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Dennis specializes in :
~Rover classics
~Land Rover
~Discovery
~Range Rover
* Modifications
* General repairs
* Trip preparation
* RTA registration inspections
* CAMS rally registration inspections

Triggs Motors
88 Excelsior Parade, Toronto
Phone (02) 4959 2122
Fax (02) 4959 5061
Email triggsmotors@gmail.com.
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President’s Comments
Welcome to the January 2019 Rover Ramblings
As I write this note the year is slowly drawing to a close.
2019 will be under way by the time you are reading these
words.
I would like to wish all our members and their families a
year of health and happiness and an engaging year of
participating in Rover Club Meetings and activities.

President
Robert Walker
Vice President
Richard Dalziel
Club Captain
Andrew Holland
Secretary
Dudley Bennett

president
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vicepresident
@roverownersclub.com.au
clubcaptain
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secretary
@roverownersclub.com.au

Our display day this year attracted a membership of 62
and 31 cars presented which was a really good response.
We should aim for better figures next year.

Treasurer
Richard Dalziel

The ACT Terribly British Day resulted in 14 rovers presenting which is the best for many years. The Christmas
dinner was a huge success.

Rob Turner

registrar
@roverownersclub.com.au

Ken Dunkley

editor
@roverownersclub.com.au

Our own Christmas function was very successful although the potential of a stormy evening may have impacted on our attendance level. My personal thanks to all
the club members who willingly contributed to ensuring
the “eats” and “drinks” were of the usual excellent standard.
Our next meeting on the 23 January 2019 will feature a
presentation by Peter Phillips and I hope we have an excellent roll up for what is going to be a fascinating and
different area of interest for everyone.
As you read this in the January edition of Freewheeling
if you have NOT paid your club fees you are LATE.
Currently 50% of the membership have renewed but
please remember if you are on special plates your car is
UNREGISTERED from midnight 31st of December
2018. So PLEASE renew to stay legal.
I look forward to meeting and
greeting as many members as
possible at our meetings and
activities as 2019 progresses.
Till next month, happy and
safe Rovering.
Robert Walker
President

Registrar

Editor

Web master
Rob Turner

treasurer
@roverownersclub.com.au

webmaster
@roverownersclub.com.au

For a full list of all positions including phone numbers, see the back pages of this magazine.

The Rover Owners’ Club welcomes new
members:Steven Carroll who has a 1963 P4 110
sedan
Jeff Morris, 1985 Vanden Plas 3500, 1994
Range Rover Vogue HSE & 1998 Range
Rover P38A
Geoff Pritchard, 1976 3500 P6B

Cover Photos
Front Cover:
Linwood house on the hill with just
some of the cars at the Display Day
2018.
Back Cover

Chris Forsey and David Brand at Marques
in the Park in the ACT.
Read all about it on page 10.
3

JESS TESTER
25th February, 1923 – 27th November, 2018
(An obituary for Jess Tester from Jim Moule)

When I bought my first Rover in 1972, a neighbour, Vic Lewin, took me around to visit another
member of the Club, Alan Tester. Alan and his wife, Jessie, were living in a house in Remly Street,
Lakemba. Alan helped me with a stripped stub axle nut and Jess provided the hospitality for which
they were renown. I became close friends over the years, frequently calling in after school to have a
cup of tea and discuss Club business.

Jess with son David at her 90th birthday celebrations, 2013.

Jessie Love had been a nurse during the Second World War. Alan had driven trucks up to Darwin. They met
at Canterbury Hospital after Alan collided with a PMG truck on his motor bike. They married and their
son, David was born in 1950, making him the same age as me. Jess was a full-time mother but, as David
became more independent, Jess was able to undertake the role of manager of the canteen at Kingsgrove
North High School.
The Rover Owners' Club was planned by Alan and Keith Beale during 1964 and the first meeting was held
at 54 Remly Street in January 1965. Jess was very active on the hospitality side but did not become a member until a few years later, member No. 81. By then, she had become the editor, reporter, printer and distributor of the Club magazine Freewheeling.
By the time I joined in 1972, the Club was in a poor state, having barely survived during the previous year.
Alan and Jess nominated me to become President, running against my other mentor, Vic Lewin. The respect
in which the Testers were held ensured that I won. Vic became Vice-President and the new Committee,
including Jess, worked hard to rebuild the Club, increasing the membership five-fold over the next four
years.
In the late 1970s, Alan and Jess became the first Life Members of the Rover Owners' Club,
4

Continued next page

Alan was never in particularly good health. Though he worked to improve his lifestyle, the damage had been
done and he died suddenly in 1981. Jess was left with the huge collection of parts and partly-restored cars.
We worked for many months, finding buyers for the cars and parts and took many loads of scrap metal to
Simms. The Rover 9 was the last car to be sold. Jess did not drive so I drove the Nine on a few rallies with her
as passenger until it too was sold. She then decided that she would move closer to her son and bought into a
new retirement village at Berkeley Vale on the Central Coast. During the next few years, I saw little of her but
kept in touch through Christmas cards. I know that she was very active in the running of the social life of the
village and joined Vic Lewin's widow, Win, on many trips. She remained interested in the Club and read the
magazine avidly, though she would not have known most of the people mentioned in its pages.
In recent years, Jess lived in a retirement village in Kelso, around the corner from David. This made it more
convenient for me to see her as it was on my way to my retirement project in Carcoar. The down-sizing led to
her giving me the frame of the JK Starley bicycle which she thought I would hang on the wall but which I decided to complete.

Restored “New Popular Rover”. (I'm not actually very tall).

Over the past twelve months, Jess's health declined markedly. When I visited her earlier in the year, I expected that it would the last time we would meet.
Jess will be remembered for her tireless work to keep the Club going. Those members that I have contacted
about her death have all expressed warm memories of their association with her.
Jim Moule (241)
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Danger. Alert!
Are you driving a car on Conditional Registration? (sometimes called Club Plates)
If you have not renewed your club membership then you are driving an unregistered
and uninsured car.
Renew your club membership immediately!
Note: this is NOT a club requirement but IS a requirement of the Government or RMS

Don’t delay.

Use the form that is included in this issue of Freewheeling to get legal and insured.

Don’t forget that the first
Sunday in March is
Clean up Australia Day.
Make a note now to join your Rover Owners’
Club friends and clean up the rubbish left by
unthoughtful people and which is nothing
short of a blight on the landscape.
It will almost certainly be Putney Park but
register with the Club Captain now and keep
an eye on Rovernet and Freewheeling for an
update.

Don’t delay - just do it.
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Club news!
ARE YOU LOOKING FOR INFORMATION ABOUT A
CLUB SERVICE OR ACIVITY?
MAKE THE CLUB WEBSITE YOUR
GO TO PLACE
www.roverownersclub.com.au
Historic Registration – all the RMS forms and club rules,
plus a Checklist Guide are available to download.
Classifieds – see all the Rover Cars & Parts currently For
Sale.
ARE YOU GOING TO A CLUB EVENT (or just hoping to)?
Either way,
PUT YOUR NAME DOWN ON THE ATTENDEE LIST FOR THE
EVENT.
Or let the Club Captain know.
Simply call Andrew Holland on 0414 625 236 so he can arrange sufficient parking spaces, tickets or catering supplies, etc.
And if suddenly you find you cannot go, ensure you telephone
Andrew (or somebody) and tell them so they do not wait for you
at the meeting point.
7
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The December Meeting and
Christmas Function.
Text and photos by Ken Dunkley

While the bush part of Australia has been suffering severe drought; Sydney has been treated to some wild storms. So it
was on 13 December, when we had the December monthly meeting followed by an end of year celebration. We (that
is, my wife and I) left home fairly early to be at the hall before the storm, which we could clearly see approaching
from the west, arrived.. I had given some deep thought about which car we would take.
Should we go in the much safer Subaru or should we continue in the spirit of things and go in the P6?
What if there was some big hail in the approaching storm?
In the end; we took the Subaru .
We had barely arrived in the shelter of the hall when “down it came’. So heavy was the rain that the big door in the
hall had to be shut to keep the rain out. Fortunately there was no hail and the rain did not last long. I suspect that it
was because we had wisely taken an umbrella with us into the hall and that the rain was scared away.
Anyway, the really enthusiastic workers were already there and the hall was well decorated with balloons, and a table
groaning under the weight of food that would be devouredlater.
Right on 8:00 pm President Robert Walker called everybody to
attention and the December meeting got under way (Check out the
minutes further into the issue of
Freewheeling). The normal
monthly meeting was commendably quick and so the attention of
everyone turned to doing justice to
the food on the table Richard
Dalziel was flat out bringing trays
of sausage rolls etc., out onto the
table while Judith Dalziel, Carol
Ravell, Gail Scott and Augusta
Munro worked solidly in the kitchen.
On the far wall were the entries
into this years photo competition.
My word; we are a talented bunch.
Not only can we maintain old cars
but we can excel at photography
as well. Who said the more mature members of society were not
mentally up to it?
Anyway, we did the food table
justice, the President announced
the winners of the Photo competition, and the lucky door prize, the
washing up was all done and off
home we went, satisfied that another great year was nearly over
and all looking forward to an even
greater 2019.
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Ian Stevenson chatting in front of the photo competition entries. Bruce Duncan in the foreground

Members at the food table.
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Display Day 2018

Text and photos by Ken Dunkley

You will recall that the 2018 Display Day was moved as the planned location near Richmond became unavailable due
to the drought. We were fortunate that the R.O.C had been invited to join the Rolls Royce Club in their display day at
Linnwood house near Guilford. This heritage house has a very large grassed area out the front and plenty of trees to
provide shade. The 2018 Rover Owners’ Club Display day was wisely moved to this location and held on 11 November .
Having given the 1936 Rover a polish several days before, in anticipation of this event and having kept a very close
eye on the TV weather reports for days before; we set out from Peakhurst about 10:30. I had plotted a route that
avoided big hills and lots of other traffic, but even so I was pleasantly surprised at the good progress we made.. We
arrived right on 11.00 o’clock.
One of the benefits of going anywhere in an old car, is the attention you get. People smile, give you a nice wave and
generally are pleased to see the old one chugging along. I always stay well to the left and give anyone else a fair go.
Even the smallest modern hatchback can easily “burn off” the 1936 Rover.
Arriving at Linnwood House, we were very surprised at the large number of people and old cars already there. It certainly is worth going . The Rover Owners’ Club is fairly easy to find due to the flag flying high on its pole. That flag
was certainly a very worthwhile investment.. The club marquee tent adds a very welcome place to sit in the shade
with all the other attendees.
Up on the slight rise is Linnwood House itself. Later in the day we went into the house and admired the displays of
handicrafts that were for sale. Outside under a shaded veranda was a wood turning group with some very nice pieces
for sale. If you were looking for that Christmas Gift you certainly had plenty from which to choose.
One of the focal points of course, was the café towards the back of the house. Plenty of scones and tea. All very nice
and not a bit fattening I am sure. Anyway we’ll see about the diet a bit later next week.
Just like those people who labour over old cars, a very dedicated group is preserving Linnwood House and all its history. If you have never been to Linnwood House, you have missed one of Sydney’s hidden gems. Look it up on the web
site and make a date to be there for the next open day.
Of course being The ROC Display Day means that all the cars there could be judged. This is a very onerous task and
the judges need a special pat on the back as well as a vote of thanks for their efforts in this task
The list of attendees is below.
I found temptation everywhere. Back out in the car area there was a partly restored Rolls Royce for sale. Good thing I
have plenty to do at home or it might have found a buyer.
In short, the weather was great, the company of other people very pleasant and all round we had a great day out. The
old Rover even started first go to get us home and the traffic was quite reasonable.
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Above
Robert Walker’s P6B
keeps company with a
Land Rover Discovery.

Above
More Rovers on display

Right.
Two wheels adventure
stuff and some Speedway cars.
Below
Warwick Moriarty explains the boot full of
goodies that came with
each new Rover 75
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Below. Just some of the
machinery at Linwood
house.

The Tail fin era!

A Wolseley 15/60 (or is it 24/80) along side a much
longer Cadillac.

Above. A Wolseley 4/44 (or is it an MG Magnette?) plus a
marvellous collection of old tools.
Below.

Much talking around a group of Rovers
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Left
A rare Rover type that is perfect
for parking in a tight spot down at
the local shopping centre

More Rovers at the
Display Day at
Linwood House.
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Igor Spagic receiving his award from Club President Robert Walker.
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Car
#
1

Robert Walker & Augusta

P6B

1

2

Attendees at the 2018 Display Day on the
left.

2
3

Ray & Dorothy Garrett
Ken & Gwen Dunkley

P6 TC
1
1936 14hp 1

2
2

More photos below.

4

George Berger

P6B

1

1

5

Richard Dalziel

P6B

1

1

6

Don Kearley & Herma B

P5BC

1

2

7

Andrew Holland

825

1

1

8

Graham & Anita Nicholas

P5B

1

2

9

Igor & Emelle Spajic

SD1

1

2

10 Ian & Thea Shearman

R40 75

1

2

11 Ian Stevenson

SD1

1

1

12 Dudley Bennett

R40 75

1

1

13 John Clarke

P4 90

1

1

14 Steven Williams

P5

1

1

15 Karina & Nathan Williams

P5

1

2

16 Warren & Eliz'h McEwen

R40 75

1

2

17 Bob & Joan Catt

P4 75

1

2

18 Paul Wagstaff

P2

1

1

19 Theo Lyras

LR Disco 1

1

20 George Raicevich

P5C

1

1

21 Bruce Duncan

P6B

1

1

22 Rex & Robyn Mickan

D/Sport

1

2

23 Rita Taylor & Ed McKenna

P6B

1

2

24 Tony Cope

P4 105S

1

1

25 Jeff Morris & family

RR HSE

1

3

26 Robert Belbin & Mate

P4 95

1

2

27 Kevin Ward

P6BS

1

1

28 Peter Talarico & Dad

R40 75

1

2

Moriarty & Peter
29 Warwick
Philips

R40 75

1

2

30 Paul Anley

LR FE

1

1

31 David Woodward & Wife

P5B

1

2

32 Stuart Rigby

Fiat CV

0

1

33 Warwick Ravell

Passenger 0

1

34 Graham Larmour

Modern

0

1

35 Max Pegler

Modern

0

1

36 Alan & Eloise Roberts

Modern

0

2

37 Chris Stavenhagen

Modern

0

1

38 John Graham

AS Ute

0

1

39 Jim & Pat Nicholson

LR Disco 0

2

40 Adrian Rowland
Total

RR PVI

1
60

Name
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Model

Cars

People

0
31

The Terribly British Day.
Queanbeyan 2018
Text and photos by Ken Dunkley

I really had not intended to go to The Terrible British Day in Canberra/Queanbeyan. A 300 kilometre drive each way
did not turn me on. BUT like all good plans, things just did not turn out that way. We had a grand daughter’s birthday
in Canberra so we had to drive down there. Since I was going to be in Queanbeyan and not far from where The Terribly British Day would be held and I had completed all the things I had to do in Queanbeyan, I decided to go.
I knew where Lowe Street in Queanbeyan was and got there and found a parking spot without any trouble at all.
There can hardly be a more attractive place to hold anything than the park in Queanbeyan It is just so well looked after.
We sure are lucky here to have such lovely places to go. As you will see in the photos below, there is plenty of shade, a
nicely maintained grass area and it is just lovely. If you are feeling a bit low and not happy with paying your taxes, just
go to Canberra/Queanbeyan and see what can be done.
Anyway, getting back to the display. There was quite a lot of cars on display and certainly a lot of Rolls Royce cars.
My word some of them are BIG. One of my delusions is that it would have been nice to turn up to work one day in one
of those with a couple of motor bikes riders as escorts. Would not that have put security into a flap!
The park in Lowe Street has an oval in the middle (Brad Hadden Oval) with lots of shaded area around the outside. Inside the oval fence is a nice firm track and I thought it slightly amusing that the 4x4 vehicles, in other words Land Rovers, were on the firm track while the ordinary cars were outside on the grassed area.
Maybe it is overall general wealth of Canberra/Queanbeyan that make the large proportion of expensive cars in the area.
Apart from the large number of Rolls Royce mentioned earlier, there were lots of Jaguar and Aston Martin. There is
certainly something about the styling of Jaguars that makes them look like they are going at 100 miles per hour even
when they are standing still.
Having said that; there were plenty of Morris Minor as well. Over on the Western side of the oval the Rover Owners
had a good display of about 18 cars. Very well done.
One car I have never seen, and I believe I did not know even existed, was a SUV Bentley. Very nice but well outside my
price range.
Another car that is probably unique in Australia and I have certainly never seen, was a nice yellow Amphicar. Powered
by a Triumph Herald engine in the back, a check of the internet shows these are unique and quite expensive to buy second hand. It must create quite a sight and a few surprises on Lake Burley Griffen.
A Morris Mini with a very unique stripped colour scheme was another eye catching vehicle. My word, some people
must put a lot of work into restoring and maintaining their cars. Where do they find all the time?
In summary, the day could be summed up by that old property slogan
Location

Location

So was it worthwhile going to the Terribly British Day in Queanbeyan?

Location

Yes is was.

Now; make a date to go next year to the nation’s capital and then drive over the Queanbeyan to Cooma train line (now
closed) into Queanbeyan and enjoy the Terrible British Day. You won’t be disappointed in Canberra and you will enjoy the relaxed ambiance at the Terrible British Day in Queanbeyan.
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Queanbeyan
Queanbeyan /ˈkwiːnbiən/ is a city in south-eastern region of the Australian state of New South Wales, located adjacent to the ACT in the Southern Tablelands region. Located on the Queanbeyan River, the city is the
council seat of the Queanbeyan-Palerang Regional Council. At the 2016 census, the Queanbeyan part of the
Canberra–Queanbeyan built-up area had a population of 36,348.
Queanbeyan's economy is based on light construction, manufacturing, service, retail and agriculture. Canberra, Australia's capital, is located just 15 kilometres (9 miles) to the west, and Queanbeyan has to some extent
become a commuter town. The word Queanbeyan is the anglicised form of Quinbean, an Aboriginal word
meaning "clear waters".

Brad Haddon
Bradley James Haddin (born 23 October 1977), is a former Australian cricketer and former vice-captain
who represented Australia in all three forms of international cricket (Test, One-Day International and Twenty20 International). He also played for the New South Wales Blues in both domestic first class and list A
cricket. Haddin is a right-handed batsman and wicket-keeper. He was a member of the Australian World cup
winning squad at the 2015 Cricket World Cup. He retired from One Day International Cricket on 17 May
2015, soon after the 2015 Cricket World Cup. He also became the ambassador for his home ground, Sydney
Cricket Ground (SCG) along with Steve Smith. Haddin announced his retirement from international and first
class cricket with New South Wales on 9 September 2015. He played for the Sydney Sixers in the Big Bash
League.

Another scene at the ACT Terribly British day.
See what I mean about the tree covered setting.
Just visible in a rare Austin 3 Litre car. With a
centre section like an Austin 1800 but 3 litre of
power driving the back wheels it appears to
have not sold well in the UK but is also reported
to have been quite a fast car. Certainly very
interesting and rare here.
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Is This A Record?
This did not start out to be an episode of “the boy with the most toys wins” BUT: Warren McEwen sent a list and
some photos of cars he has owned. To the editor, it seems like some sort of record so it is published here..
Can anybody top this?
1939 Morris 8/40
1951 Austin A40
1961 Morris 850 (Mini)
1961 Austin Healey Bug Eye Sprite
1956 Austin A70 Utility
!962 MGB Mark 1
1963 Holden Utility
1962 Zephyr Utility
1958 FC Holden Wagon
1967 Ford Fairlane ZA

Bug Eye Sprite raced at Warwick Farm and Oran Park in

1965 with minimal success.

1964 International truck AB120
1966 International truck C120
1967 Holden Utility HR
1961 Rover P5 Mark1A Saloon White
1964 Rover P5 Mark2A Saloon Arden green
1961 Rover P5 Mark1A Saloon Green
1972 XB Fairmont SW
1972 Mazda 121 coupe
1981 Toyota Hi-ace Van
1978 Holden Statesman Caprice
1978 XJ6 Jaguar
1966 Mustang convertible

Ford Mustang
converted to
RHD, new

1973 Ford Fairlane
1976 Ford LTD

interior and
painted blue.

1989 Magna TN
1989 Magna TN Elite
1988 Nissan Skyline Wagon
1974 XJ - 350 Jaguar
1989 Magna TN Wagon
1986 XJ6 Jaguar Sovereign
1996 Nissan Maxima
1987 XJ12 Jaguar Sovereign
1986 Pontiac Fiero 5 speed 4 Cylinder
1986 Pontiac Fiero V6 Auto
1994 Mazda MX6 4W Steering
2000 Nissan Pathfinder

Continued
next page

1984 Pontiac Fiero. Convert to RHD and repainted.
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Continued from previous page
1966 Rover P5 Mark 3 - 3 litre Coupe
1971 Rover P5B Saloon English White
1948 P3 Saloon 6 light
2004 Honda Accord V6L
1954 Swallow Doretti Chassis 1205
2005 Nissan Pathfinder TI petrol
1999 Falcon AU SW
2006 Falcon BF SW

P3 Six light saloon.

1997 AC Cobra replica
1994 Suzuki Swift
2001 Rover R40-75 Connoisseur
2013 Holden Calais SW
2014 Holden Calais SW
1972 Rover P6B
1954 Swallow Doretti Chassis 1269 ##
1955 Swallow Doretti Chassis 1126 ##
## These two Doretti have now been sold and
are on their way to England where the new
owners lives.
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AC Cobra replica

Marques in the Park – 11 November 2018

Text and photos by Chris Forsey.

It was a beautiful day in Belconnen (in the ACT) for the 2018 Marques in the Park. John Knight Park by Lake
Ginninderra is a fantastic venue for a car show providing plenty of open space and leafy shade for displaying
vehicles.
Many clubs were present representing marques from Europe, USA, Japan and Australia. This event is good at
drawing out a good show of Japanese vehicles and there were plenty of early Nissan, Toyota and Mazda vehicles on show.
I have recently renovated a 1992 Honda Legend 2-door coupe and having registered it this week, I was pleased
to be able to bring it out for its first club event. One of the joys of bringing cars to events is meeting folk, and
whilst the Honda isn’t well known I was pleased to chat to a chap who did remember this model as his family
had one when they were new.
There were a few Rovers present including Adrian Caddy (P4 105), David Brand (416 Vitesse) and two early
Land Rovers. Great to also catch up with Simon Hine and Geoff Fiddian.
Interestingly Adrian’s P4 was parked beside a circa 1950 Studebaker which provided a nice reminder to the
origins of the design of the P4 which is said to have been influenced by the 1947 Studebaker.
This year Remembrance Day has had special significance as Sunday 11 November 2018 marked the 100th anniversary of the Armistice which ended the First World War. At 11am the whole event came to a stand-still
for the sounding of the Last Post. It was a very moving moment, especially to see that everyone stopped what
they were doing and stood in silence. Fittingly the nominated charity for this event was Soldier On, which
provides support for returned service personnel and their families.

Left and below.
A Studebaker and a P4 Rover side by
side for comparison.

21

Durant Continental and an old engine for
sale.
Paul Anley recently obtained an old engine which had in its later life been used as a stationary engine. Paul has been
told it is a Continental 4 cylinder with the name Durant affixed on a plate. Paul has no idea as to its current condition.
It is available at a very reasonable price. It can be viewed at Paul’s home in Rydalmere (near Parramatta). According to
the engine plate it is a Continental engine made for the Durant Motor Company of Elizabeth New Jersey. Model F. number 239251.

This is a great opportunity for
someone to obtain a very rare engine. Paul may be contacted at
the address given on page 30 of
this issue of Freewheeling

According to Wikipedia

ref https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Continental_Motors_Company

In 1905, Continental Motors was born with the introduction of a four-cylinder, four stroke cycle L-head engine operated by a single camshaft. 1906 Type "O" 45 horsepower (34 kW) engine was developed to power aircraft.
In August 1929, the Continental Motors Company formed the Continental Aircraft Engine Company as a subsidiary
to develop and produce its aircraft engines.
Continental Motors entered into the production of automobiles rather indirectly. Continental was the producer of automobile engines for numerous independent automobile companies in the 1910s, 1920s, and 1930s, including Durant Motors Corporation which used the engines in its Star, Durant, Flint and Rugby model lines. Following the 1931 collapse
of Durant, a group having interest in Durant Motors began assembling their own cars, the De Vaux-Hall Motors Company, using the Durant body dies, in Grand Rapids, Michigan and Oakland, California and under the De Vaux brand name.
When De Vaux-Hall collapsed in 1932, unable to pay creditors, Continental Motors assumed automobile assembly and
marketed the vehicles under the Continental-De Vaux brand name for the balance of the 1932 model year.
Continental Motors introduced a completely new line of Continental-branded automobiles for 1933. These cars were not
based upon the 1931 De Vaux, a product of the De Vaux-Hall, which had been using body dies left over from the former
Durant produced by Durant Motors until 1930.
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Venturi Atlantique
The Venturi Atlantique
was a mid-engined, fiberglassbodied French sports car produced by Venturi
Automobiles from 1991 to 2000.
The original 260 was a revised version of the
Venturi APC 260, carrying over the 2.8L turbocharged V6 engine with 260 hp (194 kW;
264 PS), but with a reduced weight of 1,110 kg
(2,450 lb). It was good for a top speed of
167 mph (269 km/h) and accelerated from 060 mph (97 km/h) in 5.2 seconds.
Scotsman Hubert O'Neill purchased Venturi in
1994 and conceived of the Venturi 400GT as
well as a revised Atlantique. After a rushed design time of six months, the new Atlantique 300
was unveiled at the Paris Motor Show. Its 3.0
V6 PRV engine was lifted from other Peugeot/
Citroën models and was good for 210 hp (157 kW; 213 PS) in naturally aspirated form or 281 hp (210 kW; 285 PS)
with a turbocharger which was essentially the same engine as used in the Alpine A610.
Venturi again went into receivership in 1996, and was bought by Thai firm Nakarin Benz, under whom the company focused its concentration upon road cars.
The Twin-turbo version of the Atlantique 300 was released in 1998 and used the later L7X V6, a Renault variant of
the V6 ESL engine which brought the power up to 310 PS (228 kW; 306 hp) at 6,200 rpm and 394 Nm (291 lbft)
of torque at 3,800 rpm, with a top speed of 275 km/h (171 mph) and a 0-100 km/h (62 mph) time of 4.7 seconds.
[
This addition made the Atlantique a serious performance competitor to the Lotus Esprit V8. 13 examples were
built in 1999-2000; this model was the last Venturi to be considered 'French', before the firm became based in
Monaco.
In 1999, 2 cars were built exclusively for track racing. They were designated Venturi 300 GTR.
Sales of the Atlantique were extremely poor; total Venturi sales over its lifespan amounted to fewer than 700, despite praise from contemporary critics and from Top Gear. In a 1992 episode, Jeremy Clarkson noted that the two
most exciting sports cars of the time were the Alpine A610 and the Venturi Atlantique, and that the Atlantique was
"like having your own personal jet fighter [...] I love it to death." In comparing the biturbo Atlantique and the Lotus
Esprit, Performance Car noted that the Atlantique was "[...] a more relaxing car to drive, its tidier dimensions make
it easier to place, it rides more smoothly, generates far less road noise, and has a much slicker gearchange. It's
better built too."
Venturi again faced bankruptcy in 2000, and the Atlantique went out of production. Although current owner Gildo
Pallanca Pastor, a Monegasque millionaire, has resumed production of Venturi cars, he has shifted the emphasis to
electric sports cars such as the Venturi Fétish, retiring the Atlantique badge. Company production will be even
more limited at 10 units per year.

The editor was advise of this cars existence by ACT member Chris Forsey.
The information above and the photograph is available on the internet,
reference https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Venturi_Atlantique
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Here is something for you to try.
Ever wondered how a Rotary Engine worked or even why it existed? (A rotary engine is different from a
radial engine used in many “modern” aircraft powered by piston engines.)
ROC member Bruce Duncan has sent this reference to a great website that will explain all this and keep you
busy for hours.
Try it now.

HTTP:// wwwanimatedengines.com/

Now you will know when somebody talks about the Atkinson cycle engine in their new car.

24

Club Calendar.
Club events.

Please remember it is necessary to reserve your place on any event, except Club meetings, by telephoning the person
organising the event. If you decide later not to attend something for which you have booked, please let the person
organising the event know so others will not be inconvenienced by waiting for you unnecessarily. If you can’t get to
the event – get to a phone!
It should be recognised that whilst the Rover Owners’ Club takes every care and precaution, members and their guests
participate in all activities by their own choice, and act on their own behalf, thus at their own risk.
The following are CLUB EVENTS. For these events you do not have to record the usage of your car in the log book
which you should be carrying in the car. You must however, carry this page from Freewheeling, or the equivalent page
from Rovernet which proves you are travelling on a club event.

February

January

Wednesday 23 January 2019 | General Meeting
• Venue | Veteran Car Club Hall, 134 Queens Road, Five Dock, 8:00 pm
• After Meeting Highlight:

Presentation to Rover Owners Club. The presenter will be ROC member Dr Peter Phillips, who was scheduled to present a talk
in November. Weather conditions meant that event was postponed until January. In his colourful presentation, Peter’s talk is
about musical and other events that have occurred since he was awarded his doctorate in December 2017. His topic is about
reproducing piano rolls and Peter has travelled extensively seeking links with overseas researchers. In June 2018, he was a
virtual George Gershwin at the Sydney Opera House, with the Sydney Symphony Orchestra. His talk includes musical and
video extracts of this and other events. Something different, and something for all.

Saturday 26 | Australia Day CARnivale Display Day
• Venue | Parramatta Park.
• Time | 10am to 4pm
• Registrations essential, click the link to register online: http://www.ausdayparramatta.com.au/carnivale
• Registration cut-off date | 23rd November 2018.
• Organisers | the events team at the City of Parramatta Council.
• Contact | John Flower, Vehicle Co-ordinator 2019 Australia Day CARnivale
Email: jflower@cityofparramatta.nsw.gov.au
Saturday 9 | Visit to Penrith Printing Museum
• $10 entry per person with an option for lunch onsite.
• Contact | Andrew Holland | Mobile | 0414 625 236
email | clubcaptain@roverownersclub.com.au
Wednesday 27| General Meeting
• Venue | Veteran Car Club Hall, 134 Queens Road, Five Dock, 8:00 pm

March

Sunday 3 Clean Up Australia Day
• Venue | Putney Park.
• Contact | Andrew Holland | Mobile | 0414 625 236

email | clubcaptain@roverownersclub.com.au

Sunday 3 Shannons Wheels Display Day, ACT Region
• Venue | Queanbeyan Showground, Glebe Avenue, Queanbeyan
• All vehicles on display by 9.30 am
• Download Information Flyer | Wheels 2019 Flyer PDF
• Contact | Chris Forsey | Mobile | 0413 996 481 Email | act@roverownersclub.com.au
Wednesday 27 | General Meeting
• Venue | Veteran Car Club Hall, 134 Queens Road, Five Dock, 8:00 pm

April

Wednesday 24 | General Meeting
• Venue | Veteran Car Club Hall, 134 Queens Road, Five Dock, 8:00 pm

This page is from the Rover Owners’ Club Inc monthly publication Freewheeling, and shows club events.
more recent additions on the ROC web site.

There may be
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Club Calendar.
Invited events.

March

February

January

The following are INVITED EVENTS. That means they have been organised by another club and the Rover Owners’ Club has been invited to
attend. The Rover Owners’ Club will not be attending as a group. You should contact the person indicated, or visit the club web site and obtain
details, followed by making your own arrangements to attend.
Note that there may be additional events on the Council of Motor Clubs web site and these are also classed as invited events.
You should carry this page ,or the equivalent page from Rovernet, with you in the car and this may be inspected, if required, by somebody with the
authority to do so.

Tuesday 8 2019 | Oasis Run to Stanwell Park, Dapto & Huntley Hill
• Meet at McDonalds Heathcote, cnr of Princess Hwy and Heathcote Rd at 9.30 am for a 10.00 am start.
• Drive through Stanwell Tops, over the Sea Bridge then to Bulli Pass and finally to the Dapto Club for Lunch.
We will take in the local Hill Climb as well.
• Contact | Allana Flynn-O’Neile | Mobile | 0417 709 470

Sunday 10 | Picnic at Hanging Rock
• Venue | Hanging Rock Reserve, just outside of Woodend in the Macedon Ranges, Victoria
• Organisers | Macedon Ranges & District Motor Club
• Visit website | http://www.mradmc.com.au/picnic-at-hanging-rock
Wednesday 27 February 2019 | General Meeting
• Venue | Veteran Car Club Hall, 134 Queens Road, Five Dock, 8:00 pm

Sunday 3 | Shannons Wheels Display Day, ACT Region
• Venue | Queanbeyan Showground, Glebe Avenue, Queanbeyan
• All vehicles on display by 9.30 am
• Download Information Flyer | Wheels 2019 Flyer PDF
• Contact | Chris Forsey | Mobile | 0413 996 481
Email | act@roverownersclub.com.au

April

Wednesday 27 March 2019 | General Meeting
• Venue | Veteran Car Club Hall, 134 Queens Road, Five Dock, 8:00 pm

Sunday 14 Robertson Heritage Railway Station Classic Car Show
• Venue | Robertson Railway Station, Yarranga St, Robertson
• Time | 9.30 am to 1.30 pm
• Download Flyer | Robertson Classic Car Show PDF
• Organisers | Robertson Heritage Railway Station Inc.
• Enquiries contact | Steve | phone | 4885 2393
email | accn@bigpond.com

This page is from the Rover Owners’ Club Inc monthly publication Freewheeling, and shows invited events.
be more recent additions on the ROC web site.
All PDF files and coloured brochures are available on the club’s web site.
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There may

Rover Owners’ Club General Meeting .
( General Meeting .28 November 2018 )

Due to the ferocious weather in Sydney on 28 November 2018, the monthly meeting was not held and so there
are no minutes of the November meting. (as there was no meeting)

Rover Owners’ Club General Meeting .
( General Meeting and Christmas Meeting 13 December 2018 )

Meeting opened at 8:00 pm with 29 members and guests attending.
President’s welcome: Robert Walker welcomed and thanked members for coming out on another stormy night. November's meeting had to be called off due to the storms even so 4 stalwarts still turned out. November's guest speaker, Peter Phillips has been rescheduled to the Jan. meeting and the P4 on show to Feb. Robert commented on the impressive Display Day turnout of 31 cars and
60 plus Members. Sadly though he also had to report the passing of Jess Tester, widow of Alan Tester at the mighty age of 102. Jess
made a huge contribution to the production of “Freewheeling” in the early years.
Apologies:
Roy Allen, Doug Shearman
Previous minutes. Moved. Ian Shearman
2nd Tony Cope
Committee reports
Vice President /Treasurer/Public Officer: Richard Dalziel reported
ANZ Term Deposit #1 $14,000.00
ANZ Term Deposit #2 $10,000.00
Bendigo chq
$11,260.92
Westpac chq
$ 1,096.06
Consolidated Total
$36,356.98
CMC affiliation fees for 2019 have been paid.
Secretary: Dudley Bennett informed members that the PO box had been cleared and all mail distributed to the relevant club officer. Reciprocal magazines were on display. Another low mileage R40 75 (36k kms) has come on the market, this one on Facebook
“marketplace”
Editor: Ken Dunkley reported the Nov/Dec Freewheeling had gone out on time and that members now have plenty of time over
the Christmas holidays to prepare articles for future editions!
Web Master / RoverNET: Rob Turner reported by email ROC Website: working well, no problems. Domain Name Registration has recently been renewed with SiteGround
Registrar: Rob Turner advised membership renewals for the calendar year 2019 are now due. Thank you to those members who
have already renewed.
Current Membership Primary Members 201
Family Members
34
Life Members
6
Honorary Member
1
Total Membership: 242
Total number of vehicles on Register: 370
Welcome to recent New Members who joined during November:
Jeff Morris, 1985 Rover Vanden Plas 3500, 1994 Range Rover Vogue HSE, 1998 Range Rover P38A.
Geoff Pritchard, 1976 Rover 3500 P6B
Club Captain: Andrew Holland reported the first event for 2019 is Carnivale on 26/1.
On 9/2 we have a visit to the Penrith Printing Museum, $10 entry with an option for lunch onsite.
Clean up Australia Day run to Putney Park on 3/3.
ROC Shop: Gail Scott informed members that shop merchandise was displayed and one shirt had been sold!
Spare Parts: Paul Anley reported the only request received was for a P6 dash if anyone can help.
Now only one uprated P6B anti-roll bar remaining in stock.
Paul thanked Members for their support following the recent passing of his wife, Janis. It was much
appreciated.
CMC. Still seeking a volunteer for this role....
Club Plates: Richard reported totals of 53 members and 82 cars using the scheme. Reports of Police increasing checks of Historic
plated vehicles. Ensure you complete your logbook entry PRIOR to your trip and carry your current proof of club membership. Reports also of inspectors checking vehicles for correct Historic/Modified eligibility at car shows etc.
General business: Ian Stevenson reported Ian Coupland is now out of hospital following pneumonia but is very poorly. Tony Cope
reported on the recent “Terribly British Day” in Canberra, a great turnout of 16 Rovers. Paul Anley reported Ken Jones of Gunnedah
is seeking heating air duct pipe for his Cyclops, the floor advised of availability on ebay.
The meeting closed at 8.40 pm.
The members then adjourned for the Christmas party and the Lucky Door Prize ticket draw.
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The ROC Club Shop is back!
THE ROVER OWNERS’ CLUB REGALIA.
The ROC collection includes both ROC clothing and vehicle regalia. All ROC regalia can be used at club events, invited events and
ROC meetings,. You can order the ROC car collection or the ROC Clothing Collection by completing the form below and emailing
to

Gail and Peter Scott at

club shop@roverownersclub.com.au.

THE CAR COLLECTION.

Item

Name

Price

EXTERIOR WINDOW DECAL
ROC

$ 5.00

INTERIOR WINDOW DECAL
100 TH ANNIVERSARY

$ 3.00

WINDSCREEN SASH

$ 10.00

ROVER WHEEL STICKERS
(SET OF 6)

$10.00

REPLICA ROVER P6 TOOL ROLL.

$55.00

Quantity

Sub Total

THE CLOTHING COLLECTION.

Item

Name

Price

Quantity

Sub Total

CLOTH BADGE

CHAMBREY SHIRT

ROC POLO SHIRT

$ 35.00

(LIMITED SIZES REMAIN.)
ROC SPRAY JACKET.

$ 38.00

(ONE L ONLY.)

Funds can be EFT to the Rover Owners Club account prior to pick up.
Electronic funds transfer can be made to the Bendigo Bank BSB 633 000, Account 126 077 999
Please use “your surname”
“Payment Reason” Club shop/merchandise purchase; so that payment can be correctly
28
allocated and receipted.

Rover Owners’ Club Inc.
Presidents
1965 –1968
1969-July 1970
July 1970—1972
1973—1976
1977—1980
1981—1984
1985—May 1987
May 1987—1991
1991—1994
1994—1998
1998—2003
2003—2005
2005—2009
2009—2010
2010—2016
2016—2017
May 2017
2017—2018
2018—present

Keith Beale
John Allcock
Neville Lowe
James Moule
David Arnold
Robert Merrick
Ray Quigley
Tony Cope
Theo Lyras
Michael Douglas
Bruce Duncan
Derek Scott
Richard Dalziel
Jim Nicholson
Janet Legge
Warwick Ravell
Nicholas Munting.
Ian Shearman.
Robert Walker

Honour Roll.
Founding and
Life members
Keith Beale
Grahame Jones

Life members
Anne Lloyd-Owen
Bill Campton
Bob Campbell
Tim Crick

Honorary Members
James Taylor

The Rover Owners Club meets on the fourth Wednesday of each month (except December when it meets on the second Thursday of the month) at
the Veteran Car Club of Australia, 134 Queens Road, Five Dock. Meetings commence at 8pm sharp and usually consist of a general business meeting followed by a guest speaker or other appropriate entertainment. A light supper is usually served after each meeting.
People with an interest in the marque, owners or principal drivers OF ANY ROVER vehicle (including 4wd) are welcome to join. Currently the
joining fee is A$25.00 plus annual subscription A$35.00 including GST. Membership includes a year’s subscription of “Freewheeling”, the Club’s
magazine. A members partner or relative can apply to be an Additional Family Member if they wish to participate on committee or vote at club
elections, but "Freewheeling" is not included. There is an annual fee of $10 per additional family member wishing to take up this option.
Electronic Banking details are:- Account Name. Rover Owners Club Inc. Bank . Bendigo
Club postal address is: -

Rover Owners’ Club, PO Box 503, Pennant Hills. 1715

The Club e-mail address is: -

president@roverownersclub.com.au

The club website is: -

www.roverownersclub.com.au

BSB 633 000

Account number 126 077 999

Overseas subscriptions are warmly welcomed. Visitors are welcome at any time. The Club conducts a number of events during the year usually
incorporating a drive to a particular venue. There are also social events that members may participate in, such as the Mother’s Day breakfast, annual dinner, picnics and the Club’s Annual Display Day.
An elected Management Committee supported by a number of appointed sub-committee roles manages the Rover Owners Club. The Management
Committee meets monthly on the second Wednesday night. The President usually chairs this meeting and minutes are kept.
Contributions to “Freewheeling” close on the first day of the month of publication. If you want to publish an article, news about an event it needs
to be with the Editor by the first of the month.
Preference is to receive articles by email, but typed or even hand written will be acceptable, as long your writing is legible. Make certain your
name is on the article and your phone number in case we need to contact you. Do make certain we do not infringe copyright. If the article has come
from another publication please let us know and also let us know if you already hold permission to reproduce the material.
Don’t try to set out the article, we will do that to fit the space we have available. Photographs can be e mailed or need to be clear positives. Please
write on the back (carefully) what the event is, who is in the photo and who owns it. That way we can have accurate descriptions and you have a
good chance we will return your photograph.

‘Freewheeling’ is the official journal of the Rover Owners Club Inc. (under the NSW Associations Incorporations Act 1984) registered number
Y2302602. On 23 September 1964 it was recognized as the first in the world by the Rover Company Ltd. The opinions expressed in Freewheeling are not necessarily those of the Rover Owners Club, its officers or members. Whilst all care is taken, this Club and its officers do not accept
responsibility for opinions expressed or the availability or quality or fitness for use of any services, goods or vehicles notified for sale or hire or
the genuineness of any advertiser or author. Other clubs may reproduce articles originating from members with acknowledgement to this publication.
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MANAGEMENT
COMMITTEE.
OFFICE BEARERS
AREA
CONVENORS
MODEL TECHNICAL
CO-ORDINATORS

President

Robert Walker

president@roverownersclub.com.au

Vice President

Richard Dalziel

vicepresident@roverownersclub.com.au

Club Captain

Andrew Holland

clubcaptain@roverownersclub.com.au

Secretary

Dudley Bennett

secretary@roverownersclub.com.au

9997 3493

Treasurer & Public Officer

Richard Dalziel

treasurer@roverownersclub.com.au

9489 3553

Registrar

Rob Turner

registrar@roverownersclub.com.au

ACT Representative

Chris Forsey

act@roverownersclub.com.au

All British Rep

Andrew Holland

abr@roverownersclub.com.au

0414 625 236

Archivist

Rob Turner

vehicles@roverownersclub.com.au

0404 463 489

Club Parts Manuals

Paul Anley

clubspares@roverownersclub.com.au

9684 1795

Club Plates ACT

Hugh Boulter

clubplatesact@roverownersclub.com.au

6258 8221

0407 215 008

Club Plates NSW

Steven Williams

clubplatesnsw@roverownersclub.com.au

9896 5650

0450 706 519

Club Shop

Gail & Peter Scott

clubshop@roverownersclub.com.au

Club Spares

Paul Anley

clubspares@roverownersclub.com.au

9684 1795

CMC rep/committee member

vacant

Council of ACT Motor Clubs

Chris Forsey

act@roverownersclub.com.au

6297 1080

Editor

Ken Dunkley

editor@roverownersclub.com.au

9533 3326

Face Book Administrator

Hugh Bolter

rocfbadmin@roverownersclub.com.au

0407 215 008

Librarian

Andrew Holland

library@roverownersclub.com.au

0414 625 236

Postage

Warwick Moriarty

postage@roverownersclub.com.au

Rover NET Editor

Rob Turner

rovernet@roverownersclub.com.au

Technical Coordinator

Warren McEwen

technical@roverownersclub.com.au

Web master

Rob Turner

webmaster@roverownersclub.com.au

0404 463 489

Workshop Manuals

Andrew Holland

manuals@roverownersclub.com.au

0414 625 236

Hunter

Barry Murdoch

hunter@roverownersclub.com.au

0412 998 192

Illawarra

Stuart Rigby

illawarra@roverownersclub.com.au

4232 3148

North

Eric Davison

north@roverownersclub.com.au

6624 4537

Western

Peter Colwell

western@roverownersclub.com.au

6888 5310

Southern Highlands

Rob Turner

highlands@roverownersclub.com.au

Southern NSW/ACT

Chris Forsey

act@roverownersclub.com.au

6297 1080

0413 996 481

Pre-War

James Moule

roverprewar@roverownersclub.com.au

9542 1967

0490 388 470

P2/P3

Greg Alexander

roverp2p3@ roverownersclub.com.au

9569 5159

P4

Nicholas Cope

roverp4@roverownersclub.com.au

P5/P5B

Warwick Ravell

roverp5@roverownersclub.com.au

P6/P6B

Andrew Holland

roverp6@roverownersclub.com.au

SD1

Adrian Rowland

roversd1@roverownersclub.com.au

Rover 400/800 series

Rex Mickan

rover800 series@roverownersclub.com.au

Land Rover

Graham Dawson

landrover@roverownesclub.com.au

9982 8828

R.Rover/Discovery

Jim Nicholson

rangerover@roverownersclub.com.au

9624 2247

Dudley Bennett

rover75@roverownersclub.com.au

9997 3493

R40 . 75
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0419 220 357
9489 3553

0412 709 228
0414 625 236

0412 709 228
0404 463 489

6297 1080

9773 4734

0413 996 481

0400 463 322

0411 739 132
0404 463 489

9980 2653

0418 695 503

0413 473 825

0409 927 185
0404 463 489

0487 474 695
9872 7860
0414 625 236
4787 8591
0409 787 541
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