

                                                             Bendigo chq    $ 13,872.31 

                                                              Westpac chq   $   1,096.40 

                                                              Consolidated  $  38,968.71 

We are tracking on budget – projected surplus is up $200, but there two months of expenses to go. 

Paperwork has been prepared for a new at call, interest bearing Bendigo account to hold the bulk of the Bendi-
go cheque account funds. 

Membership renewal receipts processed for March – only one renewal to date for April – total 211 members 
agrees with Registrar's tally. 

New member name badges ordered (11). 

Secretary: Dudley Bennett informed members that the PO box had been cleared and all mail distributed to the 

                   relevant club officer. Reciprocal magazines were on display. 

Editor: Ken Dunkley reported that the April Freewheeling had gone out on time and the May edition was un-
der control. Ken said the April edition contained a deliberate mistake and challenged members to spot it. 

Web Master / RoverNET: Rob Turner reported by email.    

                                             ROC Website & I.T: all working well, no problems. 

Registrar Rob Turner reported:      Current Membership:  179   Primary Members 

                                                                                               25   Family Members 

                                                                                                  6   Life Members 

                                                                                                  1   Honorary Member 

                                                           Total Membership:     211 

                                                           Total Vehicles on Register: 344 

Club Captain: Andrew Holland reported forthcoming activity as follows: 

                                              Sat 18/5 Wheels of Womboin 

                                              Sun 19/5 National Motoring Heritage Day, ROC to meet at Wentworth Falls Lake 

                                              Sun 16/6 Battle of Waterloo, Queanbeyan 

                                              Sun 16/6 Hunter region Motorfest, Foreshore Park, Newcastle 

                                              Sat 13/7 All British Day Hunter, Foreshore Park, Newcastle 

                                              Sun 21/7 Mid-winter run to Razorback Inn with Alvis, Armstrong & Daimler  

                                                                                                                                                                        Clubs 

                                               Sun 18/8 Shannon's Sydney Classic 

                                               Sat/Sun 7-8/9 Weekend away, Goulburn 

                                               Sun 15/9 All British Day, Kings School 

                                               Sun 10/11 ROC Display Day Linnwood House 

                         Full details in RoverNet. 

ROC Shop: No report 

Spare Parts: Paul Anley reported P6/B facelift bonnet badge picked up at “Antique” shop available to Mem-
bers (requires some restoration) 

CMC. No report, we still require a volunteer to attend meetings at Arena Sports, Rookwood Rd. Please 
apply to R.W. 

Club Plates: currently 57 Members and 85 cars. 
 Continued next page  
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General business: 

               Barry Murdoch offering a visit to his place to those visiting ABD Hunter on 13/7 

               R40 75 20th Anniversary function now planned for Oct. Details tba 

               Ian and Vivienne Vennard would welcome members and guests to their historic homestead  

                                                       “Ammerdown” in Orange for B&B and viewing of their P3 & P4 collection. 

                Arthur Spiliotopoulos offering P3 engine and gearbox to members. 
Rover reparations: 

              Nigel Rock seeking P3 engine gasket set, suggestions from floor – Wadhams, Denis Barr, Meteor      

                       Spares & Ebay UK 

                 Mark Nelson reported NRMA patrolman took only minutes to diagnose blown fuse on his ex Derek                  
Scott P6BS wiper motor circuit to which someone has added the fuel pump power feed! 
Evening activities: 

Dudley Bennett presented photos of his recent trip to N-Z including the Napier Art Deco Festival and pre-war 
car parade, Southward motor museum and “Smash Palace” time-warp wrecking yard at Hiropito. 

 

The raffle was then drawn and the meeting closed at 9.30 pm. 

The members then adjourned for refreshments. 

The next Meeting to be held on Wednesday the 22nd of May 20 
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THE ROVER OWNERS’ CLUB REGALIA. 
The ROC collection includes both ROC clothing and vehicle regalia.  All ROC regalia can be used at club events, invited events and 
ROC meetings,.  You can order the ROC car collection or the ROC Clothing Collection by completing the form below and emailing 

to  

Gail and Peter Scott at         club shop@roverownersclub.com.au. 

The ROC Club Shop is back! 

THE CAR COLLECTION. 

Item Name Price Quantity Sub Total  

 EXTERIOR WINDOW DECAL 
ROC 

 $ 5.00   

 INTERIOR WINDOW DECAL 
100 TH ANNIVERSARY 

$ 3.00   

 WINDSCREEN SASH $ 10.00   

 ROVER WHEEL STICKERS 
(SET OF 6) 

$10.00   

 REPLICA ROVER P6 TOOL ROLL. 
 

$55.00   

THE CLOTHING COLLECTION. 

Item Name Price Quantity Sub Total  

 CLOTH BADGE    

 CHAMBREY SHIRT    

 ROC POLO SHIRT 
 
(LIMITED SIZES REMAIN.) 

$ 35.00   

 ROC SPRAY JACKET. 
 
(ONE  L ONLY.) 

$ 38.00   

Funds can be EFT to the Rover Owners Club account prior to pick up. 
Electronic funds transfer can be made to the Bendigo Bank   BSB 633 000,   Account 126  077  999 
Please use “your surname”    

                   “Payment Reason”  Club shop/merchandise purchase; so that payment can be correctly  

                                                    allocated and receipted. 
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Rover  Owners’ Club Inc.    Honour Roll. 

Presidents Founding and  

Life members 

The Rover Owners Club meets on the fourth Wednesday of each month (except December when it meets on the second Thursday of the month) at 
the Veteran Car Club of Australia, 134 Queens Road, Five Dock. Meetings commence at 8pm sharp and usually consist of a general business meet-
ing followed by a guest speaker  or  other appropriate entertainment. A light supper is usually served after each meeting.  

People with an interest in the marque, owners or principal drivers OF ANY ROVER vehicle (including 4wd) are welcome to join. Currently the 
joining fee is A$25.00 plus annual subscription A$35.00 including GST.  Membership includes a year’s subscription of “Freewheeling”, the Club’s 
magazine.   A members partner or relative can apply to be an Additional Family Member if they wish to participate on committee or vote at club 
elections, but "Freewheeling" is not included.  There is an annual fee of $10 per additional family member wishing to take up this option. 

Electronic Banking details are:- Account Name.   Rover Owners Club Inc.    Bank .  Bendigo    BSB  633 000      Account number   126 077 999 

 Club postal address is: -               Rover Owners’ Club,  PO Box 503,   Pennant  Hills.  1715 

 The Club e-mail address is: -       president@roverownersclub.com.au 

 The club website is: -                     www.roverownersclub.com.au 

Overseas subscriptions are warmly welcomed. Visitors are welcome at any time.   The Club conducts a number of events during the year usually 
incorporating a drive to a particular venue. There are also social events that members may participate in, such as the Mother’s Day breakfast, annu-
al dinner, picnics and the Club’s Annual Display Day. 

An elected Management Committee supported by a number of appointed sub-committee roles manages the Rover Owners Club. The Management 
Committee meets monthly on the second Wednesday night. The President usually chairs this meeting and minutes are kept. 

Contributions to “Freewheeling” close on the first day of the month of publication. If you want to publish an article, news about an event  it needs 
to be with the Editor by the first of the month. 

Preference is to receive articles by email, but typed or even hand written will be acceptable, as long your writing is legible.  Make certain your 
name is on the article and your phone number in case we need to contact you. Do make certain we do not infringe copyright. If the article has come 
from another publication please let us know and also let us know if you already hold permission to reproduce the material. 

Don’t try to set out the article, we will do that to fit the space we have available. Photographs can be e mailed or  need to be clear positives. Please 
write on the back (carefully) what the event is, who is in the photo and who owns it. That way we can have accurate descriptions and you have a 
good chance we will return your photograph. 

‘Freewheeling’ is the official journal of the Rover Owners Club Inc. (under the NSW Associations Incorporations Act 1984) registered number 
Y2302602.  On 23 September 1964 it was recognized as the first in the world by the Rover Company Ltd.  The opinions expressed in Freewheel-
ing are not necessarily those of the Rover Owners Club, its officers or members.  Whilst all care is taken, this Club and its officers do not accept 
responsibility for opinions expressed or the availability or quality or fitness for use of any services, goods or vehicles  notified for sale or hire or 
the genuineness of any advertiser or author.  Other clubs may reproduce articles originating from members with acknowledgement to this publica-
tion. 

Keith Beale 

Grahame Jones 

Life members 

Honorary Members 

James Taylor 

Anne Lloyd-Owen 

Bill Campton 

Bob Campbell 

Tim Crick 

1965 –1968 

1969-July 1970 

July 1970—1972 

1973—1976 

1977—1980 

1981—1984 

1985—May 1987 

May 1987—1991 

1991—1994 

1994—1998 

1998—2003 

2003—2005 

 2005—2009 

2009—2010 

2010—2016 

2016—2017 

May 2017 

2017—2018 

2018—present 

Keith Beale 

John Allcock 

Neville Lowe 

James Moule 

David Arnold 

Robert Merrick 

Ray Quigley 

Tony Cope 

Theo Lyras 

Michael Douglas 

Bruce Duncan 

Derek Scott 

Richard Dalziel 

Jim Nicholson 

Janet Legge 

Warwick Ravell 

Nicholas Munting. 

Ian Shearman. 

Robert Walker 
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President Robert Walker president@roverownersclub.com.au  0419 220 357 

Vice President Richard Dalziel vicepresident@roverownersclub.com.au 9489 3553 0412 709 228 

Club Captain Andrew Holland clubcaptain@roverownersclub.com.au  0414 625 236 

Secretary Dudley Bennett secretary@roverownersclub.com.au 9997 3493 
 

 

Treasurer & Public Officer Richard  Dalziel treasurer@roverownersclub.com.au 9489 3553 0412 709 228 

Registrar Rob  Turner registrar@roverownersclub.com.au  0404 463 489 

 
 

    

ACT Representative Chris Forsey act@roverownersclub.com.au 6297 1080 0413 996 481 

All British Rep Andrew Holland abr@roverownersclub.com.au  0414 625 236 

Archivist Rob Turner vehicles@roverownersclub.com.au  0404 463 489 

Club Parts  Manuals Paul Anley clubspares@roverownersclub.com.au 9684 1795  

Club Plates ACT Hugh Boulter clubplatesact@roverownersclub.com.au 6258 8221 0407 215 008 

Club Plates NSW Steven Williams clubplatesnsw@roverownersclub.com.au 9896 5650 0450 706 519 

Club Shop Gail & Peter Scott clubshop@roverownersclub.com.au   

Club Spares Paul Anley clubspares@roverownersclub.com.au 9684 1795  

CMC rep vacant    

Council  of ACT Motor Clubs Chris Forsey act@roverownersclub.com.au 6297 1080  

Editor Ken Dunkley editor@roverownersclub.com.au 9533 3326 0400 463 322 

Face Book Administrator Hugh Bolter rocfbadmin@roverownersclub.com.au  0407 215 008 

Librarian Andrew Holland library@roverownersclub.com.au  0414 625 236 

Postage Warwick Moriarty postage@roverownersclub.com.au 9773 4734 0411 739  132 

Rover NET  Editor Rob Turner rovernet@roverownersclub.com.au  0404 463 489 

Technical Coordinator Warren McEwen technical@roverownersclub.com.au 9980 2653 0418 695 503 

Web master Rob Turner webmaster@roverownersclub.com.au  0404 463 489 

Workshop Manuals Andrew Holland manuals@roverownersclub.com.au  0414 625 236 

     

Hunter Barry Murdoch hunter@roverownersclub.com.au  0412 998 192 

Illawarra Stuart Rigby illawarra@roverownersclub.com.au 4232 3148 0431 473 825 

North Eric Davison north@roverownersclub.com.au 6624 4537  

Western Peter Colwell western@roverownersclub.com.au 6888 5310 0409 927  185 

Southern Highlands Rob Turner highlands@roverownersclub.com.au  0404 463 489 

Southern NSW/ACT Chris Forsey act@roverownersclub.com.au 6297 1080 0413 996 481 

     

Pre-War James Moule roverprewar@roverownersclub.com.au 9542 1967 0490 388 470 

P2/P3 Greg Alexander roverp2p3@ roverownersclub.com.au 9569 5159  

P4 Nicholas Cope roverp4@roverownersclub.com.au  0487 474 695 

P5/P5B Warwick Ravell roverp5@roverownersclub.com.au 9872 7860  

P6/P6B Andrew Holland roverp6@roverownersclub.com.au  0414 625 236 

SD1 Adrian Rowland roversd1@roverownersclub.com.au 4787 8591  

Rover 400/800 series Rex Mickan rover800 series@roverownersclub.com.au  0409 787 541 

Land Rover Graham Dawson landrover@roverownesclub.com.au 9982 8828  

R.Rover/Discovery Jim Nicholson rangerover@roverownersclub.com.au 9624 2247  

R40 . 75 Dudley Bennett rover75@roverownersclub.com.au 9997 3493  
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https://www.flickr.com/photos/rocnswact/41864541491/in/photostream/lightbox/
https://www.flickr.com/photos/rocnswact/41864541491/in/photostream/lightbox/

